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Soldier says destiny brought her to serve at Camp Casey, South Korea 


By Marcus Fichtl 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP CASEY, South Korea — Second 
Lt. Sarah Casey shares a name with her 
duty station, a small artillery outpost near 
the Korean Demilitarized Zone. 

The artillery platoon leader from Col¬ 
lierville, Tenn., played along with the 
ribbing when folks greeted her with 
comments like, “Casey at Casey!” after 
glancing at her name tape. Until last 
month, when she revealed her secret. 
The camp was named in honor of her great- 
uncle, Maj. Hugh B. Casey, a World War II 
veteran killed in the Korean War who was 
awarded two Silver Stars during the libera¬ 
tion of the Philippines. 


“I’m not here to say, 
‘Hi, I’m Sarah Casey 
at Camp Casey,”’ she 
said. “I think it’s im¬ 
portant to remember 
the sacrifices of all 
those who came be¬ 
fore us; that’s what the 
real story is to me.” 

Sarah Casey was 
26 when she arrived 
in South Korea — the 
same age her great- 
uncle was when he lost his life. She said her 
path to Camp Casey was destined. 

“I’m one of those people who believes ev¬ 
erything happens for a reason,” she said. 



Sarah Casey 


nese forces near Suwon, just south of 
Seoul, he led a task force of 7th Infantry 
Regiment soldiers deep into enemy terri¬ 
tory. He was leading a company on a hill 
700 yards from Chinese lines when the 
Communists opened fire on an American 
patrol, United Press International report¬ 
ed Feb. 5,1951. 

“(Hugh) Casey ordered his men to fix 
bayonets, and they charged the entire 700 
yards into the enemy force, killing 60 in a 
furious melee of stabbing, grenading and 
close quarter rifle fire,” the report said. 

On Jan. 11, 1952, he became one of the 
more than 40,000 Americans who gave 
their lives during the war. 

SEE CASEY ON PAGE 3 



The same war 


Hugh Casey’s ac¬ 
tions during the Kore¬ 
an War, which broke 
out in 1950, earned 
him two battlefield 
promotions and a 
third Silver Star. 

He was among the 
first to relieve belea- 
Hugh Casey guered United Na¬ 
tions troops, and he 
experienced the war’s high points during 
the drive north and its lows while escaping 
the Chinese at Hungnam beachhead. 

During a counteroffensive against Chi¬ 
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Olympians celebrate troops, families in Seoul 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

YONGSAN GARRISON, South 
Korea — Olympians past and 
present joined several entertain¬ 
ers to celebrate U.S. troops and 
their families during a festival at 
Yongsan Garrison in Seoul, South 
Korea, on Monday as the 2018 
Winter Games being held nearby 
entered their second week. 

“Getting to come here and 
meet the families and the men 
and women who are serving was 
a tremendous honor,” said Sasha 
Cohen, who won a silver medal 
in figure skating during the 2006 
Olympics. 

She noted the similarities be¬ 
tween Olympians and soldiers, 
both of whom spend many years 
training for a singular moment. 
“I think that the sacrifice and 
dedication are definitely appreci¬ 
ated,” she said. 

Cohen and other athletes ap¬ 
peared at the Winterfest, which 
was held at Yongsan’s Collier 
Community Fitness Center. Sing¬ 
er Rachel Platten, of “Fight Song” 
fame, TV personality A1 Roker 
and Cedric the Entertainer were 
among the other headliners. 

The athletes included Ameri¬ 
can soldiers who competed in the 
Olympics as part of the Army’s 
World Class Athlete Program. 

Sgt. Matt Mortensen and his 
civilian teammate, Jayson Ter- 
diman, signed autographs after 
finishing a disappointing 10th in 
the doubles luge competition and 
missing a medal in the team relay 
by just about a tenth of a second 
last week in Pyeongchang. 

“It was a little bit of a heart- 
breaker, but everybody put forth 
their best effort,” Terdiman told 


reporters at the festival. 

Mortensen, 32, a National 
Guardsman from Huntington 
Station, N.Y., said he had a great 
time talking to his fellow soldiers 
and others on Yongsan. 

“Always a pleasure to give back 
to those that have sacrificed for 
our country,” he tweeted. 

The athletes welcomed North 
Korea’s participation in the Feb. 
9-25 Pyeongchang Games, which 
helped ease security concerns 
amid tensions over the country’s 
nuclear weapons program. 

“The ideals of the games are 
peace through sport, and it’s a 
powerful thing,” said Lt. Col. 
Garrett Hines, who won the silver 
medal in the four-man bobsled 
event in Salt Lake City, Utah, in 
2002. “There has been ... some 
level of peace during these games 
and that’s what you want to see.” 

Willie Banks, a two-time Olym¬ 
pian in track and field who was 
the master of ceremonies at the 
festival, recalled people had simi¬ 
lar concerns when the 1988 Sum¬ 
mer Games were held in Seoul, 
reflecting the ebb and flow of ten¬ 
sions on the divided peninsula. 

“I was often asked by the 
media then, ‘How does it feel to 
be in this tense time during the 
Olympic Games?”’ he said. “My 
response was always that the 
Olympic movement I believe is 
above all that, and it brings peo¬ 
ple together.” 

Banks, whose father was a Ma¬ 
rine, said he was enjoying the 
opportunity to talk to the troops, 
saying he hopes it “will give them 
encouragement and to let them 
know that we stand behind them 
just as they stand behind us.” 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 



Photos by Kim GAMEL/Stars and Stripes 


From left, Sgt. Matt Mortensen and his teammate, Jayson Terdiman, who finished 10th in the doubles 
luge competition during the Pyeongchang Olympics, and former bobsledder and silver medalist Lt. Col. 
Garrett Hines sign autographs during Winterfest at Yongsan Garrison in Seoul, South Korea, on Monday. 

Far left: Two-time 
U.S. Olympian Willie 
Banks speaks to 
reporters during the 
event. Left: U.S. 
figure skater Sasha 
Cohen, a silver 
medalist in the 2006 
Olympics, said it 
was a tremendous 
honor to meet 
servicemembers and 
their families. 
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Fort Carson's drones can hit 
targets behind enemy lines 



Photos by James GmFFiN/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Second Lt. Sarah Casey places a wreath at the foot of a cross on 
the 66th anniversary of the death of her great-uncle, Maj. Hugh B. 
Casey, at Camp Casey, South Korea, on Jan. 11. 

Casey: Soldier serves at 
base named for great-uncle 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

A small plane he was riding in 
crashed into a hill overlooking a 
temporary camp. Within weeks, 
the small base was renamed in 
his honor. 

A large white cross was placed 
at the crash site in his memory. 

Last month — 66 years to the 
day that Casey lost his life — his 
great-niece laid a wreath at the 
base of that cross. While walking 
up the steep hill, she said she was 
filled with emotion as she passed 
the remnants of Korean War-era 
fighting positions. 

“I got mad, angry and then I 
just got sad,” she said, thinking 
about the cost of war. 

Sarah Casey — who leads 18 
troops and four Multiple Launch 
Rocket Systems as a member 
of the 210th Field Artillery Bri¬ 
gade — is technically involved in 
the same war as her great-uncle. 
Conflict on the Korean Peninsula 
ended in 1953 with an armistice, 
not a peace treaty. She’s one of 
about 28,500 U.S. troops still man¬ 
ning stations south of the DMZ. 

Sharing memories 

The Korea posting prompted 
Sarah Casey to delve into her fam¬ 
ily’s old journals, newspaper clip¬ 
pings and her great-uncle’s last 
letters home. She has transcribed 
and digitized them for posterity. 

In one letter to his mother and 
father, Casey wrote, “I don’t know 
if I told you this lately, but you’re 
the greatest parents in the world 
and I’m so thankful and blessed 
to have you.” 

She has also been reading old 
love letters her great-grandfather, 
Maj. Gen. Hugh J. Casey, sent to 
his wife during World War II. He 
served alongside her great-uncle 
during the Philippines campaign, 
during which the elder Casey 



Casey kneels at the base of the 
cross that marks the site where 
Maj. Hugh B. Casey’s plane 
crashed. 

served as Gen. Douglas MacAr- 
thur’s chief engineer. 

Sarah Casey also shared a 
trove of photos of the family re¬ 
united in Japan between the two 
wars. She said she possesses the 
same love of family and duty as 
her forefathers. 

“I like to think characteristics 
like that are passed generation to 
generation,” she said. 

She didn’t believe her story 
would resonate with anyone out¬ 
side of her family, until a photo of 
her laying the wreath was posted 
on Camp Casey’s official Facebook 
page. The positive, supportive 
comments were overwhelming. 

“The memories you get to share 
with the people in the military are 
completely unique — something 
you can’t match anywhere else,” 
she said of the thousands of troops 
who have called Camp Casey 
their temporary home. “To know 
people are forming bonds at this 
place is very heartwarming.” 

fichtl.marcus@stripes.com 
Twitter: @marcusfichtl 


By Tom Boeder 

The (Colorado Springs, Colo.) 

Gazette 

Fort Carson’s newest weapon 
is also its most revolutionary, al¬ 
lowing ground-pounding units to 
strike targets hundreds of miles 
behind enemy lines and giving 
commanders an unprecedented 
view of enemy movements. 

All without risking lives. 

Meet the Gray Eagle, a hulk¬ 
ing drone with a 56-foot wingspan 
that packs four Hellfire air-to- 
surface missiles and can stay aloft 
for a full 24 hours with its thrum¬ 
ming diesel power plant. Fort Car- 
son, in Colorado, has a dozen of 
the drones, and they will soon be 
ready for war. 

“We are reaching full operation¬ 
al capability,” said Col. Scott Gal- 
laway, who commands the post’s 
4th Combat Aviation Brigade. 

The Gray Eagle is similar to 
drones in use by U.S. intelligence 
agencies and the Air Force. But 
how they’re used by the Army will 
be different. 

In Iraq and Afghanistan, armed 
drones have targeted insurgents 
and been flown by operators half 
a world away. 

The Army envisions its drones 
as a way to give combat com¬ 
manders the capability of striking 
deep, with drone operators stick¬ 
ing close to the battlefield. While 
the Air Force relies on officers to 
fly drones, the Army will lean on 
its enlisted corps to do the flying. 

Gallaway said the drones are a 
tool for a “near-peer competitive 
environment” — a battle against a 
well-armed and organized enemy. 


The Army has gone to war with 
drones for nearly two decades. But 
those drones have been toys com¬ 
pared with the Gray Eagle. 

The biggest was the Shadow, 
with 14-foot wings. It had a range 
of 68 miles, compared with the 
Gray Eagle’s more than 1,500- 
mile range. The small one was the 
Raven, with a 4-foot wingspan and 
a range of 6 miles. 

Those drones gave commanders 
a limited view of the battlefield for 
short periods of time. They’re un¬ 
armed, but tactically useful when 
confronting nearby enemies. 

The Gray Eagle, with sophisti¬ 
cated cameras and other intelli¬ 
gence sensors aboard, is strategic, 
Gallaway said. 

“It gives us reconnaissance and 
security,” he said. 

Training with the Gray 
Eagle at Fort Carson, though, is 
challenging. 

The 135,000-acre post has lim¬ 
ited room to use the drones, and 
it is difficult to simulate how they 
would be used in war without vast 
tracts of land. On Fort Carson, the 
drones look inward to the post’s 
training area and aren’t used to 
spy on the neighbors, Gallaway 
said. The drones don’t carry mis¬ 
siles in training. 

The small training area denies 
operators experience that will 
prepare them for combat. 

To overcome that, the post is 
asking the Federal Aviation Ad¬ 
ministration to create a corridor 
between Fort Carson and the 
235,000-acre Pinon Canyon Ma¬ 
neuver Site east of Trinidad. That 
would give the drone’s operators 
experience with long-distance 


flights while keeping the drones 
safely separated from other air¬ 
craft with a dedicated flight path. 

The need for that kind of room to 
fly also speaks to the Gray Eagle’s 
game-changing battlefield role. 

The drone can sneak behind 
the lines and gather intelligence 
on enemy movements, sharing 
the enemy’s precise location with 
computers mounted on American 
vehicles across the battlefield. 

It can also be used to target 
enemy commanders, throwing 
their units into chaos with a preci¬ 
sion strike. 

The drones can also be used in 
new ways the Army is beginning 
to explore. Pilots aboard the avia¬ 
tion brigade’s AH-64E attack heli¬ 
copters can view the drone feed in 
their cockpit and control the Gray 
Eagle in flight. 

“Manned-unmanned teaming 
brings synergy to the battlefield 
where each platform, ground or 
air, uses its combat systems in the 
most efficient mode to supplement 
each team member’s capabilities 
in missions such as overwatch of 
troops in combat engagements, 
route reconnaissance, and con¬ 
voy security,” Lt. Col. Fernando 
Guadalupe Jr. wrote in the Army’s 
Aviation Digest. 

Translated: Using drones, the 
Army can overwhelm an enemy 
like the Martians in “War of The 
Worlds.” 

Gallaway, an attack helicop¬ 
ter pilot, said he’s been watching 
the rise of drones in warfare for 
years. 

It will change warfare. And 
America is in the lead. 

“I love it,” he said. 


Philippines: Risk of conflict up in South China Sea 


By Jim Gomez 

Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — The risks of a “miscalcu¬ 
lation” and armed conflict have risen in the disputed 
South China Sea, with a militarily stronger China 
now able to challenge the United States, which used 
to be the dominant power in the strategic waterway, 
the Philippine envoy to Beijing said Monday. 

Ambassador Jose Santiago “Chito” Sta. Romana 
said the balance of power was shifting with the two 
global powers vying for control of the waters, add¬ 
ing the Philippines should not get entangled in the 
increasingly tense maritime rivalry. 

China claims virtually the entire South China 
Sea, where the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Tai¬ 
wan and Brunei also have overlapping claims, and it 
has built seven mostly submerged reefs into islands 
that reportedly could be used as forward air naval 
bases and have been installed with a missile defense 
system. 

The U.S. Navy has sailed warships on “freedom- 
of-navigation” operations near the artificial islands, 
actions China has protested as U.S. intervention in an 
Asian conflict. 

“Whereas before the South China Sea was domi¬ 
nated by the U.S. 7th Fleet, now the Chinese navy is 
starting to challenge the dominance,” Sta. Romana 
told a news forum in Manila. “I think we will see a 
shift in the balance of power.” 

“It is not the case that the South China Sea is now 
a Chinese lake, not at all,” Sta. Romana said. “Look 
at the U.S. aircraft carrier; it’s still going through 
the South China Sea,” he added, referring to the USS 


Carl Vinson that recently patrolled the disputed wa¬ 
ters and is currently on a visit to the Philippines. 

He compared the two powers to elephants fighting 
and trampling on the grass and said, “What we don’t 
want is for us to be the grass.” 

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte’s policy of 
befriending China has worked, Sta. Romana said, cit¬ 
ing Beijing’s decision to lift its blockade around Phil- 
ippine-occupied Second Thomas Shoal, where the 
Philippine military could now freely send new sup¬ 
plies to Philippine marines guarding the area. 

China has also allowed Philippine fishermen into 
another disputed area, the Scarborough Shoal, after 
Duterte visited Beijing and raised the issue with Chi¬ 
nese President Xi Jinping. Xi reportedly told Duterte, 
“Give me a few days; I’ll take care of this,” Sta. Ro¬ 
mana quoted Duterte as saying about the meeting 
with his Chinese counterpart a few months after he 
won the Philippine presidency in 2016. 

China took control of the uninhabited atoll off the 
northwestern Philipppines after a tense standoff in 
2012. 

In January, China accused the U.S. of trespass¬ 
ing when the guided missile destroyer USS Hopper 
sailed near Scarborough. 

President Donald Trump’s administration has out¬ 
lined a security strategy that emphasized countering 
China’s rise and reinforcing the U.S. presence in the 
Indo-Pacific region, where Beijing and Washington 
have accused each other of stoking a dangerous mili¬ 
tary buildup and fought for wider influence. 

Washington has no claim in the South China Sea 
but has declared a peaceful resolution and freedom 
of navigation are in its national interest. 
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Tricare overhaul life-altering 7 for families 


Processing woes threaten vital 
therapy for autistic children 


By Dianna Cahn 
Stars and Stripes 





Military Spouse Magazine and Chasing Dragonflies by Karyn 


Coast Guard Petty Officer 1st Class James Nelson holds his youngest son, Coleman, and his wife, Mary, 
holds their middle son, Wyatt, who is autistic, in Clearwater, Fla., in spring 2017. Mary Nelson said 
problems with Tricare following Jan. 1 changes have forced Wyatt’s behavioral therapy center to slash 


WASHINGTON — The letters, 
as if coordinated, began going out 
the third week in January. 

First Anchorage, Alaska, then 
Jacksonville, Fla. Soon, military 
families in Texas and Alabama 
hubs received notices, too. 

Despite months of preparation, 
the 2018 overhaul of the mili¬ 
tary health insurance company 
Tricare was not going smoothly, 
the letters from service provid¬ 
ers explained. Tricare’s new 
management companies were 
not reimbursing providers and 
were not responding adequately 
to phone calls, emails or online 
submissions. 

So therapy clinics like Bloom 
Behavioral Solutions in Jackson¬ 
ville, Integrated Solutions in San 
Antonio and A Perfect Fit, AK 
near Anchorage, which offer be¬ 
havioral therapies for children 
with autism and other challenges, 
were finding themselves without 
recourse — unable to cover the 
costs of the expensive therapies 
for children of military fami¬ 
lies. Services would have to be 
slashed, each letter said. 

“Despite all our efforts to 
maintain services without Tri¬ 
care reimbursement, we are at a 
point at which we can no longer 
continue to provide ongoing ser¬ 
vices for Tricare beneficiaries 
for which we are not paid,” Bloom 
Behavioral wrote on Jan. 19. “Be¬ 
ginning on Wed. Jan. 24, we will 
have to put all services for Tri¬ 
care beneficiaries on hold.” 

For parents, the news was stun¬ 
ning. These therapies are not 
simply beneficial; they give their 


children skills to cope with ev¬ 
eryday life. Losing them could be 
devastating for a child’s progress. 

“I walked into the clinic room 
and there were parents in tears,” 
said Mary Nelson, a Coast Guard 
wife whose 7-year-old receives 
hours of behavioral therapy each 
week at Bloom. “Everything 
changed so abruptly. This is life- 
altering for these kids.” 

In Alaska, Jeri Romesha re¬ 
ceived a similar letter Jan. 17 
from A Perfect Fit, AK, the cen¬ 
ter where her daughter, 6, and her 
son, 3, receive a total of 30 hours 
of therapy per week. 

Romesha, whose husband is a 
senior master sergeant at Joint 
Base Elmendorf Richardson in 
Anchorage, started pounding the 
phones. First she called Health- 
Net Federal Services, which took 
over the Tricare West contract 
Jan. 1. But after hours on hold 
and no way to leave a message 
without giving her entire Social 
Security number, Romesha took 
a different tack. 

She reached out to HealthNet 
contacts she had through her 
work as a Transition Assistance 
Program manager on base. By 
chance, one of them was a region¬ 
al director. 

“Services for my kids are being 
canceled and stopped because of 
these problems,” Romesha told 
him. “This is not the way to do 
business.” 

The director stepped in, and 
the providers got paid, Romesha 
said. “Frankly, we got lucky. If I 
hadn’t reached out to the connec¬ 
tions I had, we wouldn’t have ser¬ 
vices now.” 

Across the country, parents 
and providers say they are facing 


services. 

overwhelming obstacles to sus¬ 
taining services under Tricare 
following the Jan. 1 reorganiza¬ 
tion that included merging Tri¬ 
care East and Tricare South and 
changing contracts for Tricare 
East and West. 

Servicemembers and family 
members have reported difficul¬ 
ties connecting to online systems 
and hourslong waits to speak to 
customer service. Parents and 
providers said they learned more 
from each other in online forums 
than from attempts to reach their 
insurance representatives. 


Meanwhile, providers say reim¬ 
bursements are patchy, they are 
slow to be approved, many provid¬ 
ers are being reimbursed at rates 
of less-qualified professionals, 
and the management companies 
— Humana Military in Tricare 
East and HealthNet in Tricare 
West — are slow to correct errors 
and to address problems. 

The Defense Health Agency 
says it is aware of the problems, 
particularly in Tricare East, and 
it has established a joint DHA/ 
Humana Autism Task Force to 
resolve issues. It also says many 


of the problems have been cor¬ 
rected or are being resolved. But 
providers say that while claims 
that do through without error are 
being processed more quickly, 
many of the issues still persist 
— including frequent errors in 
processing, payment rates and 
full reimbursements. 

Bloom is among several com¬ 
panies that managed to continue 
some services by taking out ex¬ 
pensive, urgent, high-interest 
loans. But that’s not sustainable 
for very long. 

“It’s a mess,” said Amila Smith, 
a partner at a Compass Behav¬ 
ioral in Atlanta, who is concerned 
that if things don’t get better, the 
company will have to opt out of 
Tricare. Her company took out a 
loan as well. 

“We don’t want to interrupt ser¬ 
vices,” she said. “A lot of our clients 
we have had for several years and 
we’ve made such good strides for 
them. But we can’t keep borrow¬ 
ing money to run the business.” 

Anything but smooth 

In rolling out Tricare’s larg¬ 
est overhaul in two decades, the 
military consolidated its massive 
health care program from three 
regions into two, keeping Tricare 
West intact and merging north 
and south into a single Tricare 
East Region. New management 
contractors were brought in for 
both regions. 

Months before the rollout, pro¬ 
viders said they sent their ros¬ 
ters and credentials to the new 
companies to ensure a smooth 
transition. 



Above: Jase, 3, and Emma, 6, who both get daily therapies for 
speech and behavior, sled in November 2017 near their home in 
Anchorage, Alaska, where their father, an airman, is based at Joint 
Base Elmendorf Richardson. Their mother, Jeri Romesha, used her 
health care contacts on base to help save their therapy services 
when Tricare problems emerged. 

Right: Certified behavioral analysis therapist Sheena Rae works with 
Jase at A Perfect Fit, AK, where he gets help learning to express 
himself. 



Photos by Emerald Pacific Photography, above, and courtesy of Jeri Romesha, right 
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For a lot of kids ... therapy is part of their 
routine. When we take their routine away, 
it’s really confusing for them. So it not only 
takes away all those learning opportunities 
they otherwise would have gotten, that 
change in routine can really destabilize 
their learning and cause a lot of problem 
behaviors, f 

Kelly Forestal 

behavioral analysis therapist at A Perfect Fit, AK 


FROM PAGE 4 

But the Jan. 1 transition was 
anything but smooth. 

Some providers did not get their 
credentials. Referrals weren’t 
going through, and soon problems 
emerged with claims processing. 

“We were prepared for this 
merger,” said Bloom Behavioral 
Solutions co-founder and CEO 
Genevieve Covington. “We had 
everything signed well before 
(the transition). My business 
partner and I had been saving for 
a two-to-three-week delay. But 
nobody could have prepared for 
this situation.” 

Providers complain that the 
website would not allow verifi¬ 
cation of basic information like 
names of providers, authorization 
to provide service to clients or 
corrections to erroneously pro¬ 
cessed claims. 

Covington said her center went 
from having six board-certified 
behavioral analysis therapists to 
four, when Humana failed to cre¬ 
dential two of them. That auto¬ 
matically cut back on their ability 
to serve clients. 

Humana also was failing to pay 
out properly and was mislabeling 
the coverages or levels of certi¬ 
fications, several providers said. 
Trying to rectify those errors 
amounted to dozens of hours per 
week on the phone. 

In one instance, Covington 
said, Humana processed one of 
two siblings receiving dozens of 
hours of applied behavioral anal¬ 
ysis per week as out-of-network 
and the other as in-network. The 
active-duty parents were charged 
hundreds of dollars per day for 
services that are supposed to be 
covered. The company, unsure 
which services would be reim¬ 
bursed, put salaried therapists 
on hourly rates and cut back on 
hours. After warning parents 
they might have to cut services to 
all Tricare patients, the company 
took out a loan. 

In Georgia, Smith said her 
company was told in January that 
their paperwork was not valid be¬ 
cause Humana had not yet begun 
operations. Their provider repre¬ 
sentative told them she’d look into 
it, Smith said, but did not get back 
to them for weeks. 

With more than 50 Tricare pa¬ 
tients and similar problems with 
processing and payment errors, 
lack of credentialing and an im¬ 
proper fee schedule, Smith’s com¬ 
pany, Compass, was struggling. 

Meanwhile, parents said they 
could not get answers on copay¬ 
ment increases and spent hours 
trying to reach customer service 

Similar things were happening 
with HealthNet, although the De¬ 
fense Health Agency says those 
problems are less severe. 

At A Perfect Fit, therapist Kelly 
Forestal cut back her work hours 
so the company could pay its 
more junior registered behavior¬ 
al technicians and keep services 
running. 

“Thank goodness the techni¬ 
cians continued to work,” For¬ 
estal said. “If we had gotten to the 
point where we had to terminate 
their services, too, that could 
have been disastrous.” 

Forestal said HealthNet recti¬ 
fied many of the issues after one 
of its local officers stepped in, but 
it is still paying lower rates for ap¬ 
plied behavioral analysis profes¬ 
sionals, which she worries could 
force companies like hers out of 


Tricare. 

Right now, she said, she’s less 
worried about the money than 
about ensuring the kids get the 
therapy they need. 

“For a lot of kids ... therapy is 
part of their routine,” she said. 
“When we take their routine 
away, it’s really confusing for 
them. So it not only takes away all 
those learning opportunities they 
otherwise would have gotten, that 
change in routine can really de¬ 
stabilize their learning and cause 
a lot of problem behaviors.” 

'Nobody cares’ 

When she realized that prob¬ 
lems with Tricare were happen¬ 
ing around the country, Mandy 
Farmer fumed. How was it that 
she was getting calls weeks into 
the rollout of the Tricare changes 
saying that the new management 
company needed more informa¬ 
tion before it could approve her 
son’s provider? How could Tri¬ 
care and the Defense Health 
Agency, or DHA, spend months 
preparing for the 2018 transition 
and still get it so wrong? 

This wasn’t the first time Farm¬ 
er has had Tricare problems, but 
she said she had never seen it this 


bad. The Air Force wife and ad¬ 
vocate for parents of autistic kids 
penned a scathing post on her 
blog “From Motherhood.” 

“I’m either going to cry or 
punch someone,” she wrote. “Mil¬ 
itary families all over the country 
are receiving notice that services 
for their autistic children will 
cease because Tricare’s new con¬ 
tractors are not paying provid¬ 
ers. Tricare knows. The Defense 
Health Agency knows. Everybody 
knows. Nobody cares.” 

“Is it just me, or is this a smart 
way for them to save a lot of 
money?” asked Farmer, whose 
husband is an Air Force colonel 
at Ellsworth Air Force Base near 
Rapid City, S.D. 

Farmer has a child struggling 
with autism who has benefited 
greatly from behavioral therapies 
that the family could not afford 
without insurance. 

Her son, Evan, 7, was getting 10 
hours of behavioral therapy per 
week for severe aggression. He 
had three therapists who worked 
with him on skills for coping and 
sharing and on being around his 
siblings without acting out. The 
biggest thing were community 
outings with the therapist, who 
would help him learn to cope in 


strange or public places. 

The treatment is very me¬ 
thodical — training an autistic 
child through consequences and 
patterns, like taking toys away 
if they behave badly and giving 
them back one at a time as they 
behave well. 

Before therapy, Evan had doz¬ 
ens of incidents per day, Farmer 
said. Now he has one or two per 
week. 

But when two of his three ther¬ 
apists had to stop working with 
him last month because of the 
Tricare problems, he lost six of 
his 12 hours of therapy, and his 
schedule changed as his provider 
struggled to keep services going. 

For an autistic child who 
thrives on structure and predict¬ 
able planning, the sudden chang¬ 
es were overwhelming. 

It is “yanking the rug out from 
under them,” said Farmer. “It’s 
devastating to families.” 

‘A number of 
challenges’ 

In a statement Thursday, the 
DHA said it was aware of the 
problems in credentialing pro¬ 
viders and paying out claims 
— particularly for services to 
special-needs patients receiving 
applied behavioral analysis for 
autism-spectrum disorders. It 
committed to resolving the issue 
and to overseeing Humana’s per¬ 
formance closely. 

“Resolving the issues families 
are facing is our highest priority,” 
the statement said. 

It also outlined improvements, 
including adding a special cus¬ 
tomer service number for applied 
behavioral analysis providers and 
additional training for customer 
service representatives. It has 
held three provider webinars and 
said applied behavioral analysis 
provider credentialing now takes 
an average of 17 days and that 



Photos courtesy of Mandy Farmer 


Above: Evan, 7, who has 
autism, beams after opening a 
package of muffins by himself 
for the first time in an undated 
photo. His mother, Mandy 
Farmer, who writes a blog called 
“Motherhood,” said the therapy 
services for her son that helped 
him learn these skills have been 
cut in half due to glitches in the 
Tricare overhaul on Jan. 1. 

Left: Registered behavior 
technician Annalise Dzyak works 
with Evan, then 5, on his life and 
coping skills two years ago. 

work is being done to reduce that 
to seven. 

“All errors inappropriately de¬ 
nying ABA (applied behavioral 
analysis) provider claims were 
corrected as of Jan. 25,” the state¬ 
ment said. “All claims are now 
processing correctly and all prior 
claims that were processed incor¬ 
rectly have been reprocessed with 
no action needed by the provider. 
Claims from ABA providers are 
now processing and being paid in 
an average of seven to 10 days.” 

But providers like Covington 
and Smith say that while claims 
processing time has improved, 
problems continue. Providers say 
they still must spend hours on 
the phone to get errors corrected, 
and many still are not getting 
fixed. They are still owed reim¬ 
bursements, and problems with 
credentials remain. 

Covington said she lost anoth¬ 
er board-certified therapist this 
week because of the instability. 

Smith said that after two meet¬ 
ings with a Humana supervisor 
to try to get credentials for one 
of her therapists, she wrote to the 
DHA this week to say she had to 
turn away one of her patients be¬ 
cause she couldn’t get the child’s 
therapist credentialed. The DHA 
responded with an offer to assign 
another provider for the child 
rather than resolving the under¬ 
lying Tricare issue. 

With a 70 percent caseload 
through Tricare, Smith worried 
that if issues continued, Tricare 
would put her out of business. 

For parents, the confusion re¬ 
mains. Many are receiving only 
partial services, and they worry 
about the short- and long-term 
consequences for their children. 

“We need to get the word out 
there,” Mary Nelson said. “These 
families are suffering.” 

cahn.dianna@stripes.com 
Twitter: @DiannaCahn 
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WAR ON TERRORISM 


ISIS ambushes Iraqi Shiite-led force; 27 killed 


By Qassim Abdul-Zahra 

Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — Islamic State militants 
ambushed a group of Iraq’s Shiite-led para¬ 
military fighters, killing at least 27 people, 
more than two months after Baghdad de¬ 
clared victory over the extremist group, of¬ 
ficials said Monday 

The Popular Mobilization Forces, an um¬ 
brella group of mostly Shiite militias, said 
in a statement that the attack took place 
southwest of the northern city of Kirkuk, 
where the paramilitaries were conducting 
overnight raids. 

The attackers were disguised in army 
uniforms and manning a fake checkpoint, 
the statement said, adding that ensuing 
clashes lasted for at least two hours and that 
some of the militants were killed and others 
fled the area. 

Brig. Gen. Yahya Rasool, an Iraqi mili¬ 
tary spokesman, blamed ISIS “sleeper 
cells” and said Iraqi forces were searching 
the area to find the perpetrators. 

ISIS claimed responsibility for the attack 
in a statement carried by its Aamaq news 
agency. 

Karim al-Nouri, a PMF spokesman, de¬ 
scribed the attack as a “heinous crime” and 
called for greater scrutiny of Iraqis return¬ 
ing to areas liberated from ISIS. He said 
the attackers had taken advantage of heavy 
rains overnight. 

Hadi al-Amiri, the leader of the Badr Bri¬ 
gade, one of the most prominent Shiite mili¬ 
tias, vowed “revenge.” 

Speaking at a military airfield in Bagh¬ 
dad where the bodies were being flown in, 
he called on security forces to be vigilant, 
saying, “The war against terrorism is not 
over yet.” 

Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi’s office 
put out a statement expressing condolences 
to family members of those killed. It said 
it had issued orders to hunt down those re¬ 
sponsible and other sleeper cells, and to in¬ 
vestigate the incident and take any required 
steps. 



Photos by Anmar Khalil/AP 


Above: Mourners pray over the flag-draped coffin of Ismail Mahmoud, 24, a fighter for the Popular Mobilization Forces who was 
killed Sunday in an attack near the northern city of Kirkuk, Iraq. Below: A military band plays at his funeral in Najaf on Monday. 


At least 11 of the slain 
troops were from the 
southern city of Basra, 
where a three-day 
mourning period was 
declared. 

Iraq declared victory 
over ISIS in December 
, 1 after more than three 
Badr Brigade y ears 0 f heavy fight¬ 
ing. The group has been 
driven from all the ter¬ 
ritory it seized in the summer of 2014, but 
U.S. and Iraqi officials have said it is likely to 
continue launching insurgent-style attacks. 


The 
war on 

I terrorism 
is not over 
yet.* 

Hadi al-Amiri ' 



Turkey warns it may hit 
Syrian troops in enclave 


Burhan Ozbilici/AP 

An Ankara, Turkey, municipality worker fixes a new street sign 
that reads “Olive Branch Street” in Turkish, after Turkey’s military 
operation to drive out the Syrian Kurdish militia in an enclave in 
northwest Syria. The U.S. Embassy is on the street. 


By Bassem Mroue 
and Karin Laub 

Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Turkey threatened 
on Monday to hit back at Syrian 
pro-government troops if they 
deploy in an enclave in northern 
Syria to protect a Kurdish militia 
that Ankara is battling there. 

The warning by the Turkish 
foreign minister came shortly 
after Syrian state media said 
pro-government forces will begin 
entering the Kurdish-controlled 
enclave of Afrin in the country’s 
northwest “within hours,” after 
reaching an agreement with the 
Kurdish militia in control of the 
region. 

The official SANA news agen¬ 
cy said the forces will deploy in 
Afrin to “bolster” local forces 
in confronting Turkish “aggres¬ 
sion,” suggesting the Syrian gov¬ 
ernment and Kurdish fighters 
have struck a deal under which 
the government forces would 
help repel an ongoing Turkish of¬ 
fensive on the enclave. 


The agreement may prompt 
Turkey to pull out and end a 
monthlong air and ground of¬ 
fensive that aims to oust the Syr¬ 
ian Kurdish militia known as 
the People’s Protection Units, or 
YPG, from Afrin. Ankara consid¬ 
ers the YPG a “terrorist group” 
linked to its own Kurdish insur¬ 
gency within Turkey’s borders. 

Turkey’s foreign minister 
promptly issued the warning, say¬ 
ing his country is ready to battle 
Syrian government troops if they 
enter Afrin to protect the Kurdish 
fighters. 

Speaking in the Jordanian 
capital of Amman, Mevlut Cavu- 
soglu added that “if the regime is 
entering to protect the YPG, then 
no one can stop us, stop Turkey or 
the Turkish soldiers.” 

On the other hand, he said that 
Ankara would have no problem if 
Syrian government forces enter 
Afrin to clear the area of YPG 
fighters. 

The announcements came as 
violence continued in Afrin. 

The Britain-based Syrian Ob¬ 


servatory for Human Rights and 
Syria’s state media reported that 
Turkish troops pounded villag¬ 
es in the enclave with artillery 
shells. 

SANA gave no further details 
about the deployment of the 
troops, known as “popular forc¬ 
es,” to the area. The Syrian gov¬ 
ernment withdrew from much of 
the border area with Turkey in 
2012 and maintains no presence 
in Afrin. 


“The popular forces joining 
the resistance against Turkish 
occupation in Afrin comes in the 
framework of supporting resi¬ 
dents as well as defending Syria 
and its sovereignty,” SANA said, 
adding that the deployment aims 
to “frustrate attempts by (Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip) Erdo- 
gan’s regime and its mercenaries 
of terrorist organizations to oc¬ 
cupy the area,” referring to Turk¬ 
ish-backed Syrian insurgents. 


Bodies of 
9 abducted 
are found in 
Afghanistan 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — An 
Afghan official says that bodies 
of nine civilians abducted by mil¬ 
itants early last year have been 
found in the country’s eastern 
province of Nangarhar. 

A district governor says the 
bodies, including three of tribal 
leaders, were found dumped in a 
common grave over the weekend. 

Sayed Rahman Mohmand, of 
Kot district, said the locals found 
the bodies in neighboring Achin 
district. The nine were abducted 
by militants in early 2017 in Kot, 
and nothing was known about 
their fate till now. 

Mohmand said Islamic State 
was behind the abduction and 
the killings, though the militant 
group has not claimed responsi¬ 
bility for the deaths. 

Both the Taliban and ISIS are 
active in eastern Afghanistan. 
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School shooting survivors 
face 'marathon' of funerals 


White House says Trump 
‘supportive’ of better gun 
buyer background checks 


Tribune Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — The 
White House said Monday 
that President Donald Trump 
was “supportive” of efforts to 
improve the system of back¬ 
ground checks for people who 
seek to buy guns in the United 
States. 

In a statement, the White 
House said Trump spoke to 
Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, 
on Friday to discuss a biparti¬ 
san bill Cornyn is co-sponsor¬ 
ing that would tighten federal 
background checks. However, 
the statement did not express¬ 
ly say that Trump supported 
the bill. 


The statement follows an 
emotional outcry from hun¬ 
dreds of students who survived 
Wednesday’s massacre at the 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
high school in Parkland, Fla. 
Seventeen students and staff 
members were killed by a 19- 
year-old who once attended 
the school. 

The students are demanding 
government action to curb gun 
violence and planning protest 
marches for next month. 

The White House said 
Trump will hold a “listening 
session” with an unspecified 
group of students later this 
week. 



Matt McCLAiN/The Washington Post 


From left, Shari Unger, Melissa Goldsmith and Giulianna Cerbono 
embrace Sunday outside Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Fla. 


By Kevin Sullivan 
and William Wan 

The Washington Post 

PARKLAND, Fla. — Under 
vacation-blue Florida skies, the 
young mourners have emerged 
from family SUVs and minivans 
at funeral after funeral, high 
school girls in black dresses and 
heels and teen boys in black shirts 
and pants. 

“This is physically and emo¬ 
tionally the kind of marathon I 
never want anyone else to have 
to run,” said Ken Cutler, a city 
commissioner, following one of 
the funerals Sunday for victims 
of last week’s shooting at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School. 
Seventeen people died, mainly 
teens. 

“These are children who have 
never had death touch their 
lives,” said Cutler, 58, whose wife 
is a teacher who survived the 
shooting. 

“Facing your own mortal¬ 
ity as an adult is hard enough. I 
can’t imagine what it is like for a 
teenager.” 

Since Friday, they’ve attend¬ 
ed a succession of funerals for 
teachers and fellow classmates. 
On Sunday, they memorialized 
geography teacher Scott Beigel 
and two 14-year-old students 
— Jaime Guttenberg, a freshman 
girl who loved dancing, and Alex 
Schachter, a freshman boy who 
played trombone in the school 
band. Both students had older sib¬ 
lings who survived the shooting, 
relatives said. 

This affluent city of gated com¬ 
munities, private golf courses 
and top-notch schools is strug¬ 
gling to cope with the American 
tragedy of mass shootings. As in 
small communities before them, 
including Newtown, Conn., and 
Sutherland Springs, Texas, virtu¬ 
ally everyone here knows some¬ 
one who was killed. They are 
mourning together like family, 


with processions that clog streets 
and services that overflow hotel 
event rooms. 

They are also fighting back 
with a focused fury. Parkland’s 
teenagers, some in braces, have 
emerged since the shootings as 
a fearless and powerful politi¬ 
cal voice calling for stricter gun 
laws. On Sunday, in a round of ap¬ 
pearances on national television, 
teenage survivors of the shooting, 
propelled by their haunting expe¬ 
rience, announced the creation of 
“March For Our Lives” and what 
they hope will be a huge demon¬ 
stration in Washington on March 
24. 

On its new website, the group’s 
mission statement says: “Not one 
more. We cannot allow one more 
child to be shot at school. We can¬ 
not allow one more teacher to 


make a choice to jump in front of 
a firing assault rifle to save the 
lives of students.” 

On ABC’s “This Week,” 11th- 
grader Cameron Kasky said the 
movement, whose hashtag in¬ 
stantly went viral, aims to get be¬ 
yond party politics to give a rising 
generation the chance to “create 
a new normal” out of entrenched 
gun politics. 

“We are losing our lives while 
the adults are playing around,” 
Kasky said. 

But their raging activism is also 
mixed with quiet personal pain. 
At the same time that Parkland 
teens are trying to create a po¬ 
litical force to challenge the Na¬ 
tional Rifle Association, they also 
are juggling funeral and burial 
schedules day after day. 

Mental health specialists and 


others said funerals help bring 
closure and peace for grieving 
adolescents. But the sheer num¬ 
ber has many worried about the 
long-term emotional damage of 
America’s increasingly common 
schoolhouse slaughters. 

“These funerals can be very 
empowering,” said Priti Kothari, 
a child-and-adolescent psychia¬ 
trist based in nearby Boca Raton 
who knows many of the families 
involved, including a neighbor 
who lost a child in the shooting. 

“There is a lot of noise in the 
media and so many unanswered 
questions,” she said. “But in the 
intimacy of a funeral, you hear all 
the beautiful stories of these chil¬ 
dren, their vision of life and how 
you can carry it on.” 

She said it’s notable how pow¬ 
erful and eloquent the Douglas 
students have been, spurred on 
by their grief. 

“The adolescent brain is 
searching for meaning, and these 
funerals offer a way for them to 
ask, ‘How can I be of service?”’ 
Kothari said. “How does this 


anger turn into something that’s 
productive?” 

In Parkland, the funerals kept 
coming. So many people want to 
attend that many of the services 
have been moved to a large func¬ 
tion room at a Marriott resort, a 
lemon-yellow complex with 30- 
foot palm trees and a lush golf 
course. 

Twice on Sunday, hundreds 
of mourners, many of them par¬ 
ents and children holding hands, 
walked to funerals through 
overflowing parking lots, past 
hearses, black funeral limos and 
golfers unloading clubs. Many of 
them attended both services. 

Cutler, the city commissioner, 
said the half-dozen or so funerals 
so far have helped this tight-knit 
city cope — including his wife. 

“The impact of this is going to 
be on her heart forever,” he said 
after Alex’s service. “But being 
with her friends from school, 
being with her community at 
these funerals, this is a big part 
of what’s going to help her heal. 
Help us all heal.” 
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Medical examiner 
taps DNA to seek 
missing people 


By Verena Dobnik 

Associated. Press 

NEW YORK — For families 
who have searched years for miss¬ 
ing loved ones, donating a sample 
of DNA is often a last, desperate 
act to confirm their worst fears. 

New York City’s medical exam¬ 
iner is leading a nationwide ef¬ 
fort to collect genetic material to 
match it with unidentified human 
remains. It’s a way to finally give 
family members some answers 
and maybe some solace. 

“People will not rest without 
answers, at least some answers,” 
said Dr. Barbara Sampson, the 
city’s chief medical examiner. 

During the past decade, thou¬ 
sands of DNA samples have been 
donated to the city’s medical 
examiner’s office. Most include 
swabs of saliva from close rela¬ 
tives, but also DNA taken from 
items used by the missing per¬ 
sons themselves, including tooth¬ 
brushes, combs, razor blades and, 
once, even a sanitary napkin. 

They’ve led to the identifica¬ 
tion of about 50 missing people 
each year, all of whom had been 
found dead. But for many who 
have submitted samples, the wait 
continues. 

“Part of you hopes they never 
call you because if they call that 
means it’s over,” said Rose Cobo, 
who submitted DNA to the pro¬ 
gram after her adult niece van¬ 
ished in 2016 after being treated 
at a Brooklyn hospital for post¬ 
partum depression following the 
birth of a son. Chelsea Cobo’s 
whereabouts are still unknown. 

The program helped end 
Luis Merchan’s quest to find his 
younger brother, Manuel, who 
was reported missing in 2015 
after he left his native Ecuador 
and crossed the U.S. border from 
Mexico. DNA matched with the 
remains of a 35-year-old “John 
Doe” who succumbed to expo¬ 
sure and dehydration in the Texas 
desert. 

“It’s sad,” Merchan said. “We 
hoped Manuel would call one 
day. But we at least know what 
happened.” 

On any given day, there are as 
many as 100,000 active missing 
persons cases in the U.S., accord¬ 
ing to the FBI’s National Crime 
Information Center. Most of those 
people eventually are found safe. 
The medical examiner’s office 
program is open to people whose 
loved ones have been missing 60 
days or more. 

The New York City medical 
examiner’s office has been a pio¬ 
neer in advanced DNA techniques 
since 9/11, when it was tasked 
with using genetic evidence to 
identify and sort tens of thousands 
of small pieces of human remains 



Bebeto Matthews/AP 


A criminalist trainee prepares 
sample bone fragments for DNA 
testing in April 2014 at the 
training lab in the Office of Chief 
Medical Examiner in New York. 

found in the rubble of the World 
Trade Center. 

One such advance, Sampson 
said, was learning how to get 
good genetic material out of bone 
fragments. DNA testing once re¬ 
quired a large sample of blood or 
saliva that often was destroyed 
in the process. The latest genetic 
technology allows a few cells to 
be reproduced for DNA that lasts 
indefinitely. 

Pulverized genetic material is 
spun in a centrifuge and turned 
into a clear liquid that’s poured 
into test tubes on a robotic assem¬ 
bly line. The tubes are bar-coded 
and padlocked in metal cages in a 
secure vault. 

Genetic profiles developed 
from the tests are plugged into 
the databank called the National 
Missing and Unidentified Persons 
System. The system is capable of 
searching for unique similarities 
in DNA strings that indicate two 
people are related. 

“Our job is to help identify your 
loved one and return them to you, 
no matter where in the United 
States. They don’t have to have 
died here in New York City,” said 
Mark Desire, assistant director of 
the medical examiner’s Depart¬ 
ment of Forensic Biology. 

Mary Lyall submitted her DNA 
to the New York City medical ex¬ 
aminer, along with her husband’s, 
as part of her hunt for her missing 
daughter. 

Suzy Lyall was 19 when she 
disappeared in 1998. She last was 
seen on the University at Albany 
campus as she got off a bus. 

After she vanished, her mother 
sifted through her room at home 
looking for clues. In a wastebas¬ 
ket, she found a sanitary napkin 
Suzy had wrapped and discarded 
amid crumpled paper. 

Two decades later, no match 
has been made. 

“I still look out the window and 
think, ‘Where is she?’ ” Lyall said. 




Above: Rose 
Cobo holds a 
framed photo 
of her niece, 
Chelsea, at her 
house in the 
Brooklyn borough 
of New York on 
Feb. 9. Chelsea 
disappeared in 
May 2016. 

Left: Chelsea 
Cobo holds her 
son, Christopher, 
in framed photos 
arranged as 
a shrine at 
her home in 
Brooklyn. 

Mark Lennihan/AP 
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Former Trump aide to testify against Manafort 


Kremlin: US lacks evidence for indictments 


By David Willman 

Tribune Washington Bureau 

WASHINGTON — A former top aide to 
Donald Trump’s presidential campaign 
will plead guilty to fraud-related charges 
within days and has made it clear to pros¬ 
ecutors that he would testify against Paul 
Manafort, the lawyer-lobbyist who once 
managed the campaign. 

The change of heart by Trump’s former 
deputy campaign manager, Rick Gates, 
who had pleaded not guilty after being 
indicted in October on charges similar to 
those against Manafort, was described 
in interviews by people familiar with the 
case. 

“Rick Gates is going to change his plea 
to guilty,” said a person with direct knowl¬ 
edge of the development, adding that the 
revised plea will be presented in federal 
court in Washington “within the next few 
days.” 

That individual and others who dis¬ 
cussed the matter spoke on condition of 
anonymity, citing a judge’s gag order re¬ 
stricting comments about the case to the 
news media or public. 

Gates’ defense lawyer, Thomas C. Green, 
did not respond to messages left by phone 
and email. Peter Carr, a spokesman for 
special counsel Robert Mueller, declined 
to comment. 

Mueller is heading the prosecutions of 
Gates and Manafort as part of the wide- 
ranging investigation into Russian med¬ 
dling in the 2016 election and whether 
Trump or his aides committed crimes be¬ 
fore, during or since the campaign. 

The imminent change of Gates’ plea 


Associated Press 

MOSCOW — The Kremlin has dis¬ 
missed a U.S. indictment that charged 
13 Russians with interfering in the 2016 
U.S. presidential election as lacking 
evidence. 

The indictment handed down Friday 
by a federal grand jury alleges that a 
wealthy entrepreneur with close ties to 
Russian President Vladimir Putin fun- 
neled money to a so-called “troll farm,” 
which sent operatives to the United 


follows negotiations over the last several 
weeks between Green and two of Mueller’s 
prosecutors — senior assistant special 
counsels Andrew Weissmann and Greg D. 
Andres. 

According to a person familiar with 
those talks, Gates, a longtime political con¬ 
sultant, can expect “a substantial reduction 
in his sentence” if he fully cooperates with 
the investigation. He said Gates is likely to 
serve about 18 months in prison. 

The delicate terms reached by the op¬ 
posing lawyers, he said, will not be speci¬ 
fied in writing. Gates “understands that 
the government may move to reduce his 
sentence if he substantially cooperates 
— but it won’t be spelled out.” 

One of the final discussion points has 
centered on exactly how much cash or 
other valuables — derived from Gates’ al- 


States, created fictitious social media 
accounts and used them to spread ten¬ 
dentious messages. The aim was either 
to influence voters or to undermine 
their faith in the U.S. political system. 

Putin’s spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, 
told reporters Monday that while the 
indictment focuses on “Russian nation¬ 
als,” it gives “no indication that the Rus¬ 
sian government was involved in this in 
any way.” Peskov insisted that Moscow 
did not meddle in the U.S. election. 


legedly illegal activity — that the govern¬ 
ment will require him to forfeit as part of 
the guilty plea. 

The Oct. 27 indictment showed that 
prosecutors had amassed substantial 
documentation to support their charges 
that Manafort and Gates — who were col¬ 
leagues in political consulting for about a 
decade — had engaged in a complex series 
of allegedly illegal transactions rooted in 
Ukraine. The indictment alleged that both 
men, who for years were unregistered 
agents of the Ukraine government, hid 
millions of dollars of Ukraine-based pay¬ 
ments from U.S. authorities. 

According to the indictment, Gates and 
Manafort “laundered the money through 
scores of United States and foreign corpo¬ 
rations, partnerships and bank accounts” 
and evaded related U.S. taxes. 


If Manafort maintains his not-guilty plea 
and fights the charges at a trial, the testi¬ 
mony from Gates could provide prosecu¬ 
tors with first-person descriptions of much 
of the allegedly illegal conduct. 

Gates’ testimony, said a person familiar 
with the pending guilty plea, would place 
a “cherry on top” of the government’s al¬ 
ready formidable case against Manafort. 

The same individual said he did not be¬ 
lieve Gates has information to offer Muel¬ 
ler’s team that would “turn the screws on 
Trump.” The president has repeatedly 
called the special counsel’s investigation a 
“witch hunt.” 

In addition to the charges pending 
against Gates and Manafort, Mueller has 
to date secured guilty pleas from three in¬ 
dividuals. Michael Flynn, the retired lieu¬ 
tenant general who campaigned for Trump 
and was the new president’s first national 
security adviser, and George Papadopou- 
los, who was a foreign policy adviser to his 
campaign, have pleaded guilty to lying to 
the FBI. 

On Friday, a Justice Department official 
announced the guilty plea on identity theft 
charges against a computer specialist from 
Santa Paula, Calif., Richard Pinedo, whose 
illicit services — unbeknownst to Pinedo 
— were used by Russian operatives who 
tried to influence the 2016 U.S. presiden¬ 
tial election. The intrigue was spelled out 
in an indictment, also made public Friday, 
of 13 Russian nationals and three Russian 
entities on charges of interfering with the 
American election by exploiting counter¬ 
feit identities of individuals and entities. 



Jim Wyss, Miami Herald/TNS 


Puerto Rico’s mountainous central region was hard hit by Hurricane 
Maria in September. Nearly 250,000 customers have no power. 


Puerto Rico to slash 
energy reserves to 
save amid shortfall 

By Danica Coto 

Associated Press 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
— Puerto Rico’s power company 
said Sunday that it will reduce its 
operating reserve to save money 
amid a cash shortfall as officials 
warned the move could destabilize 
the U.S. territory’s fragile electri¬ 
cal grid. 

William Rios, director of gen¬ 
eration at Puerto Rico’s Electric 
Power Authority, said a plan to re¬ 
duce its reserve by 450 megawatts 
will not affect customers and will 
help save $9 million a month. 

Public Affairs Secretary 
Ramon Rosario said that while 
the measure is needed, it could 
affect a grid still experiencing fre¬ 
quent blackouts as nearly 250,000 
customers remain without power 
more than five months after Hur¬ 
ricane Maria. 

The Category 4 storm destroyed 
two-thirds of the power distribu¬ 
tion system and caused the longest 


blackout in U.S. history. 

The power company did not pro¬ 
vide further details on the reduc¬ 
tion, and officials did not return 
messages for further comment. 

However, Puerto Rico had a 
very high reserve margin for its 
generation prior to the hurricane, 
according to Susan Tierney, a se¬ 
nior adviser for Denver-based 
consulting company Analysis 
Group who testified before a U.S. 
Senate committee on power resto¬ 
ration efforts in Puerto Rico. She 
told The Associated Press that 
the island’s reserve margin was 
90 percent, compared with 15 to 
20 percent on the U.S. mainland. 
She said 90 percent was still high, 
even when taking into account the 
island’s geography and need to im¬ 
port fuel, among other things. 

“There’s room to retire some 
generation,” she said. 

A December report, prepared 
in part by the Electric Power Re¬ 
search Institute, found that Puer¬ 
to Rico’s power company could 


reduce its reserve margin as it 
rebuilds after the storm. It also 
recommended that a study be con¬ 
ducted to establish a new reserve 
margin closer to 50 percent. 

The government’s measure 
to reduce the operating reserve 
comes just days after a federal 
judge rejected a $1 billion loan 
request for Puerto Rico’s power 
company, saying there was not suf¬ 
ficient evidence to prove the power 
company needed the money. 

Government officials and a 
federal control board overseeing 
Puerto Rico’s finances on Friday 
lowered their request to $300 mil¬ 
lion per the judge’s instruction 


but warned that would only allow 
the company to operate until late 
March. 

“The power company’s fiscal 
situation is real, and we have to 
deal with it now,” Rosario said. 

Both he and Gov. Ricardo 
Rossello have called on the U.S. 
Treasury Department to release 
a $1 billion loan that Congress ap¬ 
proved in October for disaster re¬ 
covery, saying it would help ease 
the power company’s financial 
situation. The board has said the 
company could see a $1.2 million 
revenue loss in the six months 
after the hurricane. 


Mass held for 
soldier who 
died rescuing 
people in fire 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Cardinal Timo¬ 
thy Dolan, the Roman Catholic 
archbishop of New York, celebrat¬ 
ed the funeral Mass for an Army 
National Guard soldier and na¬ 
tive of Ghana who died rescuing 
some of more than a dozen people 
trapped in the deadliest fire in 
the city in a quarter-century. 

A funeral was held Saturday 
for Emmanuel Mensah, 28, whom 
the U.S. government honored by 
posthumously awarding him two 
military valor medals. In Decem¬ 
ber, Mensah escaped the blaze 
that engulfed his apartment build¬ 
ing in the Belmont section of the 
Bronx. He kept going back into 
the inferno to bring out a family 
that included four children. 

Mansah’s funeral was at Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Church in 
Belmont. 

Fire officials say the blaze was 
started by a child playing with a 
gas stove. 
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Danger lurks in 
this Calif, region 

Hundreds of Inland Empire buildings 
face collapse in a major earthquake 



Gina Ferazzi, Los Angeles Times/TNS 


Orange Street Alley captures the charm and rich historic feel of the old brick buildings downtown in 
December in Redlands, Calif. Even though the buildings are a part of the city's history, some danger may 
exist in that many of the brick buildings have not been retrofitted to withstand a major earthquake. 


By Rosanna Xia, 
Rong-Gong Lin Ii 
and Raoul Ranoa 

Los Angeles Times 

As California’s fast-growing 
Inland Empire churns out new 
housing tracts, the city of Red¬ 
lands is a throwback to an older, 
more regal era. 

The college town is graced by 
historic mansions, old orange 
groves and a vintage downtown 
that stands in deep contrast to the 
region’s big-box shopping centers 
and drive-thru restaurants. The 
town center is defined by century- 
old buildings filled with children’s 
boutiques, bakeries and cafes. 

But danger lurks for these brick 
buildings. As many as 74 in the 
city are not retrofitted to with¬ 
stand major earthquakes, putting 
the public at risk should the bricks 
start to topple onto sidewalks, cars 
and pedestrians. 

As many as 640 buildings in 
more than a dozen Inland Empire 
cities have been marked as dan¬ 
gerous after decades of warnings, 
according to a Los Angeles Times 
analysis of building and safety 
records. These cities are far be¬ 
hind coastal regions of California, 
which have retrofitted thousands 
of buildings after devastating 
earthquakes exposed how deadly 
they can be. 

The risks are all the more con¬ 
cerning because the Inland Em¬ 
pire is particularly vulnerable to 
a major earthquake. 

Three of the state’s most dan¬ 
gerous faults — the San Andreas, 
the San Jacinto and the Cucamon¬ 
ga — intersect in this region east 
of downtown Los Angeles. The 
San Andreas alone, an ominous 
battle line visible from the foot¬ 
hills, is capable of unleashing a 
devastating magnitude 8 quake. 

Any shaking would be ampli¬ 
fied by the precarious soil the re¬ 
gion is built on — a basin of loose 
sediment that would rock like a 
bowl of Jell-O. 

The Inland Empire is uniquely 
unprepared for a major earth¬ 
quake in large part because its 
economy has struggled in ways 
more affluent coastal California’s 
has not. City officials and resi¬ 
dents say myriad issues weigh on 
them and seismic safety rarely 
tops the list. 

Antonio Canul, a longtime res¬ 
taurant owner in San Bernardino, 
shrugged off the risks and said 
there was no point in saving the 
city from an earthquake when 
it was already in such economic 
shambles. In the 34 years that 
he’s lived in the city, Canul said 
he’s had more pressing matters to 
worry about. 

“I’m just here to do business, 
feed people and make a living,” 


said Canul, who cooks, cleans and 
serves each day starting at 6 a.m. 
in an old brick building downtown. 
“If you’re gonna die, you’re gonna 
die. Maybe it’s cancer, maybe it’s 
an earthquake.” 

Then there are the other obsta¬ 
cles: Poor data upkeep. Building 
chiefs who stick around for only 
a few years. Little, if any, public 
pressure. In dozens of interviews 
and records requests, the Times 
analysis found a trail of starts 
and stops by officials in each city 
to identify and update its lists of 
old brick buildings. One list dated 
back 27 years; others were marked 
by hand or undecipherable. 

Retrofit or demolish 

While Los Angeles, San Fran¬ 
cisco and others have charged 
ahead on retrofitting many types 
of vulnerable buildings, many 
here still have not addressed what 
structural engineers say are the 
most basic, most dangerous, most 
unsupported type of building. 

California learned the dan¬ 
gers of brick construction when 
a major earthquake struck Long 
Beach in 1933, crumbling schools, 
churches and shops. The quake 
killed 120 people. These so-called 
unreinforced masonry buildings, 
or URMs, are vulnerable because 
the mortar essentially crumbles 
apart during shaking, bringing 
down the roof and walls. 

Cities across California now 
ban this type of construction. 
URMs that had already been built 
were mostly left to fate. But as its 
history of destruction continued 
— Sylmar in 1971, Loma Prieta in 
1989 — a number of cities found 
the political will to compile lists 
of addresses and force owners to 
either demolish or add reinforce¬ 
ment to their brick buildings. 

When a magnitude 6.5 earth¬ 
quake in 2003 struck downtown 
Paso Robles, the only two people 
who died were found crushed 
under an avalanche of bricks out¬ 
side a historic building. The roof 
had slid onto the sidewalk, taking 
the clock tower with it. (The city, 
which had a retrofit law on the 
books, had given the owner until 
2018 to complete a retrofit. 

“They are really dangerous. 
Even with moderate earthquakes, 
we see — all the time — collapse 
of these structures,” said Benson 


Shing, a University of San Diego 
structural engineering professor 
who has researched the subject 
extensively. “There’s no spine. 
You can see the blocks just one on 
top of another. So when you shake 
the structure, it will just rock and 
collapse.” 

In Los Angeles, after three de¬ 
cades of chasing down the owners 
of 8,080 URMs, officials say there 
are now only three left in the city 
that still need to be retrofitted or 
demolished. When the Northridge 
earthquake struck, the retrofits 
saved lives. No one died in a brick 
building. 

“We have to deal with it one 
way or the other, sooner or later,” 
said Ramon Hernandez, who be¬ 
came Colton’s building official 18 
months ago and has been retrac¬ 
ing the steps of his many prede¬ 
cessors. Hernandez drove around 
the city in December and updated 
a building list from 1991 in re¬ 
sponse to a Times inquiry. He said 
he’s reached out to owners and is 
trying to find a solution. 

Forcing owners to retrofit or de¬ 
molish these buildings just doesn’t 
make sense in a predominantly 
working-class region such as the 
Inland Empire, some city officials 
said. Many treasure their histori¬ 
cal character, and a city could be 
put at an economic disadvantage 
if neighboring cities don’t enforce 
the same strict rules. 

“The jurisdiction that does not 
require retrofit can out-compete 
their neighbor that does require 


retrofit when attracting new busi¬ 
ness,” said Mike Gardner, a coun¬ 
cilman in Riverside, where the 
historic Mission Inn and some of 
its surrounding brick buildings 
have been retrofitted. The city 
has as many as 160 URMs left, 
the most of any city examined by 
The Times. 

Worth the effort? 

Others shrug at the number 
of unsafe buildings. They say 
that many are occupied only for 
a few hours each day and ques¬ 
tion whether retrofitting such old 
buildings — which might save 
lives but not necessarily the build¬ 
ing after an earthquake strikes 
— is worth the effort. It makes 
more sense to wait for buildings 
to be purchased and new owners 
to decide it’s more cost-effective 
to tear the buildings down and 
build anew. 

The city of Ontario, on last 
count, has 42 brick buildings that 
have not been retrofitted. “That’s 
not a high number,” building offi¬ 
cial Kevin Shear said. 

In San Bernardino, which is 
directly on top of the San An¬ 
dreas, officials acknowledged the 
implications and said it’s time 
to do something about the risks. 
Despite the challenges posed by 
a five-year bankruptcy, a weary 
working community and spotty 
records on the oldest properties in 
town, building officials have tried 
to push ahead. 


“It’s a daunting task. A lot of 
people don’t understand what a 
complicated issue it is. People just 
think, ‘We’ve known that these are 
high-risk buildings for 25 years, 
why haven’t cities done any¬ 
thing?”’ said Mark Persico, who 
took over the city’s building and 
safety staff in 2014. “One of the 
issues that we’ve had — because 
there’s been a high turnover in 
staff as a part of the bankruptcy 

— is really coming up with a com¬ 
plete list of properties. Because 
the city has started and stopped 
this process, I think like many cit¬ 
ies have, since the early 1990s.” 

By April, Persico and his team 
had whittled the list down to 89 
buildings still in need of retrofit. 
Many are boarded up and vacant 
in the city’s downtown. 

The cost of retrofitting a brick 
building — which can involve 
using steel braces, rods and 
beams to hold up the bricks in a 
way that keeps them from com¬ 
ing apart during shaking — could 
cost an owner $30,000 to more 
than $100,000. 

Within the next year, Persico 
hopes to secure some form of 
grant to help owners pay for part 
of the architectural or engineer¬ 
ing cost of retrofitting. 

A few neighboring cities — 
both wealthy and working-class 

— have overcome the economic 
resistance. After a magnitude 5.2 
earthquake that damaged numer¬ 
ous brick buildings, Claremont in 
1991 mandated that all 33 of its 
URMs be retrofitted or demol¬ 
ished. Rancho Cucamonga passed 
a law that year forcing owners 
of URMs to retrofit or demolish 
within three years of notification. 

By 2006, the city was down to 
22 brick buildings that were not 
retrofitted. Today, one — fenced 
off and red-tagged — remains. 


There’s no spine. You can see the blocks just one on top of 
another. So when you shake the structure, it will just rock and 
collapse.? 

Benson Shing 

University of San Diego structural engineering professor 
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A story of survival 


A rare copy of the Declaration of Independence 
rides out the Civil War hidden behind wallpaper 


By Michael E. Ruane 

The Washington Post 

During the Civil War, the precious docu¬ 
ment was hidden behind wallpaper in a 
home in Virginia to keep Union soldiers 
from finding it. 

Later, it sat in a closet in Kentucky, in a 
broken frame, unappreciated and stored in 
a cardboard box. 

And later still, it was stuck behind a cabi¬ 
net in the office of an energy executive out¬ 
side Houston. 

It was a rare parchment copy of the Dec¬ 
laration of Independence, made in Wash¬ 
ington in the 1820s for founding father 
James Madison and apparently unknown to 
the public for more than a century. 

Now, the copy, one of 51 that scholars are 
aware of, has resurfaced via its purchase 
last month by billionaire philanthropist 
David M. Rubenstein. 

It is one of the exquisite facsimiles made 
from the original handwritten calf-skin 
document crafted in Philadelphia in the 
summer of 1776. Scholars say it bears the 
image of the Declaration that most people 
know, in part because the original is now so 
badly faded. 

“This is the closest ... to the original 
Declaration, the way it looked when it was 
signed in August of 1776,” said Seth Kaller, 
a New York rare document appraiser who 
assisted in the sale. “Without these ... cop¬ 
ies, you wouldn’t even know what the origi¬ 
nal looked liked.” 

Two hundred of the facsimiles were or¬ 
dered by Secretary of State John Quincy 
Adams, a future president, who was con¬ 
cerned about the already worn condition of 
the 40-year-old original. 

Master engraver William Stone made the 
copies in his shop on Pennsylvania Avenue 
and created an extra one for himself. 

In 1824, the facsimiles were distributed 
to Congress, the White House and various 
VIPs like Thomas Jefferson, John Adams 
and Madison. Each man got two copies. 

In time, both of Madison’s copies van¬ 
ished from view, and it is only now that one 
has surfaced, Kaller said in a recent inter¬ 
view. “There was no idea that it had sur¬ 
vived,” he said. 

The fate of the second Madison copy and 
more than 100 of the others is not publicly 
known, he said. 

When the Second Continental Congress 
approved the Declaration in Philadelphia 
on July 4, 1776, it sent a working manu¬ 
script, also now lost, to a local printer to set 
in type. 

The printer produced several hundred 



Handout courtesy of Seth Kaller 


The 1820s copy of the Declaration of Independence features a decorative diagonal 
mark through the “T” that does not appear to be in the original. 


printed copies for Congress and other offi¬ 
cials the next day, Kaller wrote in a histori¬ 
cal pamphlet. 

On July 19, Congress ordered a handwrit¬ 
ten, or “engrossed,” copy made on calf skin 
to be signed by the members. 

The job went to 
Timothy Matlack, a 
congressional aide 
who was known for his 
superb penmanship. 

This hallowed ver¬ 
sion now resides in the 
National Archives, so 
washed out that many 
signatures, including 
Thomas Jefferson’s, 
are either gone or 
barely visible. 

It is largely through the foresight of John 
Quincy Adams that excellent copies of the 
original — exact except for a few interest¬ 
ing tweaks — survive today. 

Kaller wrote that by 1820, the original 
had been handled, rolled, unrolled and 
marred by the efforts of earlier engravers 
to make decorative copies. “Every one of 
the worst things that could have happened 
to the original” had happened, he said. 

(A grimy handprint was added to the 
damage many years later.) 

John Quincy Adams gave it to Stone, and 
the engraver worked on copying it for about 
two years. 



Robert Madison Jr. 


Kaller said he believes Stone likely first 
traced the original with tracing paper. He 
then used the tracing to hand-engrave an 
image of the Declaration on a copper plate, 
from which the facsimiles were then made. 

But Stone may have made some minute 
textual changes, possibly to distinguish his 
copies from the original, Kaller wrote. 

The ornate “T” in the “The” of the “The 


unanimous Declaration ...” seems to have 
been slightly altered. In the Stone copies, a 
decorative diagonal line runs through the 
“T.” The line does not appear to be in the 
original. 

In the original, 
there seems to be a 
heart-shaped flourish 
where the T is crossed 
f that’s omitted in the 
Stone copy. 

And Stone added 
a tiny imprint across 
the top of the page, 
“ENGRAVED by W.I. 

I STONE, for the Dept, 
of State, by order of 
J.Q. ADAMS, Sect, of 
State, July 4th. 1823.” 

Before the newly resurfaced copy was 
found, it had been kept in a cracked frame, 
wrapped up inside a cardboard box in Mi¬ 
chael O’Mara’s office outside Houston. 

It had been there for 10 years, and before 
that it had been in his parents’ house in Lou- 



Rubenstein 


isville, Ky., when he was growing up. 

His family had once had it framed and 
put on the mantelpiece. His parents knew it 
had been passed down through his family 
from Madison. But in the 1960s, it was con¬ 
sidered “worthless,” O’Mara said. 

When the frame cracked, the document 
was taken down and stored in a bedroom 
closet. 

“So for ... 35 years, it sat in a box, 
wrapped up, in a broken frame, in my moth¬ 
er’s house,” he said in a recent interview. 
“There was just not a lot of sentiment or 
value put on it. ... My mother couldn’t have 
cared less about the family history.” 

The Declaration had been handed down 
to O’Mara’s mother, Helen, who was the 
great-granddaughter of Col. Robert Lewis 
Madison Jr., a Civil War doctor who had 
served in the Confederate army and treated 
Robert E. Lee in the last years of Lee’s life. 

Research indicates that the physician had 
gotten the document from his father, Robert 
Lewis Madison Sr. 

O’Mara found in family papers a 1913 
news article — the last known public men¬ 
tion of his Declaration — that told of its fate 
during the Civil War. 

The family of Dr. Madison was then prob¬ 
ably living in Lexington, Va., where the 
physician was a professor at the Virginia 
Military Institute before and during the 
war, according to VMI. 

The clipping reported that the doctor’s 
wife put the Declaration behind “the paper 
on the wall” to hide it from Union soldiers, 
should the house be searched. 

In 1864, Union troops raided Lexington 
and burned VMI. But the Madison house 
apparently was unmolested, and the Dec¬ 
laration survived with only some moisture 
damage sustained while hidden. 

O’Mara said that after his mother died in 
2014, he began going through family papers. 
“I just happened to look over at this box, and 
I said, ‘I’ve either got to put that in a frame 
and put it up in my office or I need to get rid 
of it if there’s some historical value.’” 

In 2016, his research led him to Ruben¬ 
stein, who has purchased other historical 
documents, including Declaration copies. 
He emailed Rubenstein, who expressed 
interest. 

The Declaration was authenticated, and 
then underwent conservation at the Nation¬ 
al Archives, O’Mara said. 

“I agreed to buy it,” Rubenstein said in a 
recent telephone interview, noting only that 
he had paid “seven figures” for it. 


Focus of questions about JFK assassination likely to move overseas 


By Kevin G. Hall 

McClatchy Washington Bureau 

MINNEAPOLIS — Does the key to un¬ 
locking the enduring mystery of the John 
F. Kennedy assassination lie abroad, in Be¬ 
larus, Cuba or Mexico? 

A review board created in the 1990s to de¬ 
classify U.S. government assassination se¬ 
crets tried to secure important information 
from those countries. It was unsuccessful. 

But as the window for the 25-year-long 
declassification of John F. Kennedy assassi¬ 
nation documents closes on April 26 — with 
experts warning that a smoking-gun docu¬ 
ment is unlikely to turn up in the remaining 
files to be released — pursuit of definitive 
answers is likely to shift overseas. 

“The biggest cache of records that are 
still out there, the real treasure trove, are 
the (Lee Harvey) Oswald KGB surveil¬ 


lance records,” said John R. Tunheim, now 
a federal district judge in Minnesota, who 
from 1994 to 1998 headed the Assassination 
Records Review Board. 

That bipartisan body was created after 
Congress passed a law in 1992 starting the 
clock for release of all JFK assassination 
records. The action was prompted by an 
outcry after Oliver Stone’s hit movie “JFK” 
discredited the official version of Kennedy’s 
assassination. 

In the 1990s, Belarus was still home to a 
5-foot-high stack of KGB surveillance docu¬ 
ments on alleged Kennedy assassin Oswald, 
who was 20. 

A Marine, Oswald defected to the Soviet 
Union soon after he was discharged in 1959 
and was given a factory job in Minsk, the 
capital of what today is Belarus. He worked 
there until returning to the United States in 
1962. 


Tunheim and colleagues declassified tens 
of thousands of U.S. documents in those 
four years and set a timetable for complete 
release of documents that had been redact¬ 
ed. Many have trickled out over the past 25 
years under schedules set by the board. 

Then last year came four large document 
releases by the National Archives. The veil 
was supposed to be fully lifted by October 
2017, but President Donald Trump extend¬ 
ed the deadline to April 26. 

More than 34,000 documents were post¬ 
ed online by the National Archives last year, 
many with redactions. More than 22,000 
documents still have not been released in 
full. But most of those at least partially re¬ 
leased have not been complete surprises, 
dampening anticipation of a big reveal by 
the end of April. 

When Tunheim’s panel began declassi¬ 
fying the documents almost 30 years after 


JFK’s death, many were missing. Some 
of those had been under the control of the 
powerful CIA counterintelligence chief 
James J. Angleton. 

“I am convinced he destroyed everything 
because he knew it was coming. He knew 
he was going to get fired,” Tunheim said 
in an interview in January. “I don’t know 
how he did it, but he got rid of just about ev¬ 
erything before he was gone because there 
were huge gaps in the record.” 

That view is shared by Jefferson Mor- 
ley, author of a new biography of Angleton 
called “The Ghost.” In an interview, Morley 
called “defunct” the official version that Os¬ 
wald was a lone-wolf gunman who came out 
of nowhere to kill an American president. 

Now, virtually every alternative theory 
of possible culprits and motive for the JFK 
killing seems to get new life with each re¬ 
lease of documents. 
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Iranian rescuers find crashed plane 


By Amir Vahdat 

Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — Iranian search-and-res- 
cue teams on Monday reached the site of a 
plane crash that authorities say killed all 65 
people on board, Iran’s Press TV reported. 

The Aseman Airlines ATR-72, a twin-en¬ 
gine turboprop used for short-distance region¬ 
al flying, went down Sunday in foggy weather, 
crashing into Mount Dena in a remote area of 
southern Iran. The airliner said all on board 
Flight EP3704 were killed, including six 
crewmembers. 

The crash was yet another aviation disas¬ 
ter for Iran, which for years was barred from 
buying airplane parts due to Western sanc¬ 
tions over its contested nuclear program. 

Press TV said search teams reached the 
crash site before dawn Monday. The station 
said the weather had improved though it was 
still windy. The semi-official Tasnim news 
agency cited the military as saying Russia 
had helped locate the crash site. Russia and 
Iran are close military allies. 

The TV broadcast footage of a helicopter 
joining the search and showed ambulances 
and rescue vehicles preparing to reach the site 
on Mount Dena, which is about 14,400 feet tall. 
The site is reportedly at a height of 11,500 feet. 

Other Iranian news outlets and officials did 
not confirm the crash site had been reached. 



Ali Khodaei, Tasnim News Agency/AP 


Family members of plane crash victims weep 
in the village of Bideh at the area where the 
plane crashed in southern Iran. 

State radio said five helicopters and five drones 
are part of the search operation. Iran’s semi¬ 
official ISNA news agency said more than 150 
climbers have joined the operation. 

Transport Minister Abbas Akhoundi left 
Tehran on Monday to visit the site of the 
crash, state TV reported. Footage posted on 
independent news websites showed him in the 
cockpit of a plane taking part in the search. 
State TV quoted him as saying the cause of 


the crash was still “not clear.” 

High winds have made it difficult to fly 
helicopters and drones, hampering search 
efforts. 

The 2015 nuclear accord with world pow¬ 
ers lifted international sanctions on Tehran in 
exchange for curbs on its nuclear enrichment 
program, allowing Iran to purchase airplanes 
and airplane parts. The country has since 
signed deals to purchase tens of billions of 
dollars’ worth of new aircraft. However, Pres¬ 
ident Donald Trump’s refusal to recertify the 
deal has injected uncertainty into those sales. 

The ATR-72 went down near its destination, 
the southern city of Yasuj, some 485 miles 
south of the capital, where it took off. 

It wasn’t immediately clear what caused the 
crash, although weather was severe. Dense 
fog, high winds and heavy snow in the Za¬ 
gros Mountains made it impossible for rescue 
crews in helicopters to reach the site in the 
immediate aftermath, state TV reported. 

Aseman Airlines spokesman Mohammad 
Taghi Tabatabai told state TV that all on 
board Flight EP3704 were killed. The plane 
had 59 passengers and six crewmembers, the 
state-run IRNA news agency reported late 
Sunday, lowering the initially reported death 
toll of 66. 

The United States expressed condolences 
over the crash in a Farsi-language statement 
posted on social media Sunday. 


Sinabung 
erupts in 
Indonesia 



Associated Press 

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Rum¬ 
bling Mount Sinabung on the In¬ 
donesian island of Sumatra shot 
billowing columns of ash more 
than 16,400 feet into the atmo¬ 
sphere and hot ash clouds down 
its slopes on Monday. 

There were no fatalities or in¬ 
juries from the morning eruption, 
the National Disaster Mitigation 
Agency said. 

The volcano, one of three cur¬ 
rently erupting in Indonesia, was 
dormant for four centuries before 
exploding in 2010, killing two 
people. Another eruption in 2014 
killed 16 people, while seven died 
in a 2016 eruption. 

Disaster agency spokesman 
Sutopo Purwo Nugroho said hot 
ash clouds traveled as far as 4,900 
meters south. 

The regional volcanic ash ad¬ 
visory center in Darwin, Aus¬ 


tralia, issued a “red notice” to 
airlines. 

Some 30,000 people have been 
forced to leave homes around the 


mountain in the past few years. 

Mount Sinabung is among more 
than 120 active volcanoes in Indo¬ 
nesia, which is prone to seismic 


upheaval due to its location on the 
Pacific “Ring of Fire,” an arc of 
volcanoes and fault lines encircl¬ 
ing the Pacific Basin. 


Kosovo celebrates 10 years of independence; Serbs boycott 


By Florent Bajrami 

Associated Press 

PRISTINA, Kosovo — The Kosovo As¬ 
sembly, or Parliament, convened in a special 
session Sunday to celebrate the country’s 10 
years of independence — a ceremony boycot¬ 
ted by the country’s ethnic Serb lawmakers. 

Speaker Kadri Veseli pledged “the second 
decade of independence would be focused on 
the economic well-being of Kosovo’s citizens.” 

The second day of celebrations continued 


with a parade of military and police forces 
and a state reception. 

On Feb. 17, 2008, Kosovo’s Parliament uni¬ 
laterally declared independence from Serbia 
nine years after NATO conducted a 78-day 
airstrike campaign against Serbia to stop a 
bloody crackdown against ethnic Albanians. 

Kosovo, one of the poorest countries in Eu¬ 
rope, has taken a first step to European Union 
membership by signing a Stabilization and 
Association Agreement. But the country faces 
serious challenges besides its relations with 


Serbia, including establishing the rule of law 
and fighting high unemployment, corruption 
and organized crime. 

Kosovo is recognized by 117 countries, in¬ 
cluding the U.S. and most Western powers, but 
Serbia still sees Kosovo as part of its own terri¬ 
tory and has the support of Russia and China. 

A day earlier in Serbia’s capital, Belgrade, 
Serbian Foreign Minister Ivica Dacic said 
Kosovo’s independence remains fragile and 
won’t be concluded without an agreement 
with Serbia. 


Alleged ISIS recruiter 
arrested in Philippines 

BEIJING — Philippine authori¬ 
ties announced the arrest of a 
foreign national Monday for alleg¬ 
edly recruiting local fighters for 
Islamic State-aligned groups. 

At a news conference, the head 
of the Philippine National Police, 
Ronald dela Rosa, said Fehmi 
Lassoued and his girlfriend, a 
Philippine national named Anabel 
Salipada, were arrested on weap¬ 
ons and explosive charges. 

Lassoued once worked as a 
“commander” for Islamic State in 
Syria and Turkey, he said, before 
entering the Philippines on a fake 
Tunisian passport in July 2016. 
Philippine officials did not pro¬ 
vide additional details about the 
case, or proof of ties to ISIS. 

Lassoued, in handcuffs denied 
the allegations. “Maybe I was in 
ISIS before,” he said, in halting 
English, before being led away. 

People killed in collapse 
at Mozambique dump 

JOHANNESBURG — Heavy 
rains triggered the partial col¬ 
lapse of a huge mound of garbage 
in Mozambique’s capital on Mon¬ 
day, killing as many as 17 people 
who were buried by debris. 

Authorities believe more bodies 
could be buried at the Hulene dump 
on the outskirts of Maputo. Half a 
dozen homes were destroyed, and 
some residents in the area fled for 
fear of another collapse. 

The Hulene garbage dump is 
the largest such facility in Ma¬ 
puto. People often comb through 
the garbage, searching for food 
and items to sell. 

ISIS claims shooting 
at Russian church 

MOSCOW — Islamic State on 
Monday claimed responsibility 
for a deadly attack on a church in 
Russia’s predominantly Muslim 
Dagestan region. 

At least five people were killed 
and four wounded when a gunman 
opened fire with a hunting rifle on 
people leaving a Sunday service at 
a Russian Orthodox church in the 
Dagestan city of Kizlyar. 

Authorities say the gunman was 
a local resident, and his wife has 
been detained for questioning. 

2 Americans, 6 others 
arrested in Serbia 

BELGRADE, Serbia — Eight 
foreign citizens, including two 
Americans and two Ukrainians, 
have been arrested in Serbia on 
suspicion that they tried to photo¬ 
graph and enter military facilities 
without authorization, officials 
said on Monday. 

State TV said the U.S. and 
Ukrainian citizens allegedly tried 
to take shots of the military secu¬ 
rity headquarters in downtown 
Belgrade with a drone. The report 
did not identify them or give de¬ 
tails, saying only that the Ukraini¬ 
ans are women and that they are 
all in police custody. 

Another American was arrest¬ 
ed in Serbia earlier this month for 
possession of an unmarked gun. 
Pro-government media alleged 
that he was a former Navy SEAL 
and had planned the assassination 
of unidentified Serbian officials. 
From wire reports 
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Sex scandal witness is threatened 


By Danica Kirka 

Associated Press 

LONDON — Oxfam workers suspected of 
sexual misconduct in Haiti intimidated and 
threatened a witness as the charity investi¬ 
gated the original claims, according to the 
organization’s report on the internal inquiry. 

The findings were part of a previously con¬ 
fidential report released by Oxfam on Monday 
as the charity responds to newspaper stories 
suggesting it covered up allegations that seven 
employees used prostitutes on the charity’s 
property while working in Haiti after the 2010 
earthquake that devastated the country. 

“We are making this exceptional publication 
because we want to be as transparent as pos¬ 
sible about the decisions we made during this 
particular investigation and in recognition of 
the breach of trust that has been caused,” the 
charity said. “We are also meeting with the 
government of Haiti to apologize for our mis¬ 
takes and discuss what more we can do, includ¬ 
ing for the women affected by these events.” 

Publication of the report comes as Oxfam 
seeks to move past the scandal after the Brit¬ 


ish government on Friday suspended new 
funding to Oxfam’s British affiliate. Oxfam 
Great Britain received $43.8 million from the 
government in the 12 months through March 
31, 2017, or about 8 percent of its revenue. 

Oxfam’s report shows the investigation was 
triggered by an email alleging staff members 
in Haiti violated Oxfam’s code of conduct by 
using prostitutes in Oxfam guesthouses and 
engaging in fraud, nepotism and negligence. 

While the inquiry was still underway, the 
line manager of one of the suspects leaked a 
report to another member of staff. 

“This resulted in 3 of the suspects... physical¬ 
ly threatening and intimidating one of the wit¬ 
nesses who had been referred to in the report,” 
according to the final report. “This incident led 
to further charges of bullying and intimidation 
against these 3 members of staff.” 

Overall, Oxfam investigated allegations 
that seven members of staff used prostitutes 
on the charity’s property. Two of the seven 
were also investigated for “sexual exploitation 
and abuse of employees,” and two allegedly 
viewed pornography on Oxfam computers. 

The director of operations in the coun¬ 


try admitted using sex workers in his char¬ 
ity-funded accommodation but was given a 
“phased and dignified exit” as long as he fully 
cooperated with the investigation, Oxfam said 
in the report. 

In total, seven staff members either re¬ 
signed or were dismissed as a result of the 
investigation. 

While the report confirms Oxfam’s previous 
statements that allegations of workers having 
sex with minors weren’t substantiated, it goes 
on to say that “it cannot be ruled out that any 
of the prostitutes were under-aged.” 

The report also suggests that Oxfam failed 
to heed some of the findings of its own inves¬ 
tigation. Recent news reports have criticized 
the charity for allowing some of those involved 
in the Haiti allegations to move on to jobs with 
other aid agencies, and the report highlighted 
that as area of concern. 

In a section on lessons learned from the 
Haiti scandal, Oxfam agency said it needed 
to embed “women’s rights at the heart of what 
we do,” and implement better procedures to 
stop disgraced workers from moving on to new 
posts in the aid industry. 


Market in 
Haitian city 
is hit by fire 
for 3rd time 

Associated Press 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — A 
fire swept through a large cloth¬ 
ing market in Haiti’s capital on 
Sunday, days after another blaze 
destroyed a large part of the main 
market in Port-au-Prince. 

Emergency crews told RTVC 
television the fire started in 
the early 
morning 
in what is 
known as 
the old cus¬ 
toms mar¬ 
ket, where 
hundreds 
of vendors 
normally 
work. The 
market 
was closed 
Sunday, 
and there 
were no 
reports of 
deaths. 

Vendors 
rushed to 
the market 
to try to save their merchandise, 
but many were blocked by armed 
security guards. 

Firefighters put out the flames, 
and the cause of the fire was still 
not known. 

It was the third fire to rip 
through the old customs market 
in less than a decade. It previous¬ 
ly burned down in April 2010 and 
again in December 2012. 

Sunday’s fire came less than a 
week after fire destroyed a large 
part of Port-au-Prince’s emblem¬ 
atic Mercado de Hierro market, 
which is considered part of Hai¬ 
ti’s cultural patrimony. 

President Jovenel Moise had 
said there would be an investiga¬ 
tion into that fire but so far no re¬ 
port has been released. 


Sunday’s 
fire at the 
clothing 
market 
came less 
than a week 
after fire 
destroyed 
part of Port- 
au-Prince’s 
Mercado 
de Hierro 
market. 



Photos by Dieu Nalio Chery/AP 


A vendor covers his nose and mouth with a bandana as he stands next to another vendor amid the ruins 
of a clothing market as it burns in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on Sunday. 




Vendors help hold back a firefighter as he works to extinguish the 
massive fire. 


Extremist threat 
growing in West Africa 

OUAGADOUGOU, Burkina 
Faso — West Africa’s extremist 
threat has moved into a new part 
of the vast Sahel region, with a 
previously calm area of Burkina 
Faso facing the kinds of assaults 
that have forced thousands else¬ 
where to flee over the past year. 

Burkina Faso’s Soum province 
is home to radicalized preacher 
Ibrahim Malam Dicko, who has 
vowed to close all government ad¬ 
ministration there. 

Northern areas near the border 
with Mali have been a regular tar¬ 
get of attacks by various extrem¬ 
ist groups, some of them vowing 
to step up deadly assaults in re¬ 
sponse to the recent deployment 
of a 5,000-strong force combining 
troops from Burkina Faso, Mali, 
Niger, Chad and Mauritania. 

Police arrest 5 who 
killed orangutan 

JAKARTA, Indonesia — Four 
Indonesian farmers and a 13- 
year-old boy admitted they 
stabbed, clubbed and shot an 
orangutan at least 130 times with 
an air gun to protect their pine¬ 
apple crop, police said Monday. 

Villagers spotted the wounded 
orangutan in a lake. It was taken 
to a clinic at an orangutan protec¬ 
tion center but died. 

Its autopsy found the animal 
was blinded as a result of the 
shooting and also had 17 open 
wounds believed to be caused by 
sharp objects. 

Magnitude 5.9 quake 
hits southern Mexico 

MEXICO CITY — The U.S. 
Geological Survey says an earth¬ 
quake with a preliminary mag¬ 
nitude of 5.9 struck the Mexican 
state of Oaxaca, days after a more 
powerful temblor hit the area. 

The epicenter of the quake 
was about 20 miles northeast 
of the town of Santa Catarina 
Mechoacan. 

On Friday, Mexico escaped 
major destruction from a mag¬ 
nitude 7.2 earthquake that jolted 
southern and central parts of the 
country, though 13 people were 
killed in the crash of a helicopter 
sent to assess the damage. 

German police probe 
lawyer’s pizza stalker 

BERLIN — German police are 
investigating a case of pizza stalk¬ 
ing in the town of Dortmund. 

Police are looking for some¬ 
one who’s bombarded a lawyer 
by sending scores of pizzas to his 
office. 

They said Wednesday the an¬ 
noyed lawyer pressed charges in 
January but told them he had no 
idea who was behind the unwant¬ 
ed food deliveries. 

Local newspaper Ruhr Nach- 
richten named the lawyer as 
Guido Grolle, who told them he 
had already received more than 
100 pizzas. He said sometimes 
notices about the first deliveries 
of the day pop up on his phone 
during his morning shower. 

Lately, the anonymous buyer’s 
tastes have changed: There have 
also been deliveries for sushi, 
sausage and Greek food. 


From The Associated Press 
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OPINION 

Today’s students adept at describing danger 


It is altogether fitting, if somehow strange, that a child 
born into a media culture would think first to turn on 
his camera, the better to capture the faces of fear. 


By Kathleen Parker 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
t was a profoundly poignant image: 
Thirty to 40 teens huddled together in 
a small dark room, their downturned 
faces illuminated by cellphones as 
they learned about an active shooter prowl¬ 
ing their school. 

Via news apps, those survivors of 
Wednesday’s murderous rampage at a 
Parkland, Fla., high school, where 17 were 
killed and 15 injured, watched news devel¬ 
op in real time as the horror was occurring 
just a short walk away. Their virtual dis¬ 
tance from the shooter was probably little 
comfort when the inconceivable might still 
happen. A locked door is no barrier to a 
semi-automatic weapon. While brothers, 
sisters, friends and teachers were out there, 
possibly being shot, this group stared help¬ 
lessly, mesmerized by the gruesome real¬ 
ity show playing out on their screens. 

Nearly every news report mentioned the 
instant replay aspect of what transpired. 
“Thoughts and prayers” fell uselessly 
upon ears deafened by gunshot and hearts 
numb to their meaning. The same debates 
followed the same questions: What will it 
take? How many children have to die be¬ 
fore “they” do something? I’ve written this 
column before. 

In a fresh if disconcerting twist, the 
student survivors at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School almost seemed to be 
performing in their media appearances. 
Like well-rehearsed actors, they seemed to 
know their moves, what to say, how to speak 
to the camera. It was spooky listening to 
some of them, so articulate and calm in the 
aftermath of such carnage. Their reactions 


seemed more studied than real. But then, 
why wouldn’t students adept at drills and 
color-coded alerts have a few bullet points 
in mind for the day just in case a gunman 
showed up at their school? 

David Hogg was a standout that day. A 
17-year-old senior and school news direc¬ 
tor, Hogg happened to have been among 
the few dozen students stowed in the dark 
office earlier mentioned. And somehow, he 
just happened to detach himself from the 
ongoing mayhem long enough to interview 
and record his fellow students about what 
they were experiencing and, in a scene 
worthy of a future teen cult movie, record 
their thoughts about gun policy. 

When Hogg later appeared on camera, 
he spoke like a seasoned combat corre¬ 
spondent. Seemingly mature beyond his 
years, he looked straight into the camera 
and, speaking concisely, he addressed the 
sad reality of our nation’s failure to put an 
end to gun violence. 

“Ideas are great,” he intoned. “What we 
really need is action.” 

Despite sounding more adult than 
many adults, Hogg was nonetheless keen 
to remind viewers that he isn’t really a 
grown-up. “We’re children,” he pleaded 
to the cameras. “You guys are the adults.” 
Indeed. 

This calm, quick-witted kid is almost 
straight out of a novel. In my telling, he 
would go on to create and lead a movement 


that finally spurs serious gun reform in 
the U.S. and successfully lobbies Congress 
to designate the NRA as a terrorist orga¬ 
nization. He would become the first high- 
school journalist to receive a Pulitzer Prize 
in a new category — “Making News While 
Covering Breaking News” — launching 
him on a TV career. Something like that. 

Hogg could be the change agent many in 
the reform movement have been waiting 
for. He may represent a generational, evo¬ 
lutionary reflex to the paralysis that began 
19 years ago when two shooters killed 13 
people at Columbine High School. Hogg 
and his contemporaries have never known 
a world in which students, even first-grad¬ 
ers, weren’t slaughtered at their desks. 
Sooner or later, someone was going to rise 
up as counterpoint to such evil. 

Politicians don’t change or fix things 
until their constituents demand it — and 
every successful movement needs a char¬ 
ismatic leader. Might it take a youngster 
like Hogg to assume such a role? It is al¬ 
together fitting, if somehow strange, that 
a child born into a media culture would 
think first to turn on his camera, the bet¬ 
ter to capture the faces of fear. Doubtless, 
no one trapped in a room while bullets are 
flying and friends are dying thinks there 
shouldn’t be enhanced gun control. 

In the battle for sensible reform, the guy 
with the camera has the biggest gun of all. 


Trump ignoring the worst attack on US since 9/11 


By Max Boot 

The Washington Post 

I magine if, after 9/11, the president had 
said that the World Trade Center and 
Pentagon could have been attacked 
by “China” or “lots of other people.” 
Imagine if he had dismissed claims of al- 
Qaida’s responsibility as a “hoax” and said 
that he “really” believed Osama bin Laden’s 
denials. Imagine if he saw the attack pri¬ 
marily as a political embarrassment to be 
minimized rather than as a national secu¬ 
rity threat to be combated. Imagine if he 
threatened to fire the investigators trying 
to find out what happened. 

Imagine, moreover, if the president re¬ 
fused to appoint a commission to study how 
to safeguard America. Imagine if, as a re¬ 
sult, we did not harden cockpit doors. If we 
did not create a Transportation Security 
Administration and a Department of Home¬ 
land Security. If we did not lower barriers 
between law enforcement and intelligence. 
If we did not pass a USA Patriot Act to en¬ 
hance surveillance. And if we did not take 
myriad other steps to prevent another 9/11. 

That’s roughly where we stand after the 
second-worst foreign attack on America in 
the past two decades. The Russian subver¬ 
sion of the 2016 election did not, to be sure, 
kill nearly 3,000 people. But its longer-term 
impact may be even more corrosive by un¬ 
dermining faith in our democracy. 

The evidence of Russian meddling be¬ 
came “incontrovertible,” in the word of 
national security adviser H.R. McMaster, 
after special counsel Robert Mueller in¬ 
dicted 13 Russians and three Russian orga¬ 
nizations on Friday for taking part in this 
operation. “Defendants’ operations includ¬ 
ed supporting the presidential campaign 
of then-candidate Donald Trump (‘Trump 
Campaign’) and disparaging Hillary Clin¬ 


ton,” the indictment charges. 

Yet in a disturbing weekend tweetstorm, 
now-President Trump attacked the FBI, 
Democrats, even McMaster — anyone but 
the Russians. He sought to minimize the 
impact of the Kremlin’s intrusion, tweet¬ 
ing: “The results of the election were not 
impacted. The Trump campaign did noth¬ 
ing wrong -no collusion!” Actually, there’s 
plenty of evidence of collusion, including the 
infamous June 2016 meeting that Trump’s 
son, son-in-law and campaign manager held 
with Russian representatives who promised 
to “incriminate” Hillary Clinton. 

There is also considerable evidence that 
the Kremlin affected the election, which 
was decided by fewer than 80,000 votes 
in three states. Trump must have thought 
the Russian operation was significant be¬ 
cause he mentioned its handiwork — the 
release of Democratic Party documents via 
WikiLeaks — 137 times in the final month 
of the campaign. On top of that, Russian 
propaganda reached at least 126 million 
Americans via Facebook alone. 

The onslaught did not end in 2016. Rus¬ 
sian trolls have continued promoting 
hashtags such as #ReleaseTheMemo to sow 
dissension and division. Director of Nation¬ 
al Intelligence Daniel Coats just testified 
that Russia “views the 2018 U.S. midterm 
elections as a potential target for Russian 
influence operations.” Yet Trump has never 
convened a Cabinet meeting to address this 
threat and has resisted implementing sanc¬ 
tions passed by Congress. 

The president’s obstructionism makes it 
impossible to appoint an 11/8 Commission 
to study this cyberassault and to recom¬ 
mend responses. Various agencies, such as 
the FBI, are trying to combat the Russians 
on their own, but there is no coordinated 
response. 


Much of the work has been left to social 
media platforms such as Google, Facebook, 
YouTube, Instagram and Twitter that had 
to be dragged kicking and screaming into 
revealing the extent of Russian penetration, 
because they don’t want to lose ad revenue 
and users. Their apathy was underscored 
by a Friday tweet from Facebook Vice 
President Rob Goldman that was eagerly 
quoted by Trump himself: “Most of the cov¬ 
erage of Russian meddling involves their at¬ 
tempt to effect the outcome of the 2016 US 
election. I have seen all of the Russian ads 
and I can say very definitively that sway¬ 
ing the election was *NOT* the main goal.” 
That may be technically accurate as it ap¬ 
plies to Facebook ads, but it is also highly 
deceptive. These ads were only a small part 
of a vast Russian operation utilizing hack¬ 
ers and trolls that, as Mueller noted, was 
designed to sway the election. 

Just as Sept. 11 made clear that private 
security could not safeguard the aviation 
system, so the 2016 Russian attack made 
clear that social media companies cannot 
safeguard the electoral system. A greater 
federal role is needed, yet Trump refuses to 
even admit that the problem exists. 

The most benign explanation is that he 
is putting his vanity — he can’t have any¬ 
thing taint his glorious victory — above his 
obligation to “protect and defend the Con¬ 
stitution.” The more sinister hypothesis is 
that he has something to hide and, having 
benefited from Russia’s assistance once, 
hopes for more aid in 2018 and 2020. Either 
way, we are at war without a commander in 
chief. 

Max Boot is the Jeane J. Kirkpatrick senior fellow 
for national security studies at the Council on 
Foreign Relations. He is the author of “The Road 
Not Taken: Edward Lansdale and the American 
Tragedy in Vietnam.” 
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THE CENSUS 


$810K 


The amount a former Texas insurance agent has been ordered to repay in a case in which he also re¬ 
ceived life in prison for stealing from elderly clients. Joseph Gaines, of Lubbock, was sentenced Thurs¬ 
day. Authorities began investigating Gaines after a 94-year-old woman’s family called an insurance 
company to confirm her $700,000 investment. They were told there was no policy in her name. 




Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP 


Year of the Dog 


Members of the Chinese Youth Club Lion Dance team perform during a parade to mark Chinese New Year, the Year of the Dog, in the 
Chinatown neighborhood of Washington on Sunday. 


Candidate holds rifle 
raffle despite criticism 

Mn BALTIMORE — A 
1*1 mJ candidate for a Mary¬ 
land House seat held a campaign 
fundraiser that included raffling 
off an AR-15 assault rifle, the 
same type used in the Florida 
school shooting last week. 

The Baltimore Sun reported 
that Aaron Penman, a Republi¬ 
can, went ahead with the event 
Saturday night despite criticism 
that it was insensitive. 

Before the sold-out fundraiser 
began at a local fire hall, about 15 
people protested peacefully near¬ 
by. They read the names of the 17 
people who were killed at the high 
school in Parkland, Fla., as well as 
victims in other mass shootings. 

The Facebook posting for Pen¬ 
man’s event said gun winners 
would have to complete back¬ 
ground checks. Penman, who is 
a sheriff’s deputy, said cancel¬ 
ing the event would have been 
an infringement on the Second 
Amendment. 

Man arrested in death 
of wife following fight 

f LAWTON — An Okla- 
homa man suspected 
of supplying his wife with meth- 
amphetamine and then binding 
her after she became combative 
has been arrested following her 
death. 

Police said Brandon Harris, 
49, was arrested on suspicion of 
second-degree manslaughter and 
drug charges following the death 
of Heather Harris at their home 
in Lawton. 

An affidavit made public Fri¬ 
day says the woman died shortly 
after midnight Feb. 10 after the 
couple took meth that Brandon 
Harris had supplied. He told 
police that after consuming the 
drug, Heather Harris took her 
clothes off and went outside for 
at least half an hour in tempera¬ 
tures near freezing. 

Afterward, the affidavit says, 
the couple fought physically and 
Brandon Harris bound her “until 
she became unconscious and 
died.” 

Trees to be cut down 
to avert car crashes 

||i|| DEXTER — Officials 
1*11 in a southeastern Mich¬ 
igan city plan to cut down more 
than 100 trees along a stretch of 
road because drivers keep veer¬ 
ing off the road and hitting them. 

The Washtenaw County Road 
Commission told The Ann Arbor 
News there have been at least six 
vehicle crashes along Mast Road 
north of Dexter since 2012. Com¬ 
mission officials said the trees 
are too close to the road and pose 
a safety hazard. 

The commission plans to use 
federal safety grant funds for the 
project. The trees are expected to 
be removed by March 31. 

Man dies after being hit 
by piece of fire escape 

m Y NEW YORK —A man 
I* I died after being hit by a 
piece of fire escape from a New 
York City building. 

Police said Richard March- 


hart, 58, died Saturday from a 
skull fracture he sustained when 
he was hit by the debris Friday. 

Police said Marchhart, of 
Garden City, was walking on 
Broadway in Manhattan’s SoHo 
neighborhood when he was hit by 
a piece of a building’s metal fire 
escape. 

Officials said a worker was in¬ 
specting the fire escape seven 
stories up on a ladder when a 
piece of it broke off and fell. 

Teen stuck between 
rocks in cave is rescued 

| P it PEQUEA—Authorities 
■ ^said a 15 -year-old youth 
trapped in a cave in Pennsylva¬ 
nia was rescued after a lengthy 
effort. 

The youth, who was part of a 
group accompanied by a cave 
guide, was about 200 feet into the 
Wind Cave in Lancaster County’s 
Martic Township when he became 
wedged between some rocks. 

Fire and emergency rescue 
agencies from York and Lancaster 
counties responded shortly after 
5:30 p.m. Saturday. Heating pads 
were used to keep the youth warm 
as rescuers worked to free him. 


A county dispatcher said the 
youth was freed shortly before 
midnight. Tony Williams, of Rawl- 
insville Fire Co., said there was no 
indication the teen was injured. 

2 bears badly burned in 
wildfire back in forest 

A GOLETA—Two female 
bears badly burned in a 
wildfire are back home in Los Pa¬ 
dres National Forest. 

KABC-TV reported recent 
photos and GPS tracking show 
the bears are moving around and 
in good health in the forest after 
suffering burn injuries in De¬ 
cember from a massive wildfire 
that affected Ventura and Santa 
Barbara counties. 

The bears were released back 
into the wild in January. 

Hiker falls from cliff 
while seeking shortcut 

r\ n BEND—A Bend hiker 
I* was rescued after fall¬ 
ing at Smith Rock State Park 
while searching for a shortcut to 
the parking lot. 

The Bend Bulletin reported 
that Caitlin Richmond called 911 


at 5:30 p.m. Saturday to report 
her husband, Samuel Bedell, had 
fallen at the lower gorge near the 
park’s north point parking lot. 

The Deschutes County Sher¬ 
iff’s Office said rescue personnel 
found Bedell on a small ledge at 
the base of a cliff. He was lifted 
about 40 feet in a litter and was 
taken to a Bend hospital with non¬ 
life-threatening injuries. 

The sheriff’s office said Bedell 
was in a group of six hikers who 
crossed Crooked River in search 
of a shortcut back to the parking 
lot. 

Man arrested over sale 
of AR-15s to agent 

A SACRAMENTO 

— Authorities said a 
California man was arrested for 
manufacturing and selling AR-15 
rifles — known as “ghost guns” 
that are virtually untraceable — 
to an undercover federal agent. 

The Sacramento Bee reported 
that court documents say the 
arrest Thursday stems from a 
five-month Homeland Security 
investigation that used the dark 
web, Bitcoin payments, secret 
meetings and discussions of buy¬ 


ing grenades, anti-personnel 
mines and explosives. 

A 31-page criminal complaint 
unsealed Friday unveiled the sus¬ 
pected plot. 

The man made an initial ap¬ 
pearance Friday in federal court. 

Bathroom mulled after 
complaints at beach 

M p OLD ORCHARD 
IVI Cl BEACH — The Maine 
town of Old Orchard Beach is 
considering adding additional 
public restrooms after getting 
complaints about people relieving 
themselves near the town beach 
and on private property. 

The Biddeford Journal report¬ 
ed that the town has public rest¬ 
rooms downtown but not at other 
access points to the beach. Some 
residents even have complained 
about visitors defecating in pub¬ 
lic places. 

The town is now considering 
buying a self-contained restroom 
trailer that can be used in the 
summer months and stored in the 
winter. 

From wire reports 
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FACES 


AP photos 

From top to bottom: 
Kanisha and Nana in 
Silver Spring, Md.; Korie 
Harden in Grand Blanc, 
Mich.; and the Lawton 
family in Silver Spring, 
Md., all dressed up to 
see “Black Panther” 
over the weekend. 


Dressed for 

THE OCCASION 


Many inspired to wear traditional African 
apparel on ‘Black Panther’ opening weekend 


By Sonaiya Kelley 

Los Angeles Times 

“Black Panther” fever took over Los Angeles 
and beyond this weekend as the highly anticipated 
Disney film opened to the kind of fervor typically 
reserved for the latest offering in the “Star Wars” 
franchise. 

Final box-office numbers for the Marvel Enter¬ 
tainment release’s three-day opening weekend were 
not available at press time, but it’s expected to be 
the highest February film debut ever. It’s also like¬ 
ly to have one of the top five opening weekends of 
all time. The previous February record was set by 
“Deadpool,” which grossed $152.2 million over the 
long Presidents Day weekend in 2016. 

With an A-plus rating from audiences on Cinema- 
Score and a 97 percent “fresh” rating on review ag¬ 
gregation site Rotten Tomatoes, it currently stands 
as the most well-received superhero film ever, Mar¬ 
vel or otherwise. And audiences are visibly showing 
their support. 

In lieu of the traditional cosplay of capes and 
Spandex, moviegoers nationwide over the weekend 
evoked the spirit of Wakanda by wearing colorful 
African-inspired dashikis to the theater. 

“This is the first time. I never dress up,” said New 
York native Christian Prince, who was in Los An¬ 
geles over the weekend for the NBA All-Star Game. 
“I just felt the spirit and the energy,” Prince said. 
“People were joking around like, ‘Are we going to 


dress up to go see it?’ And I was like, ‘Yeah, 
why not? It’ll be fun’... We asked his parents if 
they had kente cloth, and they had some.” 

Nakiah Cherry Chinchilla and her son, Au¬ 
gust, of Westchester, Calif., had already seen 
the film twice by Friday afternoon. They got 
their dashikis made by an Inglewood, Calif.- 
based West African designer, and planned to 
see the movie four times in four theaters. 

“We have four different African-inspired outfits 
for each showing,” Nakiah Chinchilla noted. “We re¬ 
ally just went out of our way to make sure that we 
are representing what the movie is about. 

“Last night, when we saw it in Culver City, there 
were so many people there dressed just like us. And 
even though none of us knew each other, we were all 
just smiling at each other as if to say, ‘Yeah, we all 
had the same feeling.’ It really made me feel good.” 

“Black Panther” is the 18th consecutive Marvel 
Cinematic Universe film to debut at No. 1. The movie, 
starring Chadwick Boseman as King T’Challa, aka 
the superhero Black Panther, and Michael B. Jordan 
as the villain Erik Killmonger, is set in the fictional 
African land of Wakanda, where a special mineral 
called vibranium has opened up their world to in¬ 
credible technological and social advances. The pic¬ 
ture, directed by Ryan Coogler, has been heralded 
as a cultural milestone with its nearly all-black cast 
and contingent of strong women, and perhaps will 
put to rest the longstanding Hollywood belief that 
black-led movies don’t perform at the box office. 


Gill says Grammys 
can’t honor everyone 

Associated Press 

Vince Gill defended the Recording Academy 
over the criticism that female artists were under¬ 
represented at this year’s Grammy Awards. 

Gill said it is “impossible” to not leave someone 
off the list in a given year. 

“I look at it kind of trying to see the whole field, 
you know. And I think the Grammys will go on and 
the country artists will feel slighted. Or maybe the 
classical people will feel slighted,” Gill said. “It’s 
impossible to pull something off like that and not 
leave a few people by the wayside.” 

The country star spoke before a benefit concert 
for the Country Music Hall of Fame on Feb. 13 in 
New York where he shared the stage with Emmy- 
lou Harris, Maren Morris and Kesha. 

Sitting with Harris and Morris before the con¬ 
cert, the 21-time Grammy winner said all that 
matters is that musical people are “conscious of 
what’s great at the end of the day.” 

“You’re looking at three really open-minded mu¬ 
sical people. We don’t care about genres, of color of 
skin, or gender, or anything. We just love playing 
music with great people, and that’s all,” he said. 

Morris, who won her first Grammy last year, 
agreed, saying that Grammys history backs it up. 

“I think the person that’s won the most Grammys 
is Alison Krauss, so I don’t know. I mean, there’s 
obviously some things that need to be looked at, I 
think, and maybe it’s just voting members. Maybe 
we need to like expand on that,” Morris said. 

Krauss has won 27 Grammys, and nominated 44 
times. Krauss is actually tied for second place with 
Quincy Jones for most Grammy wins. Hungarian 
composer Georg Sorti has 31 wins. 

The Recording Academy was criticized for sev¬ 
eral issues, including not having album of the year 



AP 


Country musician Vince Gill, shown Sept. 14 in 
Nashville, is defending the Recording Academy 
over the criticism that female artists were 
underrepresented at this year’s Grammy Awards. 

nominee Lorde perform on last month’s live tele¬ 
cast. Also, of the awards shown on the broadcast, 
only two winners were women — Cara and Rihan- 
na (for a collaboration with Kendrick Lamar). 

Other news 

■ Roger Deakins won the American Society of 
Cinematographers’ feature film award for “Blade 
Runner 2049” on Feb. 17. 

■ The movie studio co-founded by Harvey 
Weinstein has fired its president. The Weinstein 
Co. board said Feb. 16 it voted unanimously to dis¬ 
miss David Glasser. New York Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman has said Glasser knew of al¬ 
legations of sexual misconduct by Weinstein but 
failed to ensure they were investigated. 

■ Harry Connick Jr.’s daytime talk-variety 
show, titled “Harry,” will wrap after two seasons. 
“Harry” which lagged in viewership behind day¬ 
time programs such as “The Ellen DeGeneres 
Show,” will tape through September. 


‘3 Billboards,’ women make 
statement at UK film awards 


Associated Press 

The ferocious female-led tragi¬ 
comedy “Three Billboards Out¬ 
side Ebbing, Missouri” was the 
big winner at the British Academy 
Film Awards in London, where 
women demanding an end to ha¬ 
rassment, abuse and inequality 
dominated the ceremony. 

Martin McDonagh’s film about 
a bereaved mother seeking jus¬ 
tice won five trophies Sunday 
including best film, outstanding 
British film and best actress, for 
Frances McDormand. 

Producer Graham Broadbent 
said the movie is “the story of a 
woman taking on the establish¬ 
ment and status quo.” 

“It seems more timely now 
than we could ever have imag¬ 
ined,” he said. 

Writer-director McDonagh 
said it was fitting, in the year 
of the “Time’s Up” campaign 
against sexual harassment, that 
“Three Billboards” is “a film 
about a woman who refuses to 
take any s— anymore.” 

“Our film is a hopeful one in 
lots of ways, but it’s also an angry 
one,” McDonagh said. “As we’ve 
seen this year, sometimes anger 
is the only way to get people to lis¬ 
ten and to change.” 

McDonagh won the original 
screenplay prize for “Three 


Billboards,” which also netted 
Sam Rockwell the supporting 
actor trophy. Allison Janney was 
named best supporting actress 
for playing ice skater Tonya Har¬ 
ding’s domineering mother in “I, 
Tonya.” 

Guillermo del Toro won the di¬ 
recting prize for the monster fan¬ 
tasy “The Shape of Water,” which 
also took trophies for music and 
production design. 

Gary Oldman, the favorite 
among bookies, won the best 
actor prize for playing wartime 
British Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill in “Darkest Hour.” 

The British prizes, known as 
BAFTAs, are considered a key 
indicator of likely success at Hol¬ 
lywood’s Oscars in two weeks’ 
time. 

The film awards season in the 
United States and elsewhere has 
been overshadowed by the allega¬ 
tions of sexual harassment and 
abuse leveled at scores of enter¬ 
tainment figures since women 
began coming forward to accuse 
Hollywood producer Harvey 
Weinstein last year. 

The red carpet and the audi¬ 
torium at London’s Royal Albert 
Hall were a sea of black, as ac¬ 
tresses eschewed color as a state¬ 
ment against sexual misconduct 
and gender inequality. 
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SHIFTING GEARS 



Style, performance come together 

2018 Acura TLX A-Spec offers a bolder look and improved agility 


By Barry Spyker 

Tribune News Service 

Admittedly, it’s a mouthful: the 2018 
Acura TLX SH-AWD A-Spec. 

The TLX marks the merger between 
the TL and TSX several years ago. SH- 
AWD represents Acura’s torque-vectoring 
Super-Handling All-Wheel-Drive system. 
The A-Spec is new for 2018 and is Acura’s 
answer to those seeking a sportier drive, 
one that can compete with the likes of Audi 
A4, BMW 3-Series and Infiniti Q50. 

With the A-Spec, Acura is making posi¬ 
tive strides toward those tough foes. It gets 
a sharper look, is loaded with standard 
equipment and receives a more sophisti¬ 
cated infotainment system. 

Gone is the pointed beak, replaced by 
dark mesh grille and jewel-eye LED head¬ 
lamps. A-Spec models get a black bum¬ 
per, charcoal-gray 19-inch wheels, special 
badging and trim. At rear are dual exhausts 
and a black spoiler. 

But the spotlight really is on perfor¬ 
mance. Kudos to engineers for the retuned 
electric steering and suspension systems in 
the A-Spec. A larger rear anti-roll bar helps 
stiffen the new ride and flatten the TLX on 
twisty roads. 

The A-Spec dives into corners and leaps 
out with catlike reflexes while the SH- 


AWD system sends power where it is need¬ 
ed most for peak traction. Assisting road 
grip on both slick and dry roads are wider 
Michelin Primacy MXM4 tires installed 
exclusively on the A-Spec. 

A thick steering wheel and “active sound 
control” give the A-Spec its racy feel, but 
Acura added no extra power for the TLX 
lineup this year. It gets the same 3.5-liter 
V-6 engine that’s good for 290 horses and 
267 pound-feet of torque. Those numbers 
fall short of the competition but it’ll get to 
60 mph in 5.9 seconds, says Acura, and has 
a top speed of 134 mph. 

The engine is mated to a nine-speed 
transmission that sometimes is slow to re¬ 
spond both on the upshift and the down. 
Paddle shifters can do a little better. Best to 
keep it in Sport-Plus mode, which improves 
steering and throttle response. Other 
drive-select modes include Econ, Normal 
and Sport. 

EPA estimates fuel economy at 20 mpg 
around town, 29 on the open road, for a 
combined figure of 23 mpg. 

Inside the five-passenger sedan, avail¬ 
able with black or red color schemes, are 
multiple improvements. Leather sport 
seats are ventilated and heated and ad¬ 
just with 12-way power function. They are 
nicely bolstered but not annoyingly so, and 


have cool Alcantara inserts and contrast 
stitching. A black headliner adds a touch of 
elegance. 

There’s plenty of room up front for heads 
and legs, but the back seat is tight for this 
segment. Trunk space is OK but an odd¬ 
shaped opening may cause a couple of 
banged fingers. 

The infotainment system features Acura’s 
new touchscreen, and many will be glad to 
see it’s now compatible with Android Auto 
and Apple CarPlay. They appear on the 
top of the dual-screen system, while audio 
and climate functions are operated on the 
lower screen. An ELS audio system with 10 
speakers comes with the Tech package. 

A bonus with the TLX is that a host of fea¬ 
tures that often cost extra come standard. 
The AcuraWatch safety package includes 
forward-collision warning with emergency 
braking, adaptive cruise control and lane- 
keep assist with mitigation. The A-Spec also 
gets blind-spot monitoring and other good¬ 
ies in the Tech package. Missing, though, is 
a surround-view camera. 

Still, with upgrades in technology and 
style plus more agility on the road, the A- 
Spec is a worthy addition to the conversa¬ 
tion. That is, if you can recite the model 
name. 


2018 Acura TLX 
SH-AWD A-Spec 



What’s all the excitement about? Acura 
introduces an A-Spec for the 2018 TLX, of¬ 
fering a bolder look and improved agility. 
Base price: $45,750 (includes Tech and 
A-Spec packages) 

Powertrain: 3.5-liter V-6 engine worthy 
of 290 horsepower; mated to nine-speed 
transmission 

How’s the performance? Retuned steering 
and suspension and Super-Handling AWD 
system make the A-Spec the best performer 
in the TLX lineup. 

What about fuel economy? EPA-rated at 23 
mpg combined (20 city, 29 highway) 
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Cities pitching diversity in push to lure businesses 


By Corey Williams 

Associated. Press 

Some cities and regions are 
highlighting racial diversity 
along with positive business cli¬ 
mates, competitive tax rates and 
available land in pitches to lure 
tech companies and high-paying 
jobs to town. 

Places such as Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia and Detroit are tout¬ 
ing their populations of people 
of color to chief executives and 
other corporate officials as part 
of being open for business. 

“For Pittsburgh and southwest¬ 
ern Pennsylvania, ethnic and ra¬ 
cial diversity has been an integral 
part of our history and a rich part 
of our narrative,” said Stefani 
Pashman, CEO of the Allegh¬ 
eny Conference on Community 
Development. 

Pittsburgh and Philadelphia 
are among 20 cities still under 
consideration by online retail 
giant Amazon as locations for the 
company’ second headquarters. 

Pashman said that to succeed 
as a player in a global economy, 


Pittsburgh “must be a place 
where there’s a base of talent that 
looks and thinks like the world 
because the world is the customer 
in today’s economy.” 

When Seattle-based Amazon 
sought proposals for its second 
headquarters, more than 240 cit¬ 
ies and regions submitted bids 
and pitches about what they could 
offer the retailer. Many pitches 
came with sleek, professionally 
filmed videos of bright and busy 
downtowns, historic landmarks 
and recreational opportunities. 

Some also featured snapshots of 
racial diversity in neighborhoods, 
shops and classrooms. That’s 
something sought by younger 
workers who will come to domi¬ 
nate a more tech-driven global 
economy, according to marketing 
experts. 

Companies generally are look¬ 
ing to employ a lot of millennials, 
and those hires are saying they 
“want to be able to work and live 
in a place where there are these 
interesting and diverse cultures,” 
said Matthew Quint, director of 
Columbia Business School’s Cen¬ 


ter on Global Brand Leadership. 

But tech-based corporations 
are lacking in diversity, accord¬ 
ing to some data. 

High-tech employment of 
blacks in the U.S. was 7.4 percent 
compared with 14.4 percent em¬ 
ployment of blacks in the public 
sector overall, according to 2014 
data collected by the federal 
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission. Hispanic high-tech 
employment was 8 percent com¬ 
pared with 13.9 percent in the 
public sector overall. 

The data also showed that fewer 
than 1 percent of executives at 
some leading Silicon Valley tech 
firms were black and fewer than 
2 percent were Hispanic. 

“All tech companies are under 
this lens, presently, for their lack 
of diversity,” Quint said. “CEOs 
are talking about ‘we know we 
need to change.’” 

Meanwhile, he said, cities rec¬ 
ognize the racial diversity they 
offer is attractive and they’re tell¬ 
ing companies, “You are going to 
have this diverse population to 
choose from as you’re looking to 


change your brand.” 

Pittsburgh is in Allegheny 
County. About 202,000 of Pitts¬ 
burgh’s 305,000 residents are 
white, and about 74,000 are black, 
according to census data. An ad¬ 
ditional 16,000 are Asian. 

In its pursuit of Amazon’s $5 
billion second headquarters proj¬ 
ect, which could result in possibly 
50,000 jobs, Pittsburgh’s video 
entry is titled “Future. Forged. 
For all.” 

In Philadelphia’s pitch to Ama¬ 
zon, a half-dozen or so nonwhite 
professionals tell why it would be 
the best place for the company’s 
new headquarters. 

Dallas-Fort Worth also is among 
the more than 240 cities and re¬ 
gions to make a run at Amazon 
and also made the cut down to 20. 
A video that’s part of Dallas-Fort 
Worth’s proposal shows a boy of 
eastern Indian heritage holding a 
sign that reads: “Diversity.” 

Detroit’s pitch included a 240- 
page “Move Here. Move the 
World” book that featured blacks 
and other minorities who own 
businesses and also highlighted 


Facebook to verify political ad buyers with postcards 


Associated Press 

MENLO PARK, Calif. — Face- 
book soon will rely on centuries- 
old technology to try to prevent 
foreign meddling in U.S. elec¬ 
tions: the post office. 

After the company was baffled 
in 2016 by Russian agents who 
bought ads to sway the U.S. presi¬ 
dential campaign, Facebook’s 
global politics and government 
outreach director, Katie Harbath, 
told a meeting of the National As¬ 
sociation of Secretaries of State in 
Washington on Saturday that the 
company would send postcards to 


potential buyers of political ads to 
confirm they live in the U.S. 

The recipient then would have 
to enter a code in Facebook to con¬ 
tinue buying the ad. The method 
first will apply to ads that name 
candidates ahead of the midterm 
elections in November, said Face- 
book spokesman Andy Stone. 

The plan was unveiled a day 
after special counsel Robert Muel¬ 
ler charged 13 Russians with inter¬ 
fering in the presidential election. 
Mueller’s indictment described 
how Russian agents stole Social 
Security numbers and other infor¬ 


mation from real Americans and 
used them to create bank and Pay¬ 
Pal accounts in order to buy online 
ads. Agents also recruited Ameri¬ 
cans to do things such as hold up 
signs at rallies organized to create 
content for Russia-created social 
media posts. 

Facebook uncovered some 
3,000 Russia-linked ads on Face- 
book and Instagram bought be¬ 
fore and after the November 2016 
election that it says may have 
been seen by as many as 150 mil¬ 
lion users. But ads were only part 
of the problem, as the Mueller in¬ 


dictments say that Russian agents 
also set up fake pages with names 
such as “Secured Borders,” 
“Blacktivist” and “United Mus¬ 
lims of America” that had hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of followers. 

Facebook did not say how the 
new postcard method of verifica¬ 
tion would prevent foreign agents 
from setting up local mailing ad¬ 
dresses and hiring people in the 
U.S. to check them. But Stone 
said the method was “one piece 
of a much larger effort to address 
foreign electoral influence on our 
platform.” 


Hispanic heritage events. But the 
Motor City, which is 80 percent 
black and anchors a metropolitan 
area that also has sizable Arab- 
American and Hispanic popula¬ 
tions, didn’t make Amazon’s cut. 

Tina Wells, founder and CEO 
of Haddonfield, N.J.-based Buzz 
Marketing Group, said she’s not 
aware of other instances in which 
cities pushed their diversity to 
companies like some have to Am¬ 
azon. But, she said, it’s “less about 
marketing a city’s blackness and 
more about showing a city is di¬ 
verse and open to everyone.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Military rates 

Euro costs (Feb. 19). 

.$1.2801 

Dollar buys (Feb. 19). 

British pound (Feb. 19). 

Japanese yen (Feb. 19). 

South Korean won (Feb. 19). 

Commercial rates 
Bahrain (Dinar). 

.€0.7812 

.$1.44 

.105.00 

.... 1,056.00 

.0.3770 

British pound. 

.$1.4020 

Canada (Doll.u). 

China (Yuan). 

.1.2553 

.6.3490 

Denmark (Krone).5.9995 

Egypt (Pound).17.6507 

Euro.$1.2413/0.8056 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8220 

Hungary (Forint).250.63 

Israel (Shekel).3.5504 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

.0.2994 

.7.7833 

.52.30 

.3.35 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal). 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

.3.7503 

.1.3119 

.1,067.81 

.0.9276 

.31.32 

Turkey (Lira) 

.3.7468 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.42 

3-month bill.1.57 

30-year bond.3.13 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


TUESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


TUESDAY IN EUROPE 


WEDNESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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Something for everyone... 


News that matters to you — free in your inbox from Stars and Stripes, the 
military’s #1 independent source of news and information. Choose from 
Daily Headlines, Weekly Update, Veterans News, Stripes Opinion, 
Military History or the Stripes Europe email newsletter. Zero cost. 
That’s a very small price to pay for staying up on the topics that interest 
you most. Subscribe today: Stripes.com/newsletters . 
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\ BET 1 COULD 
IMPROVE MV GRADES 
BY TRADEMARKING 
THE LETTERS B 
THROUGH F. 


WANTING SOMETHING y l GUESS \ WON'T 
FOR NOTHING IS THE A, BE USING h 
DEFINITION OF LAWYER WHO 

GREEDY, HOWEVER J 0 . F WORKS SOLELY 
MODEST. ON COMMISSION 

NOW. 




m WA4TE 
IWKWNG-EME.NT 
PROGRAM EOp 
THE INFP-N- 
GTRUCT ORE'S 
K.VTCHEN 
M.EMNTENNNCE. 
N£EDGTfc>BE 
iMPLEfAENTtl? 


XL 



VtolN to feET N 
pounicH- jmwe 
To TNH-t OUT 
THE TRNEA 




[ And, in t>ke 4-2nJ week^ 
nt. £ea, Orvar tkougkt ke 
£aw land, tut. it. wag. 
only anotker tird. 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Combo 

5 Corn throwaway 
8 Unwanted email 

12 Lotion additive 

13 Simile center 

14 Waikiki’s island 

15 In a gloomy way 

17 Many corp. 
recruits 

18 Take to court 

19 Old Oldsmobile 

20 Grind your teeth 

21 Drunkard 

22 Stickum 

23 Toy bricks 
26 Exact copy 

30 Jack Horner’s 
prize 

31 “Delicious!” 

32 Historic periods 

33 Heavenly color 

35 Ginger cookies 

36 Wardrobe 
malfunction 

37 Mouse 
chaser 

38 Sire 

41 Glitch 

42 Hardly any 

45 Addict 

46 Whenever 

48 Poi base 

49 Submachine gun 

50 Slightly wet 

51 Mon. follower 


52 “— voyage!” 

53 Sports figure? 

DOWN 

1 Low range 

2 Slugger Moises 

3 Iditarod terminus 

4 Society newbie 

5 Insertion symbol 

6 Norway’s capital 

7 Inlet 

8 Drowsy 

9 Sunscreen 
additive 

10 Cries of 
discovery 

11 Dogsled 
command 

16 Cupid’s alias 

20 Republicans 

21 Tijuana toppers 

22 Tiara jewel 


23 Vinyl records 

24 Wapiti 

25 Chap 

26 Paris street 

27 Playwright Levin 

28 Upper limit 

29 Donkey 
31 “Uh-huh” 

34 Set afire 

35 Wise one 

37 Curry spice 

38 Cigar remnant 

39 Jacob’s brother 

40 Richard of 
“Chicago” 

41 TV clown 

42 Authoritative 
order 

43 Austen heroine 

44 Sobbed 

46 Extended lunch? 

47 NFL six-pointers 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



2-20 

H C D F E 


CRYPTOQUIP 

L C E F O 


H J B O J S L 


VQPEGELEDA QBD VSGG JV 


CQBXVSG XEPBJJBNQFEAXA, 


E PQGG LCDX N D B X - F Q A E S X A . 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: INEXPLICABLE 
ABILITY TO FORESEE A HUNDRED YEARS INTO 
THE FUTURE: EXTRA-CENTURY PERCEPTION. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals M 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSl^STRIPES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 
Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 


140 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


142 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
target both sellers and 



■ People saying Free Dog 




SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 


Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst. 


Take the fuss out of 
packing up for your next 
PCS—sell everything 
with Stripes 
free classifieds! 


STARS^STRIPES. 



Want a better picture? 



You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military 
news coverage. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases 
the way we do. 


STARStaSTRI PES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 







Round-the-world news for America s military. 


Lies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


»es.com sui 


STRIPES. 


Mobile 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most ( 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Auto racing 


Daytona 500 

At Daytona International Speedway 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Lap length: 2.50 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (14) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 207 laps, 
0 rating, 42 points. 

2. (7) Darrell Wallace Jr, Chevrolet, 207, 
0, 39. 

3. (2) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 207, 0,35. 

4. (5) Joey Logano, Ford, 207,0,41. 

5. (21) Chris Buescher, Chevrolet, 207, 
0,32. 

6. (16) Paul Menard, Ford, 207,0,42. 

7. (3) Ryan Blaney, Ford, 207,0,48. 

8. (13) Ryan Newman, Chevrolet, 207, 
0, 29. 

9. (22) Michael McDowell, Ford, 207, 0, 


College basketball 

1 

Golf 

1 

Deals 


39. 

10. (20) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet, 
207, 0, 27. 

11. (37) Aric Almirola, Ford, 206, 0, 33. 

12. (29) Justin Marks, Chevrolet, 206, 0, 

0. 

13. (18) Trevor Bayne, Ford, 206,0,28. 

14. (39) David Gilliland, Ford, 206, 0, 0. 

15. (10) Clint Bowyer, Ford, 206, 0, 22. 

16. (19) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet, 
205, 0, 21. 

17. (1) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 205, 0, 

29. 

18. (24) Martin Truex Jr, Toyota, 205, 0, 

30. 

19. (38) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 204, 0, 

18. 

20. (34) Gray Gaulding, Toyota, 204, 0, 

21. (27) Jeffrey Earnhardt, Chevrolet, 
204, 0,16. 

22. (40) Mark Thompson, Ford, 203, 0, 

15. 

23. (33) William Byron, Chevrolet, 203, 

O, 14. 

24. (30) D.J. Kennington, Toyota, 201, 0, 

13. 

25. (12) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 200, 0,12. 

26. (ll) Kurt Busch, Ford, accident, 198, 

0 , 21 . 

27. (36) Matt DiBenedetto, Ford, acci¬ 
dent, 198, 0,10. 

28. (25) Brendan Gaughan, Chevrolet, 
accident, 198, 0, 9. 

29. (9) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Ford, acci¬ 
dent, 197, 0,15. 

30. (15) David Ragan, Ford, accident, 
107, 0, 7. 

31. (6) Kevin Harvick, Ford, accident, 
105,0,10. 

32. (31) Brad Keselowski, Ford, acci¬ 
dent, 102, 0, 5. 

33. (4) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, acci¬ 
dent, 101,0, 7. 

34. (26) Kasey Kahne, Chevrolet, acci¬ 
dent, 101, 0, 3. 

35. (28) Danica Patrick, Chevrolet, ac¬ 
cident, 101, 0, 2. 

36. (8) Erik Jones, Toyota, accident, 59, 

0 , 1 . 

37. (17) Daniel Suarez, Toyota, accident, 
59,0,1. 

38. (35) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, ac¬ 
cident, 59, 0,1. 

39. (23) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, accident, 
59, 0,1. 

40. (32) Corey Lajoie, Chevrolet, engine, 

8 , 0 , 1 . 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Race Winner: 150.551 

Time of Race: 3 hours, 26 minutes, 15 
seconds. 

Margin of Victory: 0.260 seconds. 
Caution Flags: 8 for 37 laps. 

Lead Changes: 24 among 14 drivers. 
Lap Leaders: A.Bowman 0; D.Hamlin 1- 
10; J.Marks 11; Ku.Busch 12-14; A.Bowman 
15-22; E.Jones 23-33; R.Stenhouse 34-44; 

C. EIIiott 45-48; J.Logano 49-51; Ku.Busch 
52-62; A.Bowman 63-67; R.BIaney 68-93; 

P. Menard 94; M.Truex 95-98; R.BIaney 99- 
122; A.AIImendinger 123; R.BIaney 124- 
170; D.Hamlin 171-173; R.BIaney 174-193; 

D. Hamlin 194; Ku.Busch 195-196; R.BIaney 
197; D.Hamlin 198-205; A.AImirola 206; 

A.Dillon 207 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, 
Laps Led): R.BIaney, 5 times for 113 laps; 
D.Hamlin, 4 times for 18 laps; Ku.Busch, 
3 times for 13 laps; A.Bowman, 3 times 
for 11 laps; E.Jones, 1 time for 10 laps; 
R.Stenhouse, 1 time for 10 laps; C.EIIiott, 1 
time for 3 laps; M.Truex, 1 time for 3 laps; 
Logano, 1 time for 2 laps; Allmendinger, 1 
time for 0 laps; Almirola, 1 time for 0 laps; 

A.Dillon, 1 time for 0 laps; J.Marks, 1 time 
for 0 laps; P.Menard, 1 time for 0 laps. 
Wins: A.Dillon, 1. 

Top 16 in Points: 1. R.BIaney, 48; 2. 
A.Dillon, 42; 3. P.Menard, 42; 4. J.Logano, 
41; 5. M.McDowell, 39; 6. D.WaTlace, 
39; 7. D.Hamlin, 35; 8. A.AImirola, 33; 

9. C.Buescher, 32; 10. M.Truex, 30; 11. 
A.Bowman, 29; 12. R.Newman, 29; 13. 
T.Bayne, 28; 14. A.AIImendinger, 27; 15. 
C.Bowyer, 22; 16. Ku.Busch, 21. 

NASCAR Driver Rating Formula 
A maximum of 150 points can be at¬ 
tained in a race. The formula combines 
the following categories: Wins, Finishes, 
Top-15 Finishes, Average Running Position 
while on Lead Lap, Average Speed Under 
Green, Fastest Lap, Led Most Laps, Lead- 
Lap Finish. 


Men's AP Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. Virginia (24-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Georgia Tech, Wednesday. 

2. Michigan State (26-3) did not play. 
Next: vs. Illinois, Tuesday. 

3. Villanova (24-3) did not play. Next: 
vs. DePaul, Wednesday. 

4. Xavier (24-4) did not play. Next: at 
Georgetown, Wednesday. 

5. Cincinnati (23-4) lost to No. 19 Wich¬ 
ita State 76-72. Next: vs. UConn, Thurs- 

da 6. Purdue (24-5) beat Penn State 76-73. 
Next: at Illinois, Thursday. 

7. Texas Tech (22-5) did not play. Next: 
at Oklahoma State, Wednesday. 

8. Ohio State (22-7) lost to No. 22 Mich¬ 
igan 74-62. Next: vs. Rutgers, Tuesday. 

9. Gonzaga (25-4) did not play. Next: at 
San Diego, Thursday. 

10. Auburn (23-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. Alabama, Wednesday. 

11. Clemson (20-6) lost to No. 12 Duke 
66-57. Next: at Virginia Tech, Wednes¬ 
day. 

12. Duke (22-5) beat No. 11 Clemson 
66-57. Next: vs. Louisville, Wednesday. 

13. Kansas (21-6) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 23 Oklahoma, Monday. 

14. North Carolina (21-7) did not play. 
Next: at Syracuse, Wednesday. 

15. Saint Mary’s (25-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. Pepperdine, Thursday. 

16. Rhode Island (21-4) did not play. 
Next: at La Salle, Tuesday. 

17. Arizona (21-6) did not play. Next: at 
Oregon State, Thursday. 

18. Tennessee (19-7) did not play. Next: 
vs. Florida, Wednesday. 

19. Wichita State (21-5) beat No. 5 Cin¬ 
cinnati 76-72. Next: vs. Tulane, Wednes¬ 
day. 

20. West Virginia (19-8) did not play. 
Next: at Baylor, Tuesday. 

21. Texas A&M (17-10) did not play. 
Next: vs. Mississippi State, Tuesday. 

22. Michigan (22-7) beat No. 8 Ohio 
State 74-62. Next: at Penn State, Wednes¬ 
day. 

23. 

ext: di in u. ±o rxcuiicib, iviunuay. 

24. Nevada (23-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. San Jose State, Wednesday. 

25. Arizona State (19-7) did not play. 
Next: at Oregon, Thursday. 

Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Colgate 68, Loyola (Md.) 47 
Hartford 69, Vermont 68 
Houston 80, Temple 59 
Manhattan 82, Niagara 72 
Mass.-Lowell 74, Binghamton 69 
Monmouth (NJ) 93, Siena 89, 30T 
Rider 83, Canisius 82 
Seton Hall 82, DePaul 77 
Stony Brook 72, New Hampshire 63 
UMBC 68, Albany (NY) 60 
SOUTH 


Duke 66, Clemson 5". 

Florida St. 88, Pittsburgh 75 
High Point 66, Gardner-Webb 65 
Radford 74, Presbyterian 68, OT 
UConn 84, East Carolina 80 
UNC-Asheville 85, Charleston South¬ 
ern 80, OT 

Winthrop 79, Longwood 64 

MIDWEST 

Drake 67, Missouri St. 63 
Illinois 72, Nebraska 66 
Loyola of Chicago 76, Evansville 66 
Michigan 74, Ohio St. 62 
Purdue 76, Penn St. 73 
Wichita St. 76, Cincinnati 72 
SOUTHWEST 
Tulsa 73, South Florida 61 
FAR WEST 

Denver 66, Oral Roberts 65 
Stanford 77, California 73 

Women’s AP Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. UConn (26-0) beat Temple 106-45. 
Next: at Tulane, Wednesday. 

2. Mississippi State (28-0) beat No. 
17 Texas A&M 76-55. Next: vs. Auburn, 
Thursday. 


College baseball 


Sunday’s scores 

EAST 

Navy 2, Georgetown 1 
Pittsburgh 2, Oakland 0 

SOUTH 

Binghamton 10, Northwestern St. 3 
Charlotte 10, Iona 3 
Chowan 13, Molloy 6 
Eckerd 21, Claflin 4 
Emory 7, N.C. Wesleyan 5 
Flagler 5, Francis Marion 3 
FAU 3, George Washington 2 
Guilford 8-1, William Peace 4-2 
James Madison 5, High Point 1 
La Salle 16, Presbyterian 7 
Louisville 15, George Mason 8 
Lynchburg 8, Averett 3 
Lyon 5-6-7, LSU-Alexandria 1-1-6, 3rd 
game, 8 innings 

Lynn 14, Columbus St. 6 
Maryville (Tenn.) 2, Hiwassee 0 
North Alabama 1, Miles 0 
N.C. A&T 3, Coppin St. 2, 11 innings 
N.C. Central 12-10, Wagner 3-4 
North Florida 7, Radford 2 
North Georgia 11, Trevecca Nazarene 
3 

Notre Dame (Ohio) 10-2, Davis & Elkins 
2-4 

St. Augustine’s 8-4, Benedict 6-3 


3. Baylor (25-1) did not play. Next: at 
No. 6 Texas, Monday. 

4. Louisville (27-2) beat North Carolina 
67-57. Next: vs. Virginia, Thursday. 

5. Notre Dame (25-2) beat Boston Col¬ 
lege 89-55. Next: vs. Virginia Tech, Thurs¬ 
day. 

6. Texas (22-4) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 3 Baylor, Monday. 

7. UCLA (21-5) did not play. Next: at No. 
9 Oregon, Monday. 

8. South Carolina (22-5) beat Kentucky 
81-63. Next: vs. LSU, Thursday. 

9. Oregon (24-4) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 7 UCLA, Monday. 

10. Maryland (22-5) lost to Minnesota 
93-74. Next: at No. 23 Michigan, Thurs¬ 
day. 

11. Tennessee (21-6) lost to No. 13 Mis¬ 
souri 77-73. Next: at Florida, Thursday. 

12. Florida State (22-4) did not play. 
Next: at No. 17 Duke, Monday. 

13. Missouri (22-5) beat No. 11 Tennes¬ 
see 77-73. Next: vs. Vanderbilt, Thursday. 

14. Stanford (19-9) did not play. Next: 
at Washington, Friday. 

15. Oregon State (21-6) beat Southern 
Cal 69-63. Next: at Arizona, Friday. 

16. Ohio State (22-6) beat Purdue 73- 
60. Next: vs. Northwestern, Wednesday. 

17. Duke (20-7) did not play. Next: vs. 
No. 12 Florida State, Monday. 

17. Texas A&M (20-8) lost to No. 2 Mis¬ 
sissippi State 76-55. Next: at Arkansas, 
Thursday. 

19. Green Bay (23-3) did not play. Next: 
at UIC, Monday. 

20. Georgia (21-5) did not play. Next: at 
Mississippi, Monday. 

21. Oklahoma State (18-8) did not play. 
Next: at Kansas, Wednesday. 

22. South Florida (22-5) beat UCF 77- 
68, OT. Next: vs. Houston, Wednesday. 

23. Michigan (20-8) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 10 Maryland, Thursday. 

24. Belmont (26-3) did not play. Next: 
at Jacksonville State, Wednesday. 

25. N.C. State (21-6) beat Wake Forest 
74-61. Next: at Pittsburgh, Thursday. 

Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Delaware 79, Coll, of Charleston 51 
Drexel 54, William & Mary 34 
Elon 65, Northeastern 46 
Hofstra 83, Towson 72 
Niagara 68, Monmouth (NJ) 65 
Notre Dame 89, Boston College 55 
Providence 69, Xavier 48 
Quinnipiac 80, Marist 74 
Rider 62, Canisius 54 
UConn 106, Temple 45 
SOUTH 

Alabama 70, Auburn 60 
Florida 88, Vanderbilt 71 
George Mason 78, St. Bonaventure 63 
James Madison 65, UNC-Wilmington 
48 

Louisville 67, North Carolina 57 
Memphis 73, Tulane 60 
Miami 77, Virginia 62 
Mississippi St. 76, Texas A&M 55 
NC State 74, Wake Forest 61 
Richmond 59, VCU 54 
South Carolina 81, Kentucky 63 
South Florida 77, UCF 68 
Virginia Tech 53, Clemson 45 
MIDWEST 
Creighton 64, Butler 55 
Dayton 79, Fordham 54 
DePaul 71, Villanova 66 
Illinois St. 70, Evansville 44 
Indiana St. 74, Bradley 70 
Iowa 88, Wisconsin 61 
Loyola of Chicago 62, S. Illinois 53 
Marquette 71, Georgetown 68 
Minnesota 93, Maryland 74 
Missouri 77, Tennessee 73 
Missouri St. 66, Valparaiso 60 
Northwestern 68, Illinois 61 
Ohio St. 73, Purdue 60 

SOUTHWEST 
LSU 62, Arkansas 57 

FAR WEST 

Arizona St. 69, Arizona 45 
Colorado 72, Washington St. 69 
New Mexico St. 64, Seattle 53 
Oregon St. 69, Southern Cal 63 
UC Davis 68, Hawaii 56 
Utah 81, Washington 46 


Saint Leo 9, West Alabama 6 
Tampa 2, Palm Beach Atlantic 1 
UALR 7, Tennessee Tech 4 
UNC Pembroke 9, Augusta 8 
Villanova 11, Norfolk St. 3 
Virginia 3, Rice 0 
W. Kentucky 3, Memphis 1 
Winston-Salem 3-7, Post (Conn.) 2-1 
MIDWEST 

Butler 6, E. Kentucky 5 
Chicago St. 12, LIU Brooklyn 3 
Culver-Stockton 6, Doane 3 
Harris-Stowe 4, Mo.-St. Louis 2 
Illinois 5, S. Dakota St. 2 
Indiana 8, South Alabama 4 
Iowa 4, Old Dominion 1 
Michigan 7, Army 3 
Purdue 10, W. Michigan 4 
Toledo 16, Saint Louis 8 
SOUTHWEST 

Abilene Christian 11, Quinnipiac 2 
Illinois St. 18, Arkansas St. 3 
Missouri St. 6, Texas Southern 5 
Oral Roberts 3, Utah 0 

FAR WEST 
Arizona 10, Bryant 1 
Gonzaga 4, New Mexico 3 
Grand Canyon 9, TCU 8,12 innings 
Miami, Ohio 11-8, Arizona St. 1-16 
Regis 23, Wayne (Colo.) 7 


Genesis Open 

At Riviera Country Club 
Los Angeles 
Purse: $7.2 million 
Yardage: 7,322; Par: 71 
Final 

B. Watson, $1,296,000 68-70-65-69-272 

Tony Finau, $633,600 66-71-68-69-274 

Kevin Na, $633,600 68-70-67-69-274 

P. Cantlay, $316,800 66-69-69-71-275 

Scott Stallings, $316,80071-68-68-68-275 
Adam Hadwin, $241,20070-74-66-66-276 
Phil Mickelson, $241,20070-71-67-68-276 

C. Smith, $241,200 72-68-65-71-276 

Martin Laird, $180,000 68-73-68-68-277 
Ryan Moore, $180,000 68-68-71-70-277 
X.Schauffele, $180,000 71-70-68-68-277 
Jordan Spieth, $180,000 71-70-69-67-277 
J. Thomas, $180,000 69-71-67-70-277 

A. Baddeley, $133,200 72-68-67-71-278 
James Hahn, $133,200 70-69-70-69-278 

D. Fathauer, $111,600 68-70-68-74-280 

D. Johnson, $111,600 74-69-64-73-280 

Sung Kang, $111,600 70-72-69-69-280 

Alex Noren, $111,600 71-69-71-69-280 

Bud Cauley, $78,000 70-72-69-70-281 

Kevin Chappell, $78,000 69-71-70-71-281 
Talor Gooch, $78,000 73-70-67-71-281 

Jason Kokrak, $78,000 68-72-69-72-281 
Rory Mcllroy, $78,000 71-69-73-68-281 

Vaughn Taylor, $78,000 72-70-68-71-281 
R.Cabrera Bello, $46,99672-67-73-70-282 
John Huh, $46,996 70-72-70-70-282 

Luke List, $46,996 72-71-69-70-282 

Peter Uihlein, $46,996 70-73-69-70-282 

D. Bozzelli, $46,996 67-75-69-71-282 

Matt Kuchar, $46,996 73-71-69-69-282 

Anirban Lahiri, $46,996 72-69-67-74-282 

J. Lovemark, $46,996 68-70-73-71-282 

G. McDowell, $46,996 69-66-70-77-282 

Patrick Rodgers, $46,99670-71-72-69-282 
Sam Saunders, $46,996 67-69-72-74-282 
Luke Donald, $33,120 71-72-72-68-283 

T. Fleetwood, $33,120 70-71-73-69-283 

Branden Grace, $33,120 70-72-69-72-283 
C. Howell III, $33,120 74-70-69-70-283 

Jonas Blixt, $24,516 71-71-68-74-284 

B. DeChambeau, $24,51671-69-72-72-284 

B. Harkins, $24,516 71-70-74-69-284 

C. Hoffman, $24,516 75-69-69-71-284 

Troy Merritt, $24,516 68-71-72-73-284 

Pat Perez, $24,516 72-70-69-73-284 

K. Streelman, $24,516 72-70-69-73-284 

Nick Taylor, $24,516 71-71-74-68-284 

Chad Campbell, $17,96473-71-73-68-285 
Paul Casey, $17,964 73-71-71-70-285 

Austin Cook, $17,964 74-66-73-72-285 

Brendan Steele, $17,96472-71-71-71-285 
Tom Hoge, $16,437 67-73-71-75-286 

Retief Goosen, $16,437 68-71-75-72-286 
Martin Kaymer, $16,437 73-67-75-71-286 
HaoTong Li, $16,437 71-71-69-75-286 

Adam Schenk, $16,437 76-67-72-71-286 
Adam Scott, $16,437 72-72-71-71-286 

Ben Silverman, $16,437 72-71-70-73-286 


Chubb Classic 

CHAMPIONS TOUR 
Sunday 

At TwinEagles Golf Club 

Naples, Fla. 

Purse: $1.6 million 
Yardage: 7,193; Par: 72 
Final 

Joe Durant, $240,000 67-63-67- 

Lee Janzen, $98,560 66-67-68- 

Billy Mayfair, $98,560 68-69-64- 

Tim Petrovic, $98,560 71-66-64- 

Steve Strieker, $98,560 68-63-70- 

David Toms, $98,560 68-68-65- 

Scott McCarron, $57,600 66-68-68- 

John Daly, $51,200 68-68-67- 

M.Angel Jimenez, $44,800 64-68-72- 

Tom Lehman, $38,400 69-67-69- 

Rocco Mediate, $38,400 68-68-69- 

Kevin Sutherland, $38,400 66-68-71- 

Kent Jones, $31,200 68-67-71- 

Jeff Maggert, $31,200 73-65-68- 

Stephen Ames, $25,632 70-67-70- 

Gary Hallberg, $25,632 65-70-72- 

C. Montgomerie, $25,632 73-64-70- 

Jesper Parnevik, $25,632 66-71-70- 

Gene Sauers, $25,632 71-68-68- 

Glen Day, $18,784 66-74-68- 

Steve Flesch, $18,784 69-71-68- 

Wes Short, Jr., $18,784 68-69-71- 

Tommy Tolies, $18,784 69-71-68- 

Scott Verplank, $18,784 69-69-70- 

Michael Allen, $13,943 73-69-67- 

Billy Andrade, $13,943 72-68-69- 

Bart Bryant, $13,943 71-69-69- 

J. Maria Olazabal, $13,943 70-68-71- 

Scott Parel, $13,943 68-73-68- 

Brandt Jobe, $13,943 70-67-72- 

Kirk Triplett, $13,943 71-65-73- 

Tommy Armour III, $10,80070-68-72- 
Scott Dunlap, $10,800 71-74-65- 

Barry Lane, $10,800 75-68-67- 

Tom Pernice Jr., $10,800 67-72-71- 

Oman Open 

PGA EUROPE 
Sunday 

At Al Mouj Golf 

Muscat, Oman 
Purse: $1.75 million 
Yardage: 7,365; Par: 72 
Final 

J. Luiten, Netherlands 72-66-61 

Chris Wood, England 70-66-69- 

J. Guerrier, France 69-69-66- 

Jorge Campillo, Spain 73-70-66- 

S. Han, United States 70-69-70- 

Alexander Levy, France 71-69-67- 

Robert Rock, England 69-71-69- 

F. Zanotti, Paraguay 68-71-70- 

S. Gallacher, Scotland 74-67-1 

B. Hebert, France 72-70-1 

M. Southgate, England 65-70-69- 

A. Bjork, Sweden 72-68-70- 

Nico Geyger, Chile 72-72-67- 

A. Johnston, England 71-68-69- 

Adrian Otaegui, Spain 69-71-66- 


8—272 

1-274 

-71-275 

1-277 

8—277 

-70-277 

'3-278 

1-278 

-70-279 

'3-279 

-75-279 

-70-280 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BOSTON RED SOX - Designated RHP 
Ben Taylor for assignment. Agreed to 
terms with INF Eduardo Nunez on a one- 
year contract. 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Assigned RHP 
Dylan Covey outright to Charlotte (IL). 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Placed RHP Mi¬ 
chael Pineda on the 60-day DL. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Traded RHP Jake 
Odorizzi to Minnesota for SS Jermaine 
Palacios. 

National League 

LOS ANGELES DODGERS - Agreed to 
terms with 2B Chase Utley on a two-year 
contract. 

MIAMI MARLINS - Assigned RHP Sev- 
erino Gonzalez outright to New Orleans 
(PCL). Agreed to terms with IB Eric 
Campbell on a minor league contract. 

NEW YORK METS - Placed 3B T.J. Ri¬ 
vera on the 60-day DL. Ageed to terms 
with LHP Jason Vargas on a two-year 
contract. 

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES - Agreed to 
terms with LHP Fernando Abad on a mi¬ 
nor league contract. 

BASKETBALL 
NBA G League 

AGUA CALIENTE CLIPPERS - Acquired 
G Tim Quarterman from the available 
player pool. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NEW YORK RANGERS - Returned G 
Brandon Halverson to Hartford (AHL). 


New York Open 


Uniondale, N.Y. 

Purse: $668,460 (WT250) 
Surface: Hard-Indoor 

Championship 

Kevin Anderson (1), South Africa, def. 
Sam Querrey (2), United States, 4-6, 6-3, 
7-6 (1) 

Doubles 

Championship 

Max Mirnyi, Belarus, and Philipp Os¬ 
wald (2), Austria, def. Wesley Koolhof, 
Netherlands, and Artem Sitak, New Zea¬ 
land, 6-4, 4-6, 10-6. 


Qatar Open 


■197 -19 
■201 -15 
■201 -15 
■201 -15 
■201 -15 
■201 -15 
202 -14 
■203 -13 
■204 -12 
■205 -11 
■205 -11 
■205 -11 
■206 -10 
■206 -10 
■207 -9 
■207 -9 
207 -9 


Sunday 

At The Khalifa Tennis Complex 
Doha, Qatar 

Purse: $3.17 million (Premier) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

Singles 

Championship 

Petra Kvitova (16), Czech Republic, 
def. Garbine Muguruza (4), Spain, 3-6, 
6-3, 6-4. 

Doubles 

Championship 

Gabriela Dabrowski, Canada, and 
Jelena Ostapenko, Latvia, def. Andreja 
Klepac, Slovenia, and Maria Jose Marti¬ 
nez Sanchez (8), Spain, 6-3, 6-3. 

Argentina Open 

Sunday 

At Buenos Aires Lawn Tennis Club 
Buenos Aires, Argentina 
Purse: $568,190 (WT250) 
Surface: Clay-f' - 1J — 


ce: Clay-Outdi 
Singles 


Dominic Thiem (1), Austria, def. Aljaz 
Bedene, Slovenia, 6-2, 6-4. 

Doubles 

Championship 

Andres Molteni and Horacio Zeballos 
(4), Argentina, def. Juan Sebastian Cabal 
and Robert Farah (1), Colombia, 6-3, 5-7, 


AP sportlight 


Feb. 20 

1951 — In the wake of the college 
point-shaving scandal. Long Island Uni¬ 
versity drops basketball and all other 
intercollegiate sports. LIU revives bas¬ 
ketball in 1957. 

1974 — Gordie Howe, the NHL’s career 
scoring leader, comes out of retirement 
and signs a $1 million, four-year contract 
to play with the Houston Aeros of the 
WHA and his two sons, Mark and Marty. 

1976 — Muhammad AM beats Jean- 
Pierre Coopman with a fifth-round 
knockout at the Roberto Clemente Coli¬ 
seum in Puerto Rico to defend his world 
heavyweight title. 

1988 — In Calgary, Alberta, Brian Boi- 
tano of the United States wins the men’s 
Olympic figure skating gold medal on a 
technical merit tiebreaker and nearly 
flawless free skating performance. 

1993 — Julio Cesar Chavez records a 
fifth-round TKO over Greg Haugen in a 
WBC super lightweight title bout before 
a record crowd of 130,000 at Mexico 
City’s Aztec Stadium. 

1998 — Tara Lipinski, 15, becomes the 
youngest Olympic figure skating cham¬ 
pion in history, jumping over fellow teen 
and U.S. teammate Michelle Kwan to 
take the gold. Lipinski was two months 
younger than Sonja Henie was in her 
1928 victory. 
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HIGH SCHOOL: DQDEA EUROPE 

BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS PREVIEWS 


Naples aims for first title 

Top seed Wildcats looking to cap perfect season; BFA seeks repeat 



Photos by Michael B. KELLER/Stars and Stripes 

Ramstein’s Shemilia Johnson, right, dribbles past Stuttgart’s Claire 
Troiano at Ramstein Air Base, Germany, on Jan. 12. 


Reigns 
at risk 
for boys 

By Gregory Broome 

Stars and Stripes 

The DODEA Europe boys bas¬ 
ketball title reigns of Ramstein, 
Black Forest Academy and Sigo- 
nella are at risk this week as the 
four-day European basketball 
championships play out at sites 
around Wiesbaden, Germany. The 
tournament opens Wednesday and 
concludes with a slate of divisional 
championship games Saturday at 
Clay Kaserne Fitness Center. 

Division I: The Royals didn’t 
play like the team to beat early 
this winter. But that certainly 
changed as the reigning cham¬ 
pions rounded into form at the 
expense of the Kaiserslautern 
Raiders and Wiesbaden Warriors, 
the same two teams Ramstein has 
beaten over the last three cham¬ 
pionship games. 

An 0-2 start to the season, fea¬ 
turing lopsided double-digit losses 
to Kaiserslautern and Wiesbaden, 
left the Royals looking exceed¬ 
ingly vulnerable. But Ramstein 
hasn’t lost since, avenged both of 
those losses and now returns to 
the postseason riding not just the 
momentum of three straight titles 
but 10 straight divisional wins. 

The Royals have ended the 
Raiders’ playoff runs in each of 
the last three seasons. That streak 
includes a 47-32 win in the 2015 
title game, a 54-46 win in the 2016 
title game and a 41-30 victory in 
last year’s semifinal round. 

Kaiserslautern lashed back 
at its nemesis in December, but 
a loss to Wiesbaden days later 
ended the team’s momentum, and 
a narrow 69-65 loss to Ramstein 
on Jan. 30 put the Raiders back 
in the familiar position of chasing 
their crosstown rivals. 

The Warriors nearly ended the 
Royals’ title reign last year in a 
48-46 decision. And the Warriors 
stayed atop Division I for most of 
this winter, protecting an unde¬ 
feated overall record all the way 
through to a surprise Jan. 27 loss to 
Stuttgart. But Wiesbaden, too, fell 
victim to Ramstein’s surge, taking 
a 61-52 loss Feb. 9 that pulled the 
Royals back into first place. 

Ramstein, Wiesbaden and 
Kaiserslautern are the clear 
elite teams of the division, not¬ 
withstanding Stuttgart’s defeat 
of Wiesbaden and Lakenheath’s 
doubleheader split with the Raid¬ 
ers. Those two teams, along with 
Vilseck, will look to break out of 
the division’s middle class and 
into Friday’s elimination round. 
Struggling Vicenza, Naples and 
SHAPE round out the nine-team 
Division I field. 

Division II: One of DODEA 
Europe’s most compelling rival¬ 
ries has played out in this divi¬ 
sion over the last two years, and 
a third entry in the series is a 
strong possibility this week. 



Vilseck’s Terron Sizemore, right, 
blocks a shot by Kaiserslautern’s 
Eril Santiago on Dec. 1 


The Rota Admirals cruised to 
the 2015-16 title with a 71-43 rout 
of the Black Forest Academy Fal¬ 
cons in the divisional title game. 
The Falcons’ time came a year 
later as BFA’s experienced group 
outlasted Rota 46-32 for the title. 

Should they meet again Satur¬ 
day, BFA appears to hold an edge. 
The Falcons beat Rota by scores 
of 52-49 and 46-27 in the teams’ 
January regular-season games. 

Before advancing to a rematch, 
however, the two recent champi¬ 
ons will have to navigate a field 
fraught with danger. 

Spangdahlem joins 2-0 BFA 
as the bracket’s only team with 
an undefeated divisional record. 
The Sentinels were particularly 
impressive in an early February 
swing through Italy, where they 
dispatched Division II hopefuls 
American Overseas School of 
Rome, Aviano and Marymount. 

Bahrain, which will again enter 
the tournament without a DODEA 
Europe body of regular-season 
work, must nevertheless be con¬ 
sidered a threat considering last 
year’s strong semifinal run. 

Division III: A prospective 
matchup of last year’s champion, 
the Sigonella Jaguars, and this 
year’s undefeated powerhouse, 
the Baumholder Bucs, has the po¬ 
tential to transcend the division’s 
small-school status and steal the 
show Saturday. 

While they’ll enter the tourna¬ 
ment as strong favorites to ad¬ 
vance to the finals, Sigonella and 
Baumholder have had very dif¬ 
ferent winters. 

The Jaguars have played just 
three divisional games this season, 
including a loss to the perennially 
solid Brussels. They’ve spent the 
bulk of their schedule intertwined 
with higher-division opponents, 
and bear the scars and middling 
overall record to prove it. 

Baumholder, meanwhile, rat¬ 
tled off 10 divisional wins in as 
many games, methodically land¬ 
ing blows to all of their possible 
championship rivals—Alconbury, 
Ansbach, Brussels and Hohenfels 
— as the winter proceeded. All, 
that is, except for Sigonella. 

broome.gregory@stripes.com 
Twitter: @broomestripes 


By Gregory Broome 

Stars and Stripes 

The Naples’ Wildcats bid for 
their first Division I girls basket¬ 
ball championship headlines this 
week’s DODEA Europe tourna¬ 
ment, which starts Wednesday 
at sites around Wiesbaden, Ger¬ 
many, and concludes with a set of 
championship games Saturday at 
Clay Kaserne Fitness Center. 

Division I: While much of Na¬ 
ples’ perfect 14-0 regular season 
was achieved at the expense of 
smaller regional opponents, the 
Wildcats have done plenty to proj¬ 
ect their power over the whole 
of DODEA Europe. That effort 
started in the season’s first week¬ 
end with a long trip to the United 
Kingdom and a convincing sweep 
of Lakenheath, and reached its 
zenith a week later with a 39- 
35 defeat of reigning Division I 
champion Stuttgart. Wins over 
Vilseck and Vicenza rounded out 
Naples’ 6-0 divisional record and 
earned the Wildcats the tourna¬ 
ment’s top seed. 

If it weren’t for Naples hover¬ 
ing over the division, this year’s 
large-school girls race would rank 
among the most evenly matched 
in recent memory. 

The defending champion 
Panthers, returning runner-up 
Ramstein Royals and perenni¬ 
ally strong Kaiserslautern Raid¬ 
ers form a very solid second tier 
of contenders with the potential 
to derail the Wildcats’ apparent 
championship destiny. 

Stuttgart, a year after dominat¬ 
ing the division in an undefeated 
2016-17 season, has faced a tough¬ 
er path this winter, including loss¬ 
es to Naples and Ramstein. But 
the Panthers evened the score 
with the rival Royals and retain 
enough of last year’s champion¬ 
ship moxie to mount a worthy 
title defense. 

Ramstein brings a respectable 
8-4 divisional record into the 
tournament, but has proven prone 
to lapses in losses to Lakenheath, 
Vilseck and Kaiserslautern. 

The Raiders, meanwhile, have 
surged back to Division I promi¬ 
nence after a shaky start and 
proved they belong among the 
bracket’s legitimate contenders. 
Kaiserslautern beat Ramstein 36- 
31 on Jan. 30 and dropped a pair 
of tough February games to Stutt¬ 
gart by a combined five points. 

Vilseck ranks as the wild card 
in the division, capable of knock¬ 
ing off the elite but struggling to 
sustain momentum. Lakenheath 
is in a similar position, swapping 
signature wins with deflating 
losses. 

That abundance of solid teams 
doesn’t leave much room for 
new entries in the title conver¬ 
sation, but Wiesbaden, Vicenza 
and SHAPE will do their best to 
squeeze in. 


Division II: The Black Forest 
Academy Falcons have unequivo¬ 
cally been the class of Division 
II girls hoops in recent years. 
They’ve won the last two Euro¬ 
pean championships and three of 
the last four and have appeared 
in every divisional championship 
game since 2014. 

This year’s version of the Fal¬ 
cons have typified the depth and 
versatility that have made that 
run possible. BFA brings a 2-0 di¬ 
visional mark and its usual record 
of success against upper-division 
opponents into the tournament. 

While BFA is firmly ensconced 
atop the division, there is perhaps 
a vacancy in the role of its foil. 
Spangdahlem, a consistent antag¬ 
onist to the Falcons and winner of 
the 2015 crown under its former 
identity as Bitburg, has dipped 
deep down the divisional stand¬ 
ings this season, leaving space 
for a new team to take its shot at 
BFA. 

AFNORTH auditioned well for 
the role this winter, winning all 
four of its Division II games and 
reaching double digits in the over¬ 
all win column. The Lions should 
be hungry for a tournament run, 
having seen only Division III op¬ 
ponents since a successful swing 
through Italy on Jan. 19-20. 

Rota, Marymount and Ameri¬ 
can Overseas School of Rome 


bring respectable records into 
the bracket, while Spangdahlem 
and Aviano have some ground to 
make up in the postseason. Un¬ 
predictable Bahrain will return 
to the bracket after a third-place 
finish in 2017 and another season 
without a DODEA Europe regu¬ 
lar-season game. 

Division III: The Sigonella Jag¬ 
uars snapped a streak of three 
straight championship-game 
losses — with all three coming in 
heartbreaking, overtime fashion 
— when they beat Baumholder 
14-11 for last year’s small-school 
title. Now they’d like to further 
their new, more pleasant streak 
with a second straight champion¬ 
ship, and have spent the bulk of 
their winter schedule tuning up 
for the task by facing much larger 
opponents and winning way more 
often than not. 

The Hohenfels Tigers and 
Brussels Brigands rank as the 
Jaguars’ primary threats in the 
six-team bracket. The Tigers sur¬ 
vived their divisional schedule 
undefeated until a loss to Ansbach 
on the final day of the regular sea¬ 
son, while 6-2 Brussels matched 
Hohenfels’ win total and flashed 
its big-game capabilities with an 
overtime defeat of AFNORTH to 
end the regular season. 

broome.gregory@stripes.com 
Twitter: @broomestripes 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/NHL 


Top 25 roundup 

Shockers halt 
Bearcats' streak 


Associated Press 

HIGHLAND HEIGHTS, Ky. 
— Dave Stallworth was running 
the show the last time Wichita 
State beat a Top 5 team on the 
road. Landry Shamut took the 
lead as the Shockers did it again 
54 years later. 

This one, too, will be a reference 
point, given all that was at stake. 

Shamut scored 19 points, and 
No. 19 Wichita State ended the 
nation’s longest home-court win¬ 
ning streak, beating No. 5 Cincin¬ 
nati 76-72 on Sunday to leave the 
American Athletic Conference 
race wide open. 

The Shockers (21-5,11-3) beat a 
Top 5 team on the road for the first 
time since 1964. They led most of 
the way, building an 11-point lead 
midway through the second half 
and holding on. Shaquille Morris’ 
dunk with 5 seconds left finished 
it off. 

The Shockers ran onto the floor 
for congratulatory chest bumps. 
Coach Gregg Marshall got a cel¬ 
ebratory dunking in the locker 
room, leaving his light-colored 
shirt clinging to him. 

“It’s tremendous,” Marshall 
said. “Look at my shirt. College 
basketball has such tremendous 
parity. The games are decided by 
great players making great plays. 
Landry is a tremendous player.” 

The Bearcats (23-4, 12-2) had 
won their last 39 home games. In 
their first real home challenge of 
the season, they wound up play¬ 
ing catch-up and coming up short. 
Cincinnati hasn’t beaten a ranked 
team all season, falling to 0-3 with 
losses to Xavier and Florida. 

Cincinnati and Wichita State 
were expected to contend for the 
title in the Shockers’ first sea¬ 
son in the AAC. Wichita State 
gave itself a chance with a solid 


all-around game led by its point 
guard. Shamut had 16 points in 
the first half, when the Shockers 
shredded the nation’s second- 
ranked defense to take control. 

Cincinnati coach Mick Cro¬ 
nin was bothered by his team’s 
“gross, mind-boggling defensive 
breakdowns,” including allowing 
the Shockers to get open for those 
two late layups. Wichita State shot 
53 percent from the field, getting 
open three-pointers in the first 
half and layups in the second half. 

“We’re just not in a good place 
right now,” Cronin said. “I hadn’t 
slept much. We’re not in a good 
place for a lot of reasons.” 

No. 6 Purdue 76, Penn State 
73: Carsen Edwards scored 27 
points to lead host Purduee. 

Dakota Mathias added 18 points 
and Isaac Haas had 12 points and 
six rebounds for the Boilermakers 
(24-5,13-3 Big Ten), who snapped 
a season-worst three-game skid. 

No. 22 Michigan 74, No. 8 
Ohio State 62: Jordan Poole 
scored 12 of his 15 points in the 
first half to help host Michigan 
take the lead, and it never trailed 
in the second half. 

The Wolverines (22-7, 11-5 Big 
Ten) beat a rival and helped out 
another rival, giving No. 2 Michi¬ 
gan State a one-game lead atop 
the conference standings with 
two games left in the regular 
season. 

No. 12 Duke 66, No. 11 
Clemson 57: Gary Trent Jr. hit 
three foul shots with 1:31 left to 
put Duke ahead for good and the 
Blue Devils beat host Clemson. 

Duke (22-5,10-4 Atlantic Coast 
Conference) won its third straight 
game without Bagley, its leading 
scorer and rebounder who’s side¬ 
lined because of a strained right 
knee. 



Gary Landers/AP 


Wichita State forward Rashard Kelly (0) blocks a shot by Cincinnati 
guard Jacob Evans on Sunday in Highland Heights, Ky. 


NHL scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Penguins 5, Blue Jackets 2 


Tampa Bay 

Boston 

Toronto 

Florida 

Detroit 

Ottawa 

Montreal 

Buffalo 


Atlantic Division 

GP W L 0T Pts 

59 39 17 3 81 

56 35 13 


GF GA 
211 159 
186 139 
61 36 20 5 77 204 172 

~ 166 185 

155 174 

156 199 
149 185 


58 24 25 9 57 1 
57 21 27 9 51 1 


51 1 


58 22 29 

59 17 31 

Metropolitan Division 

Pittsburgh 61 35 22 ' " 

Washington 58 33 18 

New Jersey 59 31 20 

Philadelphia 59 30 19 10 70 

N.Y. Islanders 60 29 25 ‘ “ 

Carolina 60 27 23 

Columbus 59 29 25 

N.Y. Rangers 60 27 28 


7 73 

8 70 


6 64 


59 


L 195 

195 180 
182 174 
180 181 
178 172 
200 214 
162 180 
157 169 
173 191 


Western Conference 


Pittsburgh 3 1 1-5 

Columbus 1 0 1-2 

First Period —1, Pittsburgh, Sheahan 7 
(Oleksiak, Guentzel), 1:41. 2, Pittsburgh, 
Dumoulin 4 (Malkin, Rust), 6:57. 3, Co¬ 
lumbus, Panarin 16 (Atkinson, Dubois), 
9:53. 4, Pittsburgh, Sheahan 8 (Guentzel, 
Oleksiak), 11:29. 

Second Period— 5, Pittsburgh, Aston- 
Reese 4 (Letang, Hunwick), 9:29. 

Third Period— 6 , Columbus, Wennberg 
6 (Jenner), 2:21. 7, Pittsburgh, Guentzel 
19 (Maatta), 14:09. 

Shots on Goal— Pittsburgh 7-5-11-23. 
Columbus 10-13-14-37. 

Power-play opportunities— Pittsburgh 
0 of 0; Columbus 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Pittsburgh, Jarry 10-4-2 (37 
shots-35 saves). Columbus, Bobrovsky 
24-19-5 (23-18). 

A— 19,100 (18,500). T— 2:22. 


Winnipeg 

Nashville 

Dallas 

St. Louis 

Minnesota 

Colorado 

Chicago 


59 34 21 

60 34 22 


Central Division 

GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

59 35 15 9 79 196 157 

77 177 150 
72 179 157 
72 171 153 
69 172 166 
66 179 173 
58 169 170 

82 202 158 
72 175 161 
11 69 167 170 

8 68 168 173 

5 67 167 145 

4 52 162 191 

6 52 157 189 
143 197 


58 31 20 

58 31 23 

59 25 26 
Pacific Division 

Vegas 58 39 15 

San Jose 59 32 19 

Anaheim 60 29 20 

Calgary 59 30 21 

LOS Angeles 58 31 22 

Edmonton 58 24 30 

Vancouver 59 23 30 

Arizona 59 17 32 

NOTE: Two points for a win, 
for overtime loss. Top three teams ii 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Saturday’s games 
Los Angeles 4, Buffalo 2 
Anaheim 3, Minnesota 2, SO 
Ottawa 6, N.Y. Rangers 3 
Arizona 1, Edmonton 0 
New Jersey 4, Tampa Bay 3 
Vegas 6, Montreal 3 
Pittsburgh 5, Toronto 3 
Detroit 3, Nashville 1 
Chicago 7, Washington 1 
Vancouver 6, Boston 1 
Florida 6, Calgary 3 

Sunday's games 
Philadelphia 7, N.Y. Rangers 4 
Edmonton 4, Colorado 2 
New Jersey 3, Carolina 2, OT 
Pittsburgh 5, Columbus 2 
Toronto 3, Detroit 2 
Winnipeg 7, Florida 2 
San Jose 5, Dallas 2 

Monday's games 
Minnesota at N.Y. Islanders 
Washington at Buffalo 
Boston at Calgary 
Ottawa at Nashville 
Los Angeles at Chicago 
Anaheim at Vegas 

Tuesday's games 
Montreal at Philadelphia 
Tampa Bay at Washington 
Columbus at New Jersey 
Florida at Toronto 
Nashville at Detroit 
San Jose at St. Louis 
Los Angeles at Winnipeg 
Boston at Edmonton 
Colorado at Vancouver 

Wednesday’s games 
Ottawa at Chicago 
Dallas at Anaheim 
Calgary at Vegas 


Sunday 

Maple Leafs 3, Red Wings 2 

Toronto 0 2 1-3 

Detroit 0 1 1-2 

Second Period —1, Detroit, Mantha 20 
(Tatar, Nyquist), 5:51 (pp). 2, Toronto, van 
Riemsdyk 24 (Gardiner, Bozak), 7:02. 3, 
Toronto, Marner 14 (Kadri), 7:20. 

Third Period— 4, Detroit, Zetterberg 
8 (Helm, Nyquist), 9:17. 5, Toronto, Mat¬ 
thews 27 (Nylander, Hyman), 19:29. 

Shots on Goal— Toronto 15-12-7-34. 
Detroit 12-8-9-29. 

Power-play opportunities— Toronto 0 
of 2; Detroit 1 of 1. 

Goalies— Toronto, McElhinney 7-4-0 
(29 shots-27 saves). Detroit, Mrazek 8-7- 
3 (34-31). 

A-19,515 (20,000). T-2:34. 


Oilers 4, Avalanche 2 

Edmonton 0 1 3-4 

Colorado 1 1 0-2 

First Period —1, Colorado, Jost 6, 4:04. 
Second Period— 2, Edmonton, McDavid 

24 (Benning, Maroon), 11:57. 3, Colorado, 
Kerfoot 15 (Wilson, Lindholm), 13:07. 

Third Period— 4, Edmonton, McDavid 

25 (Draisaitl, Russell), 8:59. 5, Edmonton, 
Strome 8 (Larsson, Cammalleri), 13:18. 6, 
Edmonton, McDavid 26 (Draisaitl, Kief- 
bom), 18:34. 

Shots on Goal— Edmonton 17-8-15-40. 
Colorado 9-11-6—26. 

Power-play opportunities— Edmonton 
0 of 1; Colorado 0 of 3. 

Goalies— Edmonton, Talbot 20-22-2 (26 
shots-24 saves). Colorado, Varlamov 14- 
12-2 (39-36). 

A-18,076 (18,007). T-2:25. 
Flyers-Rangers Sums 


Devils 3, Hurricanes 2 (OT) 

New Jersey 110 1-3 

Carolina 0 11 0-2 

First Period— 1, New Jersey, Hischier 

13 (Vatanen, Kinkaid), 10:56 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Carolina, Teravain- 

en 14 (van Riemsdyk, Rask), 6:05. 3, New 
Jersey, Zacha 6 (Moore), 15:33. 

Third Period— 4, Carolina, Skinner 20 
(Slavin, Pesce), 18:42. 

Overtime— 5, New Jersey, Hall 24 
(Palmieri, Vatanen), 4:37. 

Shots on Goal— New Jersey 9-6-3-3— 
21. Carolina 13-15-13-1-42. 

Power-play opportunities— New Jer¬ 
sey 1 of 3; Carolina 0 of 3. 

Goalies— New Jersey, Kinkaid 13-7-2 
(42 shots-40 saves). Carolina, Ward 17-8- 
4 (21-18). 

A-18,680 (18,680). T-2:30. 

Flyers 7, Rangers 4 

Philadelphia 3 2 2-7 

N.Y. Rangers 3 1 0-4 

First Period —1, N.Y. Rangers, Hayes 

14 (Sproul), 1:30. 2, Philadelphia, Mac¬ 
Donald 4 (Lehtera, Filppula), 4:53. 3, N.Y. 
Rangers, Nash 18 (Buchnevich, Skjei), 
10:54.4, Philadelphia, Laughton 10 (Prov- 
orov), 12:11. 5, Philadelphia, Manning 5 
(Giroux, Konecny), 14:53. 6, N.Y. Rangers, 
Zuccarello 10 (Holland), 17:21. 

Second Period— 7, Philadelphia, Pat¬ 
rick 6 (Simmonds, Manning), 2:01. 8, N.Y. 
Rangers, Holland 1 (McLeod, Holden), 
5:47.9, Philadelphia, Konecny 15 (Giroux, 
Couturier), 15:40. 

Third Period— 10, Philadelphia, Gir¬ 
oux 20 (Konecny), 9:23. 11, Philadelphia, 
Lehtera 1 (Weise, Filppula), 12:46. 

Shots on Goal— Philadelphia 11-9-17— 
37. N.Y. Rangers 14-14-12-40. 

Power-play opportunities— Philadel¬ 
phia 0 of 1; N.Y. Rangers 0 of 0. 

Goalies— Philadelphia, Neuvirth 8-7-3 
(14 shots-11 saves), Lyon 1-1-0 (26-25). 
N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 23-21-4 (37-30). 
A—18,006 (18,006). T-2:32. 

Jets 7, Panthers 2 

Florida 1 1 0-2 

Winnipeg 1 2 4-7 

First Period— 1, Florida, Malgin 10 
(Bjugstad, Matheson), 8:57 (pp). 2, Win¬ 
nipeg, Connor 20 (Wheeler, Laine), 12:06 
(PP). 

Second Period— 3, Winnipeg, Ehlers 
23 (Myers, Morrissey), 4:39. 4, Florida, 
Barkov 20 (Yandle, Dadonov), 7:34 (pp). 
5, Winnipeg, Scheifele 18 (Byfuglien, 
Wheeler), 18:29. 

Third Period— 6 , Winnipeg, Connor 21 
(Wheeler, Myers), 3:38.7, Winnipeg, Little 
13 (Perreault, Myers), 6:03. 8, Winnipeg, 
Perreault 16 (Roslovic), 15:27. 9, Winni¬ 
peg, Laine 27 (Perreault, Little), 18:25. 

Shots on Goal— Florida 12-8-7-27. 
Winnipeg 12-15-7-34. 

Power-play opportunities— Florida 2 
of 4; Winnipeg 1 of 2. 

Goalies— Florida, Reimer 15-13-5 (34 
shots-27 saves). Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 
31-8-8 (27-25). 

A—15,321 (15,294). T-2:40. 


Sharks 5, Stars 2 

Dallas 0 0 2-2 

San Jose 4 1 0-5 

First Period— 1, San Jose, Pavelski 15 
(Meier, Vlasic), 0:27. 2, San Jose, Karls- 
son 8 (Meier, Pavelski), 5:59. 3, San Jose, 
Boedker 10 (Hansen, Braun), 15:08.4, San 
Jose, Boedker 11 (Vlasic, Tierney), 17:23. 

Second Period— 5, San Jose, Braun 2 
(Karlsson, Pavelski), 5:00. 

Third Period— 6, Dallas, Smith 5 
(Ritchie, Johns), 5:35. 7, Dallas, Pitlick 11 
(Klingberg, Roussel), 8:57. 

Shots on Goal— Dallas 11-5-12—28. San 
Jose 6-14-8-28. 

Power-play opportunities— Dallas 0 of 
0; San Jose 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Dallas, Bishop 24-16-3 (5 
shots-1 saves), Lehtonen 10-5-1 (23-22). 
San Jose, Jones 18-15-5 (28-26). 

A-17,562 (17,562). T-2:19. 


NHL calendar 

Feb. 26 — Trade deadline. 

March 3 — Stadium Series: Toronto at 
Washington, at U.S. Naval Academy, An¬ 
napolis, Md. 

April 7 — Last day regular season. 
April 11 — Playoffs begin. 

June 22-23 - NHL Draft, Dallas. 



David Zalubowski/AP 


Oilers center Connor McDavid 
is congratulated after scoring a 
goal in the third period Sunday 
against the Avalanche. 

NHL roundup 

McDavid 
gets hat 
trick, win 

Associated Press 

DENVER — Connor McDa¬ 
vid had his third hat trick of the 
season and the Edmonton Oilers 
beat the Colorado Avalanche 4-2 
on Sunday to snap a six-game los¬ 
ing streak. 

McDavid has 11 goals in the last 
nine games and two hat tricks. His 
first two goals tied it, and the third 
was into an empty net with 1:26 
left. He has five goals in two games 
against Colorado this season. 

Ryan Strome also scored, 
and Cam Talbot had 24 saves to 
help the Oilers snap Colorado’s 
10-game home winning streak. 
Tyson Jost and Alexander Ker¬ 
foot scored for the Avalanche. 

Penguins 5, Blue Jackets 2: 
Riley Sheahan scored two goals 
in the first period and rookie 
Tristan Jarry made 35 saves in 
visiting Pittsburgh’s victory. 

Maple Leafs 3, Red Wings 2: 
Auston Matthews scored with 
30.2 seconds left to push Toronto 
past host Detroit. 

Matthews took William Nyl- 
ander’s pass and snapped a high 
shot into the roof of the net from 
a sharp angle for his 27th goal 
of the season, but just his fourth 
winner. 

Flyers 7, Rangers 4: Travis 
Konecny broke a tie late in the 
second period and Alex Lyon 
made 25 saves in relief to help 
Philadelphia beat host New York. 

Sharks 5, Stars 2: Mikkel 
Boedker scored twice in San Jo¬ 
se’s four-goal first period and the 
host Sharks beat Dallas for their 
fourth victory in five games. 

Devils 3, Hurricanes 2 (OT): 
Taylor Hall scored on a rebound 
with 22 seconds left in overtime 
to lift New Jersey past host Caro¬ 
lina and extend his NHL-best 
points streak to 11 games. 

Jets 7 , Panthers 2: Kyle Con¬ 
nor scored twice, Blake Wheeler 
and Tyler Myers each had three 
assists and host Winnipeg beat 
Florida to take the Central Divi¬ 
sion lead. 
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SPORTS BRIEFS/WINTER OLYMPICS 



Former NFL quarterback Tim Tebow arrived at Mets spring training 
camp on Sunday, prompting New York general manager Sandy 
Alderson to reiterate his belief that Tebow will indeed one day make 
it all the way to Citi Field. 

Briefly 

Mets GM: Tebow 
will play in majors 


Russian curler charged with doping 



Aaron Favila/AP 


Russian athlete Alexander Krushelnitsky smiles after winning the 
bronze medal in mixed doubles curling last week. Russian curlers 
say a coach on their team told them that Krushelnitsky tested 
positive for a banned substance at the Pyeongchang Olympics. 


Associated Press 

PORT ST. LUCIE, Fla. — Tim 
Tebow arrived at the New York 
Mets spring training camp on 
Sunday, and the attention im¬ 
mediately turned to whether the 
quarterback who became an out¬ 
fielder could make it all the way 
to Citi Field in the future. 

Guess what? Mets general man¬ 
ager Sandy Alderson votes yes. 

“Somebody asked me if thought 
he’d be a major league player at 
some point. I think he will play 
in the major leagues. That’s my 
guess,” Alderson said. 

“This experiment is not going 
to last forever, but he’s made 
meaningful progress. We thought 
he would best benefit from being 
in major league camp — that that 
would accelerate his develop¬ 
ment,” Alderson said. 

Tebow earned a midseason pro¬ 
motion from Low-A Columbia to 
High-A St. Lucie in late June de¬ 
spite hitting just .220 in 64 games 
in the South Atlantic League. 

With St. Lucie, he started out 
strong. He was hitting .303 in his 
first 30 games with the St. Lucie 
Mets before slumping and ending 
his Florida State League cam¬ 
paign with a .231 average, five 
homers and 29 RBIs in 62 games. 

Watson wins at Riviera, 
ends 2-year drought 

LOS ANGELES — Bubba 
Watson ended two years without 
winning with his third victory at 
Riviera. 

Watson seized control Sunday 
with two par putts as everyone 
around him was dropping shots, 
then pulling ahead by holing a 
bunker shot on the par-3 14th 
hole. He closed with a 2-under 
69 for a two-shot victory in the 
Genesis Open over Kevin Na and 
Tony Finau, and more tears on the 
18th green. It was his first victory 
since he won at Riviera two years 
ago, rising to No. 4 in the world. 


Kvitova wins in Qatar, 
earns 2nd straight title 

DOHA, Qatar — Petra Kvitova 
continued her remarkable come¬ 
back by beating Garbine Mugu- 
ruza in the Qatar Open final on 
Sunday for her 13th straight win 
and second consecutive title. 

The 27-year-old Czech, a two- 
time Wimbledon champion, need¬ 
ed another three-setter to beat 
the fourth-seeded Spaniard 3-6, 
6-3, 6-4. It was Kvitova’s sixth 
win over a top-10 player in 2018. 

Kvitova, who beat top-ranked 
Caroline Wozniacki in three sets 
in the semifinals, is set to return 
to the top 10 rankings on Monday 
for the first time since she was 
the victim of a knife attack in her 
house in December 2016 that led 
to a lengthy layoff. 

Ole Miss cites abuse of 
discretion in appeal 

OXFORD, Miss. — Missis¬ 
sippi filed its appeal Thursday of 
the NCAA committee on infrac¬ 
tions’ decision to ban the football 
program from the postseason in 
2018, limit unofficial recruiting 
visits and cite the school for lack 
of institutional control in a case 
involving 21 violations. 

The NCAA committee handed 
down its decision in December. 

The school said the committee 
“should vacate and reverse the 
penalties and factual findings be¬ 
cause the COI abused its discre¬ 
tion, departed from precedent, 
committed procedural errors, 
and reached factual conclusions 
inconsistent with the evidence.” 

Ole Miss had already self-im¬ 
posed a bowl ban for 2017, let go 
of two assistants and disassoci¬ 
ated with nine boosters before the 
NCAA added its penalties. 

Rebels coach Hugh Freeze was 
fired in July for inappropriate 
conduct, not directly related to 
NCAA violations. 


Bronze medalist reportedly 
positive for meldonium 

By James Ellingworth 
and Stephen Wade 

Associated Press 

PYEONGCHANG, South 
Korea — Russia could lose its 
chance to be reinstated before the 
end of the Winter Olympics be¬ 
cause of a doping charge against 
curling bronze medalist Alexan¬ 
der Krushelnitsky. 

The Court of Arbitration for 
Sport said in a statement Monday 
that it has “initiated a procedure 
involving” Krushelnitsky, who fin¬ 
ished third in mixed doubles with 
his wife, Anastasia Bryzgalova. 

IOC spokesman Mark Adams 
says a failed doping test could 
keep Russia’s banned team from 
marching under the national flag 
at the closing ceremony. 

Russian athletes are participat¬ 
ing in the Pyeongchang Olympics 
as “Olympic Athletes from Rus¬ 
sia.” The IOC suspended the Rus¬ 
sian Olympic committee last year 
in connection with a massive dop¬ 
ing scheme at the 2014 Olympics 
in Sochi but allowed 168 athletes 
to compete under neutral uni¬ 
forms and without the Russian 
national flag. 

Adams confirmed the positive 
test and says it could have “conse¬ 
quences” in evaluating the behav¬ 
ior the Russian team, which was 
required to abide by restrictions 
— including bans to some medal 
favorites — and to undergo extra 
drug tests. 

“If confirmed this will be taken 
into account along with many 
other factors” regarding Russian 
behavior,” Adams said. 

Russian curlers said a coach 
told them that Krushelnitsky 
tested positive for a banned sub¬ 
stance. Women’s skip Viktoria 
Moiseeva said the coach “came to 
tell us the news” late Sunday. 

She added the team wanted to 
comfort Krushelnitsky and Bry¬ 
zgalova but “we thought that there 
are no words to comfort now. We 
just tried to stay away.” 

Russian Curling Federation 


president Dmitry Svishchev told 
The Associated Press that Krush¬ 
elnitsky tested clean as recently 
as January 22, the day before he 
flew to a pre-Olympic training 
camp in Japan. 

The case was the talk of the 
rink at curling. 

Though to the uninitiated, the 
idea of a curler using perfor¬ 
mance-enhancing drugs may 
seem bizarre, the sport does de¬ 
mand a high level of athleticism 
at the Olympic level. Curlers need 
to have strong core muscles and 
upper body strength in order to 
manage the often rigorous sweep¬ 
ing that helps them guide the rock 
down the ice. 

Fitness is even more impor¬ 
tant in mixed doubles, the event 


Krushelnitsky was competing in. 
Because there are just two curl¬ 
ers on each team instead of the 
four in traditional curling, there 
is little rest between throws, and 
both teammates are often heavily 
involved in sweeping. 

“It’s physically demanding out 
there. It’s not like you don’t need 
any muscles,” said Swiss curler 
Silvana Tirinzoni, whose team 
beat the Russian women’s team 
11-2 at Monday’s round robin. 
“We have to be fit and we have 
to be working out. My sweepers 
are working out like five times a 
week, go to the gym, so it (per¬ 
formance-enhancing drugs) can 
help, but we shouldn’t do that. I 
think that’s stupid.” 


Shiffrin drops downhill after change 


By Pat Graham and Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea — Back at the 
last Olympics, Mikaela Shiffrin exuberantly talked 
about chasing five gold medals this time around. 
Now it turns out she’ll only 
enter three races at the 2018 
Games. 

The two-time gold medalist 
dropped out of Wednesday’s 
downhill race so she can focus 
on the Alpine combined event 
that was moved to the follow¬ 
ing day. 

Shiffrin’s decision was an¬ 
nounced Monday by U.S. Ski 
and Snowboard shortly after 
race officials said they were 
moving the combined up a day 
to Thursday because of strong winds in Friday’s 
forecast. 

The downhill is Wednesday, so the 22-year-old 
American suddenly would have had to race on con¬ 


secutive days. When she tried that earlier at the Py¬ 
eongchang Olympics, she followed up her gold in the 
giant slalom by finishing fourth in the slalom as the 
defending champion. She pulled out of the super-G on 
what would have been a third day in a row of racing. 

“As much as I wanted to compete in the Olympic 
downhill, with the schedule change, it’s important 
for me to focus my energy on preparing for the com¬ 
bined,” Shiffrin said in a statement. “I’m looking for¬ 
ward to cheering on our girls racing in the downhill 
and to compete myself in Thursday’s combined.” 

Her exit opens up a downhill spot for another 
American woman. The four-racer roster will be an¬ 
nounced Tuesday. 

With the super-G and downhill off her schedule, 
the combined will offer a last opportunity for a sec¬ 
ond medal in South Korea. 

It also will mark the first head-to-head Olympics 
race between Shiffrin and U.S. teammate Lindsey 
Vonn, who is 33 and has said this will be her last 
Winter Games. The combined is an event that adds 
the times from one downhill run and one slalom 
run. 



Shiffrin 
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US into gold medal game 


By Teresa M. Walker 

Associated Press 

GANGNEUNG, South Korea — The Americans 
played their way back into the only women’s hockey 
game that matters: a showdown with Canada for the 
Olympic gold medal. 

The Americans are back in the title game for a 
third straight Olympics after shutting out Finland 
5-0 on Monday in the semifinals. They will face 
their archrival on Thursday, and the Americans 
will be trying to win their first gold since 1998 when 
women’s hockey made its debut in the Olympics. 

And yes, the Americans understand the United 
States-Canada playing for gold is what everyone ex¬ 
pects to see. 

“Definitely the rivalry has been there since I 
think I was born, so everyone’s looking forward to 
that,” said 22-year-old Dani Cameranesi. 

This will be the third opportunity at gold for 
six Americans: captain Meghan Duggan, Hilary 
Knight, Gigi Marvin, Kacey Bellamy and twin sis¬ 
ters Monique Lamoureux-Morando and Jocelyne 
Lamoureux-Davidson. 

“It’s honestly a dream come true,” Knight said. 
“This is the world’s biggest stage. This is the game 
that you want. This is the game we’ve been dream¬ 
ing of and to have another opportunity to get back 
here, it’s huge.” 

Canada is the four-time Olympic champion and 
has won the last five games against the U.S. The Ca¬ 
nadians know a battle is likely. 

“You never know what you’re going to get,” said 
Jennifer Wakefield, who scored twice in Canada’s 5- 
0 semifinal win over the Russian team. “It’s going 
to be heated. You’re going to see a lot of good skill 
working. It’s best on best and that’s what the Olym¬ 
pics are for.” 

Olympic newcomer Cameranesi scored two goals 
and added an assist to lead the Americans past Fin¬ 
land. Marvin started the scoring, and Lamoureux- 



Julio Cortez/AP 


American Gigi Marvin celebrates with her 
teammates after scoring a goal against Finland 
during the first period of a semifinal game Monday 
in Gangneung, South Korea. The U.S. won 5-0. 

Davidson and Knight both scored during a 5-on-3 34 
seconds apart in the second period. Maddie Rooney 
made 14 saves for the shutout. 

Finland remains winless in eight games against 
the Americans at the Olympics. The Finns, ranked 
third in the world last year, will try to take home the 
bronze medal for the first time since 2010. 

“We’re got one thing on our mind, and that’s to 
get a medal,” said goaltender Noora Raty, who made 
33 saves. “They’re the best in the world (U.S. and 
Canada). We just need to get more girls involved so 
we have more to choose from.” 

The Americans opened these games a 2-1 loss to 
Canada wrapping up pool play. 

“This was really a gold-medal preparation for us 
because they’re a darn good team, and we had to 
be ready to play,” U.S. coach Robb Stauber said of 
Finland. 


Medals roundup 


Norway’s Lorentzen wins 500m 


Associated Press 

GANGNEUNG, South Korea 
— At an Olympics where almost 
everything is going Norway’s 
way, even its speedskaters are 
back on top. 

Havard Lorentzen proved that a 
program which has been in disar¬ 
ray for two decades is on the up by 
winning the 500-meter gold Mon¬ 
day in an Olympic record time. 

To make it even better, the 
Dutch were nowhere in sight, to¬ 
tally shut out in an event which 
they swept only four years ago. 

“We don’t like it when the Dutch 
win that much,” Lorentzen said of 
their century-old rivalry for skat¬ 
ing supremacy. “It is good to beat 
them. This is as a good as it gets.” 

The 25-year-old Norwegian 
speedskater gave his country, a 
powerhouse best known for its Al¬ 
pine and cross-country skiers, its 
10th gold medal and 27th overall. 
Germany later added a 10th gold 
in the two-man bobsled, but Nor¬ 
way moved back in front with an 
11th in ski jumping’s team event. 

Lorentzen won in 34.41 seconds 
at the Gangneung Oval. He beat 
Cha Min-Kyu of South Korea, 
who had equaled the Olympic 
record earlier, by 0.01 seconds. 
Twenty-year-old Gao Tingyu of 
China took bronze. 

Ronald Mulder, the twin broth¬ 
er of 2014 Olympic champion Mi¬ 
chel Mulder, was the best Dutch 



Petr David Josek/AP 


Gold medalist and new Olympic 
record holder Havard Lorentzen 
of Norway celebrates after the 
men’s 500 meters speedskating 
race Monday. 

skater, finishing in seventh place. 

The Norwegian frustration at 
being unable to compete with the 
best sat so deep that Lorentzen 
had barely left the ice when he 
started to spout statistics. 

“It’s been 20 years since the last 
Olympic gold medal,” he said, re¬ 
ferring to the 1998 win over 1,500 
by Adne Sondral. 

And there was more. 

“It is 70 years since the 500 me¬ 
ters,” he said, remembering Finn 
Helgesen, who won at the 1948 St. 
Moritz Games. “Long enough.” 


The last great Norwegian 
speedskater was Johann Olav 
Koss, who won three gold medals 
at the 1994 Lillehammer Games. 
Speedskating in Norway. 

Ski jumping: The red handle¬ 
bar mustache finally has a golden 
accoutrement. 

After winning two bronze med¬ 
als at the Pyeongchang Olympics, 
Robert Johansson helped Norway 
win the large hill team ski jump¬ 
ing title on Monday. 

Johansson leapt 136 meters 
with the final jump as Norway re¬ 
lied on its depth to accrue 1,098.5 
points and overwhelm 2014 cham¬ 
pion Germany, which finished 
22.8 points behind for silver. 

It’s been quite an Olympics for 
Johansson, the 27-year-old Lille¬ 
hammer native with the distinc¬ 
tive red facial hair. 

“This is way more than what 
I expected from my first Olym¬ 
pics,” Johansson said. “It’s a spe¬ 
cial situation to be in and to top it 
off with gold in the team event is 
a dream come true.” 

He also won bronze medals in 
the normal and large hill individ¬ 
ual finals to become the first ski 
jumper since Gregor Schlieren- 
zauer of Austria in 2010 to win a 
medal in each of the three men’s 
ski jumping events at a single 
Olympics. 

Poland took the bronze with 
1,072.4 points. 


Scoreboard 


At Pyeongchang, South Korea 
Through Feb. 19 
(64 medal events) 

Nation G S B Tot 

Norway 11 9 8 28 

Germany 10 6 4 20 

Canada 6 5 617 

Netherlands 6 5 2 13 

United States 5 3 2 10 

Sweden 4307 

Austria 4 2 4 10 

France 4 2 4 10 

South Korea 3 2 2 7 

Japan 2 5 3 10 

Switzerland 2 4 17 

Italy 2 13 6 

Czech Republic 12 3 6 

Slovakia 12 0 3 

Belarus 110 2 

Britain 10 3 4 

Poland 10 12 

Ukraine 10 0 1 

China 0 5 2 7 

OA Russia 0 3 8 11 

Australia 0 2 13 

Slovenia 0 10 1 

Finland 0 0 3 3 

Spain 0 0 2 2 

Kazakhstan 0011 

Latvia 0 0 11 

Liechtenstein 0 0 11 

Monday’s medalists 

BOBSLED 
Men’s Two-Man 

GOLD—Germany (Francesco Friedrich, 
Thorsten Margis) 

GOLD—Canada (Justin Kripps, Alexan¬ 
der Kopacz) 

BRONZE—Latvia (Oskars Melbardis, 
Janis Strenga) 

SKI JUMPING 
Team Event Large Hill 

GOLD—Norway (Andreas Stjernen, 
Robert Johansson, Johan Andre Forfang, 
Daniel Andre Tande) 

SILVER—Germany (Richard Freitag, 
Karl Geiger, Andreas Wellinger, Stephan 
Leyhe) 

BRONZE—Poland (Kamil Stoch, Stefan 
Hula, Maciej Kot, Dawid Kubacki) 

SPEEDSKATING 
Men’s 500 

GOLD—Havard Lorentzen, Norway 

SILVER-Cha Min-Kyu, South Korea 
-—Gao Tingyu, China 


Monday’s results 

BOBSLED 
Men’s Two-Man 
Final Ranking 

1. Germany 2 (Francesco Friedrich, 
Thorsten Margis), 3:16.86. 

1. Canada 1 (Justin Kripps, Alexander 
Kopacz), 3:16.86. 

3. Latvia 2 (Oskars Melbardis, Janis 
Strenga), 3:16.91. 

4. Germany 3 (Walther Nico, Christian 
Poser), 3:17.06. 

5. Germany 1 (Johannes Lochner, 
Christopher Weber), 3:17.14. 

6. South Korea 1 (Won Yunjong, Seo 
Youngwoo), 3:17.40. 

7. Canada 3 (Nick Poloniato, Jesse 
Lumsden), 3:17.74. 

8. Austria 2 (Benjamin Maier, Markus 
Sammer), 3:17.76. 

U.S. Finishers 

14. United States 3 (Justin Olsen, Evan 
Weinstock), 3:18.54. 

21. United States 2 (Nick Cunningham, 
Hakeem Abdul-Saboor), 2:29.69. 

25. United States 1 (Codie Bascue, 
Samuel Me Guffie), 2:30.09. 

FIGURE SKATING 
Ice Dancing 
Short Program 

1. Scott Moir and Tessa Virtue, Cana¬ 
da, 83.67 (Q). 

2. Gabriella Papadakis and Guillaume 
Cizeron, France, 81.93 (Q). 

3. Zachary Donohue and Madison 
Hubbell, United States, 77.75 (Q). 

4. Alex and Maia Shibutani, United 
States, 77.73 (Q). 

5. Anna Cappellini and Luca Lanotte, 
Italy, 76.57 (Q). 

6. Dmitri Soloviev and Ekaterina Bo¬ 
brova, OA Russia, 75.47 (Q). 

7. Evan Bates and Madison Chock, 
United States, 75.45 (Q). 

8. Andrew Poje and Kaitlyn Weaver, 
Canada, 74.33 (Q). 

9. Piper Gilles and Paul Poirier, Cana¬ 
da, 69.60 (Q). 

10. Nicholas Buckland and Penny 
Coomes, Britain, 68.36 (Q). 

11. Marco Fabbri and Charlene Guig- 
nard, Italy, 68.16 (Q). 

12. Kirill Khaliavin and Sara Hurtado, 
Spain, 66.93 (Q). 

13. Jonathan Gureiro and Tiffani Za- 
gorski, OA Russia, 66.47 (Q). 

14. Natalia Kaliszek and Maksym Spo- 
dyriev, Poland, 66.06 (Q). 

15. Chris Reed and Kana Muramoto, 
Japan, 63.41 (Q). 

16. Min Yura and Gamelin Alexander, 
South Korea, 61.22 (Q). 

17. Kavita Lorenz and Joti Polizoakis, 
Germany, 59.99 (Q). 

18. Marie-Jade Lauriault and Romain 
Le Gac, France, 59.97 (Q). 

19. Lukas Csolley and Lucie Myslivecko- 
va, Slovakia, 59.75 (Q). 

20. Alper Ucar and Alisa Agafonova, 
Turkey, 59.42 (Q). 

21. Alexandra Nazarova and Maxim Ni¬ 
kitin, Ukraine, 57.97. 

22. Liu Xinyu and Wang Shiyue, China, 
57.81. 

23. Michal Ceska and Cortney Man- 
sourova, Czech Republic, 53.53. 


SKI JUMPING 
Men Team (K120) 

Final Ranking 

(First and second jumps in parenthe- 

1. Norway (Andreas Stjernen, Robert 
Johansson, Johan Andre Forfang, Daniel 
Andre Tande), (545.90; 552.60) 1098.50. 

2. Germany (Richard Freitag, Karl Gei¬ 
ger, Andreas Wellinger, Stephan Leyhe), 
(543.90; 531.80) 1075.70. 

3. Poland (Kamil Stoch, Stefan Hula, 
Maciej Kot, Dawid Kubacki), (540.90; 
531.50) 1072.40. 

4. Austria (Manuel Fettner, Gregor 
Schlierenzauer, Michael Haybock, Stefan 
Kraft), (493.70; 484.70) 978.40. 

5. Slovenia (Jernej Damjan, Peter Pre- 
vc, Anze Semenic, Tilen Bartol), (492.40; 
475.40) 967.80. 

6. Japan (Noriaki Kasai, Daiki Ito, Taki 
Takeuchi, Ryoyu Kobayashi), (475.50; 
465.00) 940.50. 

7. OA Russia (Denis Kornilov, Alexey 
Romashov, Evgeniy Klimov, Mikhail Naz¬ 
arov), (409.60; 400.20) 809.80. 

8. Finland (Janne Ahonen, Jarkko Mae- 
aettae, Antti Aalto, Andreas Alamommo), 
(397.50; 392.90) 790.40. 

9. United States (Michael Glasder, Wil¬ 
liam Rhoads, Kevin Bickner, Casey Lar¬ 
son), (377.20) 377.20. 

10. Czech Republic (Roman Koudelka, 
Cestmir Kozisek, Vojtech Stursa, Viktor 
Polasek), (370.10) 370.10. 

11. Italy (Sebastian Colloredo, Davide 
Bresadola, Federico Cecon, Alex Insam), 

(364.50) 364.50. 

12. South Korea (Kim Hyun Ki, Choi 
Seou, Park Je-Un, Choi Heung-Chul), 

(274.50) 274.50. 

SPEEDSKATING 
Men’s 500 
Final 

1. Havard Lorentzen, Norway, 34.41. 

2. Cha Min-Kyu, South Korea, 34.42. 

3. Gao Tingyu, China, 34.65. 

4. Mika Poutala, Finland, 34.68. 

5. Daichi Yamanaka, Japan, 34.78. 

6. Joji Kato, Japan, 34.831. 

7. Ronald Mulder, Netherlands, 34.839. 

8. Nico Ihle, Germany, 34.89. 

U.S. Finishers 

15. Mitchell Whitmore, United States, 
35.13. 

23. Jonathan Garcia, United States, 
35.31. 

26. Kimani Griffin, United States, 
35.38. 

Men’s hockey 

Preliminary Round 
Group A 

W L OTW OTL Pts GF GA 

Czech Republic 2 0 1 0 8 9 4 

Canada 20 0 1 7 11 4 

Switzerland 1 2 0 0 3 10 9 

South Korea 0 3 0 0 0 1 14 

Group B 

OA Russia 2 1 0 0 6 14 5 

Slovenia 0 1 2 0 4 8 12 

United States 11 0 14 4 8 

Slovakia 11 0 14 6 7 

Group C 

Sweden 3 0 0 0 9 8 1 

Finland 2 1 0 0 6 11 6 

Germany 0 2 1 0 2 4 7 

Norway 0 2 0 1 1 2 11 

Sunday, Feb. 18 
At Kwandong Hockey Centre 

Sweden 3, Finland 1 

At Gangneung Hockey Centre 
Germany 2, Norway 1, SO 
Czech Republic 4, Switzerland 1 
Canada 4, South Korea 0 
Playoff Round 
Tuesday, Feb. 20 
Qualifications 
United States vs. Slovakia 
Finland vs. South Korea 
Slovenia vs. Norway 
Switzerland vs. Germany 
Quarterfinals 
Wednesday, Feb. 20 
Czech Republic vs. US/Slovakia 
Sweden vs. Switzerland/Germany 
OA Russia vs. Slovenia/Norway 
Canada vs. Finland/South Korea 
Semifinal 
Friday, Feb. 23 
Teams TBD 

Saturday, Feb. 24 
At Gangneung Hockey Centre 
Bronze medal game 

Sunday, Feb. 25 
At Gangneung Hockey Centre 
Gold Medal game 

Women’s hockey 

PLAYOFF ROUND 
Saturday, Feb. 17 
At Kwandong Hockey Centre 
Quarterfinals 

OA Russia 6, Switzerland 2 
Finland 7, Sweden 2 

Sunday, Feb. 18 
Classification (5-8 place) 
Switzerland 2, Korea 0 
Japan 2, Sweden 1, OT 

Monday, Feb. 19 
At Gangneung. Hockey Centre 
Semifinals 

United States 5, Finland 0 
Canada 5, OA Russia 0 

Tuesday, Feb. 20 
At Kwandong Hockey Centre 
Seventh Place 

Korea vs. Sweden 

Fifth Place 

Switzerland vs. Japan 

Thursday, Feb. 22 
At Gangneung Hockey Centre 
Bronze Medal 

Finland vs. OA Russia 

Gold Medal 

United States vs. Canada 
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WINTER OLYMPICS 


US aiming for better showing in bobsled 



Wong Maye-E/AP 


American driver Justin Olsen and Evan Weinstock finish their fourth heat during the 
two-man bobsled final Monday in Pyeongchang, South Korea. They finished 14th. 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

PYEONGCHANG, South Korea — The 
U.S. wasn’t exactly counting on getting 
a medal in two-man bobsledding at the 
Olympics, which isn’t a surprise given how 
the Americans have claimed only one in 
the last 66 years. 

They weren’t expecting to be this far 
back, either. 

For the first time since 1994, an Olym¬ 
pics has come and gone with no U.S. sled 
finishing in the top 10 of the two-man com¬ 
petition. Justin Olsen and Evan Weinstock 
finished 14th on Monday night for the top 
American showing, the latest chapter in 
what’s been a disappointing series of results 
for U.S. sliders so far in Pyeongchang. 

Nick Cunningham and Hakeem Abdul- 
Saboor were 21st, while Olympic rookies 
Codie Bascue and Sam McGuffie were 
25th. 

“It’s tough. We didn’t train so long to 
come here and place 25th,” Bascue said. 
“But I think we can put this behind us. We 
came in knowing our better shot was in 
four-man, so I think we can go into four- 
man with some confidence.” 

The closest bobsled race in Olympic his¬ 
tory left two other countries jumping for 
joy. 

Canada and Germany shared the two- 
man gold medal from the Pyeongchang 
Games after Justin Kripps and Francisco 
Friedrich made their way down nearly 
four miles of ice in exactly the same time. 
Kripps and brakeman Alexander Kopacz 
gave Canada its second gold in a two-man 
event, while Friedrich and Thorsten Mar- 
gis gave Germany its fourth two-man win 
in the last five Olympics. 

The winning time when everything was 
done Monday: 3 minutes, 16.86 seconds. 

Latvia got bronze, with Oskars Mel- 


bardis and Janis Strenga finishing 0.05 
seconds back to complete the closest three- 
sled finish in Olympic history. 

There is some reason for the U.S. to hope 
for success in the four-man competition. 

Much like how Curve 9 was an issue 
for luge athletes, Curve 2 has been the 
one thwarting American hopes in bobsled 
and skeleton so far. But Cunningham and 
Bascue — both of whom clanged their way 
through Curve 2 in the opening two heats 
on Sunday — got through it cleanly Mon¬ 
day. So when four-man racing happens this 
weekend, they’ll at least know it’s possible. 

“I fixed what I needed to,” Cunningham 
said. 

He showed up Monday night with a clear 


mind, because he said that’s what longtime 
USA-1 driver Steven Holcomb would have 
done. Holcomb, the three-time Olympian 
and three-time medalist whose unexpected 
death last May still has the program reel¬ 
ing, had an uncanny knack for not showing 
his frustration after bad days at the track. 

“He always kind of brushed it off like 
nothing was the matter, because he knew 
once he got to the bottom and crossed the 
finish line he couldn’t change it,” Cunning¬ 
ham said. “So I tried to take a page out of 
his book.” 

The U.S. left Sochi four years ago with 
seven sliding medals — four in bobsled, 
two in skeleton, one in luge. 

That total is not going to be matched in 


Pyeongchang, not even close. 

So far in Pyeongchang, there’s only been 
Chris Mazdzer’s silver medal in men’s luge 
singles. The U.S. sliding medal haul should 
grow by at least one and possibly two with 
Elana Meyers Taylor and Jamie Greubel 
Poser both going into the women’s bobsled 
race that starts Tuesday as serious gold 
contenders. But the Americans won’t leave 
South Korea feeling as successful as they 
did when they flew out of Russia in 2014. 

“Were we perfect? No,” Olsen said. “But 
we really gave everything we had to be as 
close to perfect as possible. This race will 
continue to humble people and so will this 
sport. You might have a down path one year 
and then come back, and you’re struggling 
a bit. We don’t walk away from this race 
upset at all. Evan and I would have liked to 
have push faster, but it’s not like we made 
mistakes.” 

Luge was in a great spot to add more 
hardware to the U.S. collection; Erin Ham¬ 
lin was in the mix in women’s singles all the 
way to the end, and the Americans barely 
missed bronze in the team relay. But in 
skeleton, the Americans weren’t close — 
the U.S. sent four sliders to the men’s and 
women’s races in Pyeongchang, and none 
of the four finished better than 11th. 

That’s an Olympic first, and an Olympic 
worst for the Americans. 

Now it’s bobsled off to a tough start, 
though the upcoming women’s race is the 
one that the Americans — rightly so — felt 
best about coming into these Olympics. 
And the U.S. also believes it could be in the 
four-man mix, especially with veterans 
and Olympic medalists Steven Langton 
(who will be in Bascue’s sled) and Chris 
Fogt (who will be with Olsen) having been 
spared pushing in two-man so they could 
be saved for the finale. 

“We’re building,” Cunningham said. 


Canadians lead ice dance; wardrobe issue for French 


By Dave Skretta 

Associated Press 

GANGNEUNG, South Korea 
— Tessa Virtue and Scott Moir 
sat flanked by their training part¬ 
ners, Gabriella Papadakis and 
Guillaume Cizeron on one side, 
Madison Hubbell and Zachary 
Donohue on the other, both hav¬ 
ing just skated in the Olympics 
for the first time. 

Yet it was Moir, who along with 
Virtue forms perhaps the greatest 
ice dance duo ever, who acknowl¬ 
edged his nerves nearly got the 
best of him before their short pro¬ 
gram at the Pyeongchang Games. 

“People assume because we’ve 
been doing this so long that we 
can hold it together and that’s not 
the case,” Moir said. “It’s not easy 
to get out there with all of the 
country watching at home.” 

Well, they sure made it look 
easy. 

Virtue and Moir floated across 
the ice in perfect harmony, every 
step of their samba and rhumba in 
perfect unison, to break their own 
record for a short program with 
83.67 points. Their rock-inspired 
rift Monday left them more than a 
point ahead of Papadakis and Ciz¬ 
eron heading into the free dance. 

“We put the pressure on our¬ 
selves,” Virtue said. “It’s a big 
part of being tested competitors, 



David J. Phillip/AP 


Gabriella Papadakis and 
Guillaume Cizeron of France 
finished second in the short 
dance Monday despite a 
wardrobe malfunction that left 
the top of Rapasakis’ costume 
falling down. 

and we push each other and we 
push the limits.” 

Papadakis and Cizeron skated 
after the Canadians and were im¬ 
mediately thrown off by her cos¬ 
tume, which came unhooked at 


the neck seconds into the music. 
They held things together through 
the wardrobe malfunction to 
score 81.93 points, and now will 
turn to their stronger free dance 
Tuesday. 

“It was pretty distracting, kind 
of my worst nightmare happen¬ 
ing at the Olympics,” Papadakis 
said. “I told myself I don’t have a 
choice. I have to keep going and 
that’s what we did.” 

U.S. champs Madison Hubbell 
and Zachary Donohue were third, 
two-hundredths of a point ahead of 
their compatriots, Maia and Alex 
Shibutani. The third American 
couple, Madison Chock and Evan 
Bates, was seventh and in medal 
contention despite an injury that 
she aggravated during warmups. 

“This is a testament to how 
strong ice dancing is,” Hubbell 
said. “We didn’t expect it to be 
any different. You have to be at 
your best to be close with this 
many great skaters.” 

Maybe even the greatest. 

Virtue and Moir won Olympic 
gold at the 2010 Vancouver Games, 
then won silver four years later in 
Sochi, Russia. They stepped away 
from competition for two years, 
the taxing grind of more than 
15 years spent working together 
having taken its toll, but returned 
for another run. They are seeking 


an unprecedented fifth Olympic 
figure skating medal. 

They were nearly unstoppable 
last season, winning the world 
championship as if they had never 
been away, but were upset by Pa¬ 
padakis and Cizeron at the Grand 
Prix Final in December. 

They proved Monday that 
they’re still the team to beat. 

Performing to Latin-infused 
music by the Rolling Stones, Ea¬ 
gles and Santana, Virtue and Moir 
were in lock-stop from the mo¬ 
ment they stepped on the ice. They 
received level-four marks across 
the board, highlighted by their 
dazzling midline step sequence 
to open the program, and nailed 
their rhumba sequence on which 
they were harshly graded in help¬ 
ing Canada win the team event. 

The crowd, relatively sparse 
compared to other figure skating 
sessions, roared as the three-time 
world champions skated off to 
await their scores. The fans roared 
again when their record numbers 
were read, and the longest-ten¬ 
ured ice dance team in Canadian 
history smiled and hugged. 

“To go out and connect and per¬ 
form like that,” Moir said, “that’s 
why we came back.” 

Papadakis and Cizeron also re¬ 
ceived mostly level-four marks, 
underscored by their in-step 


rhumba and synchronized twiz¬ 
zles. The only miscue came on 
their closing straight line lift, 
perhaps because they were dis¬ 
tracted by her emerald and blue 
dress revealing a bit too much. 

“I felt it right away and I 
prayed,” Papadakis said. “That’s 
about what I could do.” 

Hubbell and Donohue proved 
their win last month at nation¬ 
als, after years of frustration, 
was no fluke with a dramatic per¬ 
formance dragged down only by 
a bobble on their synchronized 
twizzles. And the Shibutanis over¬ 
came a shaky start to finish with 
a breathtaking rotational lift. 

Meanwhile, Chock and Bates 
had to push aside the uncertain¬ 
ty caused by her injury to put 
together a strong opening per¬ 
formance. Chock has a floating 
bone fragment in her right foot 
that she’s dealt with all season, 
and it caused some pain about 30 
seconds before their warmup was 
complete. 

She planned to see a doctor 
later Monday, but doesn’t expect 
to miss the free skate. 

“I’ve skated all season with this 
and managed it,” Chock said. “I 
injured it in the beginning of the 
season. It’ll be fine. The adrena¬ 
line kicked in today and that re¬ 
ally helped.” 
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NBA 


Team LeBron edges Team Steph 





James leads rally, wins 
third All-Star Game MVP 


By Greg Beacham 

Associated Press 


Photos by Alex Gallardo, above, and Chris Pizzello, left/AP 

Above: Team LeBron’s Russell Westbrook, 
center, tries to get past Team Stephen’s 
Draymond Green, left, and Joel Embiid. Left: 
All-Star Game MVP LeBron James laughs 
during Sunday’s 148-145 win over Team 
Stephen. James scored 29 points. 

Westbrook broke out for a layup with 10.7 sec¬ 
onds left. 

Team Steph had one last chance, but even 
the usually unguardable Curry couldn’t elude 
James and Durant, who forced him to give up 
the ball to DeRozan, who couldn’t score over 
Durant’s arm in his face. 

“That was great defense by myself,” said a 
grinning Durant, who scored 19 points in his 
ninth All-Star Game. “I’m patting myself on 
the back.” 

Curry finished with 11 points on 4-for-14 
shooting. 

“Two tall giants out there not letting me 
shoot,” Curry said with a laugh when describ¬ 
ing the last play. “Tried to make a play, and it 
just didn’t work out.” 

The All-Stars’ shooting percentages and 
final scores were way down from recent sea¬ 
sons, reflecting the effort on the floor. The 
relaxed All-Star vibe was still at Staples, how¬ 
ever: Curry chowed down on a box of popcorn 
on the bench during the third quarter, and the 
stars made time and room for plenty of good- 
looking dunks and alley-oops. 

Each member of the winning team made a 
cool $100,000, a distinct raise from previous 
seasons in another attempt to make things 
more interesting. 

“It was better,” said Team Steph’s Klay 
Thompson, who scored all 15 of his points on 
three-pointers in his fourth All-Star Game. 
“At the end, it was 100 percent. Throughout 
the game, it was probably 70, but guys were 
competitive and they really wanted to win 
that game.” 

Tip-ins 

Team Stephen: DeRozan and Damian Lil- 
lard led with 21 points apiece.... Jimmy Butler 
didn’t play after being selected for the fourth 
time. ... First-time All-Star Karl-Anthony 
Towns was outstanding. The Minnesota for¬ 
ward with 17 points and 10 rebounds. 

Team LeBron: Kyrie Irving had 13 points, 
nine assists and seven rebounds. Detroit’s 
Andre Drummond added 14 points on 7-for-7 
shooting. ... Three first-time All-Stars suited 
up. Washington’s Bradley Beal scored 14 
points, Miami’s Goran Dragic had two and 
Indiana’s Victor Oladipo got seven. 


LOS ANGELES—LeBron James and Kevin 
Durant swarmed all over Stephen Curry in 
the final seconds, preventing the NBA’s best 
shooter from finding even a patch of open air 
to launch a tying three-pointer. 

Defense? In an All-Star Game? 

That was just one of the many exciting sur¬ 
prises created by a big change to the league’s 
midseason showcase. After James and Curry 
got to draft their own teams, this exhibition 
really seemed to matter to basketball’s best. 

And LeBron picked a winner. 

James scored 29 points and hit the go-ahead 
layup with 34.5 seconds to play, winning his 
third All-Star Game MVP award while his 
team rallied to win an uncommonly entertain¬ 
ing edition of the event, beating Team Stephen 
148-145 Sunday night. 

For the first time in 67 All-Star Games, 
the league abandoned the traditional East- 
West format used since 1951, instead allow¬ 
ing the two captains to pick their sides. That 
twist turned a sometimes staid event into the 
world’s richest pickup game, and the intrigue 
was reflected on the Staples Center court, 
where a real basketball game broke out. 

“I think the format was great,” said James, 
who added 10 rebounds and eight assists in 
front of LA fans salivating at the still-remote 
possibility of the Lakers landing the superstar 
as a free agent this summer. 

“The great thing about our commissioner 
(Adam Silver), he’s absolutely OK with trying 
something new, to change the format, and it 
definitely worked out for everybody,” James 
added. “It worked out not only for the players, 
not only for the league, but for our fans, for 
everybody. It was a great weekend, and we 
capped it off the right way.” 

Both teams played real defense for long 
stretches and contested many shots, with 
LeBron’s group even picking up full-court 
late in the first half. 

And after an entertaining dunk contest won 
by Donovan Mitchell and a record-setting ef¬ 
fort by Devin Booker in the Three-Point Shoot¬ 
out, the All-Star weekend ended with a recent 
novelty for the main event: a thrilling finish. 

“The game was so good,” said a grinning 
Durant, who scored 19 points in his ninth All- 
Star Game. “It was so competitive. It was the 
best one I’ve been a part of.” 

Team LeBron rallied from an 11-point defi¬ 
cit with six minutes to play, finishing the game 


on a 25-11 run. James tied it at 144-144 on a 
step-back three-pointer with 1:31 to play. 

LA native DeMar DeRozan hit one free 
throw to put Team Steph back ahead, but 
LeBron claimed the lead with his layup after 
some sharp passing by his teammates. DeRo¬ 
zan then made a turnover on an attempted 
pass to Giannis Antetokounmpo, and Russell 


Mike Nelson/AP 

Team Stephen’s DeMar DeRozan shoots during the second half of Sunday’s All-Star Game in 
Los Angeles. DeRozan finished with 21 points. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Toronto 


Atlantic Division 

W L Pet GB 

41 16 .719 - 

_ 40 19 .678 2 

Philadelphia 30 25 .545 10 

New York 23 36 .390 19 

Brooklyn _ _ _ _19_ _ 40 .322 23 

Washington 
Miami 
Charlotte 
Orlando 
Atlanta 

Cleveland 
Indiana 
Milwaukee 
Detroit 
Chicago 


Southeast Division 

33 -■ 


18 39 .316 15 

18 41 .305 16 

Central Division 

34 22 .607 - 

33 25 .569 2 

32 25 .561 2V4 

28 29 .491 6'/2 

20 37 .351 14V4 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Memphis 

Dallas is 4u 

Northwest Division 

Minnesota 36 25 

Oklahoma City 


13 .772 - 

24 .593 10 

26 .544 13 

38 .321 25’/2 

" .310 26'A 


Denver 

Portland 

Utah 

Golden State 
L.A. Clippers 
L.A. Lakers 
Sacramento 
Phoenix 


33 26 .559 

32 26 .552 

32 26 .552 

30 28 .517 

Pacific Division 

14 .759 


18 


26 .536 13 

34 .404 2014 
39 .316 2514 
41 .305 2614 


Saturday’s gan._ 

No games scheduled. 

Sunday’s game 
2018 All-Star Game 

Team LeBron 148, Team Stephen 145 
Monday’s games 
No games scheduled. 

Tuesday’s games 
No games scheduled. 

Wednesday’s games 
No games scheduled. 

Thursday’s games 
Brooklyn at Charlotte 
New York at Orlando 
Philadelphia at Chicago 
Washington at Cleveland 
Oklahoma City at Sacramento 
L.A. Clippers at Golden State 
Friday’s games 
Atlanta at Indiana 
Boston at Detroit 
Charlotte at Washington 
Milwaukee at Toronto 
Cleveland at Memphis 
Miami at New Orleans 
Minnesota at Houston 
L.A. Clippers at Phoenix 
Portland at Utah 
San Antonio at Denver 
Dallas at L.A. Lakers 

Saturday, Feb. 24 
Orlando at Philadelphia 
Boston at New York 
Memphis at Miami 
Oklahoma City at Golden State 
Chicago at Minnesota 
Dallas at Utah 
Portland at Phoenix 
L.A. Lakers at Sacramento 

Sunday 
All-Star Game 
Team LeBron 148, 

Team Stephen 145 

TEAM LEBRON - James 12-17 1-1 29, 
Durant 7-13 2-2 19, Davis 6-9 0-0 12, Irving 
6-16 0-013, Westbrook 4-112-3 11, George 

6- 15 0-0 16, Aldridge 0-1 0-0 0, Drummond 

7- 7 0-0 14, Beal 5-10 0-0 14, Dragic 1-3 0-0 

2, Walker 5-10 0-0 11, Oladipo 3-8 0-0 7. 
Totals 62-120 5-6 148. 

TEAM STEPHEN - DeRozan 7-13 6-7 
21, Antetokounmpo 6-14 4-6 16, Embiid 

8- 13 1-1 19, Curry 4-14 0-0 11, Harden 5- 
19 0-0 12, Horford 2-4 2-2 6, Green 0-0 3-4 

3, Towns 7-11 2-2 17, Lillard 9-14 0-0 21, 
Lowry 2-11 0-0 4, Thompson 5-11 0-0 15. 
Totals 55-124 18-22 145. 

LeBron 31 45 33 39-148 

Stephen 42 36 34 33-145 

Three-Point Goals— 19-58 (Beal 4-8, 
James 4-8, George 4-10, Durant 3-8, Irving 
1-5, Walker 1-5, Westbrook 1-6, Oladipo 

1- 6, Davis 0-1, Dragic 0-1), 17-65 (Thomp¬ 
son 5-10, Lillard 3-8, Curry 3-11, Embiid 

2- 4, Harden 2-13, DeRozan 1-3, Towns 1-4, 
Antetokounmpo 0-2, Horford 0-2, Lowry 
0-8). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 49 
(James 10), 68 (Towns 10). Assists— 40 
(Irving 9), 35 (Lowry 11). Total Fouls— 18, 
8. A-17,801 (19,060). 


Leaders 

Scoring 

G FG FT 

Harden, HOU 50 465 429 

Antetokounmpo, MIL53542 362 
Davis, NOR 51 512 332 

Curry, GOL 43 363 238 

James, CLE 56 569 250 

Rebounds 

G OFF DEF 

Drummond, DET 
Jordan, LAC 
Cousins, NOR 
Howard, CHA 
Towns, MIN 


Westbrook, OKC 
Harden, HOU 
James, CLE 
Simmons, PHL 
Rondo, NOR 


55 277 587 
51 219 548 
48 105 512 
57 188 530 
61 179 563 
Assists 

G 

57 


PTS AVG 

1565 31.3 
1473 27.8 
1396 27.4 
1142 26.6 
1486 26.5 

TOT AVG 

864 15.7 
767 15.0 
617 12.9 
718 12.6 
742 12.2 

AST AVG 

593 10.4 
450 9.0 
500 8.9 
396 7.3 
315 7.3 
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DAYTONA 500 



John Raoux/AP 

Austin Dillon waves the checkered flag from the window of his car after winning the Daytona 500 at 
Daytona International Speedway, on Sunday, in Daytona Beach, Fla. 


Glory: Dillon races No. 3 car to victory 20 
years after Earnhardt Sr.’s Daytona 500 win 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“My grandfather has done everything for me and 
everybody knows it,” Dillon said. “There’s a lot of 
pressure on me to perform because I’ve had a little 
bit of everything. But I like that pressure, the same 
with the No. 3, there’s a lot of pressure behind it, but 
I’m willing to take it and go with it.” 

As for the aggressive move that wrecked Almi- 
rola? Dillon was doing what has to be done to win at 
Daytona. 

“We just had a run and I stayed on the gas. It’s 
what it is when you’re at Daytona,” he said. “I just 
had more momentum when he was trying to block 
me and it turned him. Hate that for him, but it’s the 
Daytona 500. He should do the same thing to me in 
that position.” 

Almirola, in his debut race for Stewart-Haas Rac¬ 
ing, was devastated. 

“My heart is broken. I thought I was going to win 
the Daytona 500,” Almirola said. 

Childress was overjoyed. 

“I just, the emotions just flowing, to be able to win, 
with the 3 car, having it in the winner’s circle, my 
grandson, 20 years after Dale won in ’98, so special,” 
Childress said. 

The final scoring tower showed the No. 3 on top, 
then the No. 43 — two of the most seminal numbers 
in NASCAR. 

Wallace, the first black driver in the Daytona 500 
field since 1969, finished second in a 1-2 finish for 
Chevrolet and Childress’ engine program. Wallace 
drives the No. 43 car for Richard Petty and sobbed 
in his post-race news conference after his mother 
came to the front of the room to give him a hug. The 
two had a long embrace in which she told Wallace 
repeatedly “you finally did it.” 

Denny Hamlin, the 2016 winner, finished third in 
a Toyota. 

Ryan Blaney, who led a race-high 118 laps, faded 
to seventh after giving the win away in regulation. 
He wrecked Kurt Busch, the defending race winner, 
trying to reclaim his lead and the contact damaged 
Blaney’s Ford. It spoiled what should have been a 
Team Penske party — car owner Roger Penske had 
three contenders, all considered favorites Sunday 
— but all came up empty. Brad Keselowski wrecked 
early in the race racing for the lead and although 
Joey Logano finished fourth, it wasn’t the victory 
Penske expected from one of his drivers. 

“It’s a shame you don’t close it out, but you try to 
just learn from your mistakes and try to do better 
next time,” Blaney said. “This one definitely stings, 
but hopefully we can get another shot at it one day.” 

The day was also a bust for Danica Patrick, who 
made the Daytona 500 her final NASCAR race. With 



Terry Renna/AP 


Austin Dillon celebrates in Victory Lane on Sunday. 

new boyfriend NFL quarterback Aaron Rodgers 
cheering her on, Patrick was collected in an accident 
and finished 35th. The only woman to lead laps in the 
Daytona 500 and win the pole for this race then told 
a story about an exchange she had earlier this week 
with four-time NASCAR champion Jeff Gordon. 

“He said his last Daytona didn’t go well, either, 
and I was like ‘Oh wow, I don’t remember that. I re¬ 
member your career.’ So I hope that is how it is with 
me with everybody,” she said. 

Meanwhile, on this celebratory day for Dillon 
and Childress, the late Earnhardt had a very large 
presence. 

Dillon was 7 when Earnhardt won his Daytona 500 
and was photographed alongside his brother with 
The Intimidator on that victorious day in 1998. Earn¬ 
hardt credited 6-year-old Wessa Miller, a fan he met 
through the Make-A-Wish Foundation following the 
final practice for the race, for helping him get that 
elusive win. Miller gave Earnhardt the penny and 
told him she had rubbed it and that it would bring him 
good luck. The lucky penny the little girl gave him is 
still on the dash of the car at the RCR museum. 

Inspired by the good-luck coin, Dillon also had a 
penny in the No. 3 on Sunday. 

“I had a fan, actually he had no favorite driver, I 
told him, I said, ‘I’ll give you my hat if I’m your fa¬ 
vorite driver.’ I gave him the hat,” Dillon said. “The 
next day he saw me in the infield, he said, ‘Here’s a 
lucky penny I found heads up.’ I said, ‘Man, we’ve 
gotta put that in the car.’ Put it in the car and here we 
are in Victory Lane.” 


Wallace takes 2nd 

Best finish for black driver in 'Great American Race’ 


By Dan Gelston 

Associated Press 

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. 
— Darrell Wallace Jr. let the 
weight of his milestone in the 
Daytona 500 wallop him once he 
saw mom. He sobbed as Desiree 
Wallace bounded onto the dais 
and wrapped her arms around 
her son for a hug neither wanted 
to end. 

“You did that thing, baby,” 
she said, sobbing. “I’m so proud 
of you. You have waited so long, 
baby.” 

Wallace’s runner-up finish in 
the No. 43 Chevrolet to Austin 
Dillon in the Daytona 500 sud¬ 
denly felt like a checkered flag. 

“You act like we just won the 
race,” he said, laughing. 

“We did win that race, baby. 
I love you. I’m so proud of you,” 
Desiree Wallace said. 

“Dangit, mom!” Wallace said. 

His brief moment of levity gave 
way to an embrace with his sister 
Brittany, who as a child coined 
the “Bubba” nickname that has 
stuck to this day for Wallace. 

“There’s no good story about it,” 
Brittany Wallace said, laughing. 

Wallace bawled some more 
into a towel before he finally com¬ 
posed himself. 

“Pull it together, bud. Pull it to¬ 
gether,” he told himself. “You just 
finished second. It’s awesome.” 

Wallace carved a slice of NAS¬ 
CAR history Sunday night in only 
his fifth career start when he 
posted the best finish by a black 
driver in the Daytona 500. Wal¬ 
lace was the first black driver 
to start the Daytona 500 since 
Wendell Scott in 1969. Scott was 
13th in the 1966 race, the previ¬ 
ous best finish for a black driver 
at Daytona. 

Wallace, the son of a white fa¬ 
ther and black mother, was feted 
by sports royalty on his big day, 
and not just from his team owner, 
Richard Petty. Baseball Hall of 
Famer Hank Aaron wished him 
luck on a phone call and four¬ 
time Formula One world cham¬ 
pion Lewis Hamilton tweeted his 
support. 

RPM majority owner Andrew 


I just try so hard to be 
successful at everything 
I do. My family pushes 
me each and every day, 
and they might not even 
know it, but I just want 
to make them proud. 9 

Darrell ‘Bubba’ Wallace Jr. 

Daytona 500 runner-up 


Murstein surprised Wallace be¬ 
fore the race when he told him 
“Hammerin’ Hank” was on the 
line. 

“I’m like, what? That’s awe¬ 
some,” he said. “I was pretty ex¬ 
cited about that.” 

The 24-year-old Wallace was 
one of the stars of Speedweeks. 
He topped the speed chart at 
practice, qualified seventh and 
was a fixture on social media 
pushing his new show on the 
Facebook Watch show page. Fans 
flocked to him for selfies, and 
cameras trailed him from pit 
road to the media center on Sun¬ 
day to chronicle his feat. Wallace 
tried to enjoy the moment fol¬ 
lowing an uncertain 2017 when 
he lost sponsorship and his ride 
in the second-tier Xfinity Series. 
He caught a break when he filled 
in for an injuried Aric Almirola 
in four races for RPM last year, 
an opportunity to led to full-time 
ride this season. 

He handled the pressure with 
ease — until he collapsed in tears 
in the presence of family. 

“I just try so hard to be success¬ 
ful at everything I do,” Wallace 
said. “My family pushes me each 
and every day, and they might not 
even know it, but I just want to 
make them proud.” 

Mom had a brief scare when 
she thought Wallace was involved 
in a late-race wreck and was 
tagged into the wall. Then she got 
lost on pit road and was late to the 
media center. 

But now, it’s party time. 

“He’ll probably want a Domi¬ 
no’s pizza or Goldfish,” she said. 





Phelan M. Ebenhack/AP 

An emotional Darrell Wallace Jr. speaks to the media after finishing 
second in the Daytona 500 on Sunday. 
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Austin Dillon celebrates after winning the Daytona 500 Cup series race 
at Daytona International Speedway in Daytona Beach, Fla., on Sunday. 
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DAYTONA 500 

Return 
to glory 

Dillon takes No. 3 back 
to Victory Lane at Daytona 

By Jenna Fryer 

Associated Press 

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. 

T he No. 3 is No. 1 again at Daytona, on a day, in a race and at 
a place forever linked with the great Dale Earnhardt. 

Austin Dillon won the Daytona 500 on Sunday night driv¬ 
ing the iconic No. 3 Chevrolet that Earnhardt piloted for 
most of his career. Earnhardt was behind the wheel of No. 3 when he 
won his only Daytona 500 in 1998, and when he was killed in an ac¬ 
cident on the final lap of the race three years later. 

Dillon’s victory, in the 60th running of “The Great American Race,” 
came 17 years to the day of Earnhardt’s fatal crash. 

Dillon wasn’t a factor in his Richard Childress Racing Chevro¬ 
let until the final lap in overtime when he got a push from Darrell 
“Bubba” Wallace Jr. that helped him get to leader Aric Almirola. Dil¬ 
lon spun Almirola then whizzed on by to give Childress, his grandfa¬ 
ther, another iconic victory in the beloved No. 3. 

SEE GLORY ON PAGE 31 
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